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FOREWORD 



In 1980, State Conferences on Aging wei? held in preparation for 
the 1981 White House Conference on Aging. These conferences al- 
lowed younger and older citizens, organizations, academicians and 
government leaders to voice their concerns regarding older Ameri- 
cans within each State. These concerns became the issues and focus 
of the 1981 White House Conference on Aging. 

The information gathered by the States is important because it 
presents a grassroot opinion about the needs of this special popula- 
tion. As the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Select Commit- 
tee on Aging, we recognized the need to preserve information de- 
veloped by the States and are pleased to present this summary 
compiled by the United States General Accounting Office (GAO). 

The report is a catalogue of economic* social and health issues of 
importance as expressed by older Americans. The data used was 
gathered during each of the 50 State mini-White House Confer- 
ences on Aging held in preparation for the 1981 White House Con- 
ference on Aging. The intent of this report was to produce a docu- 
ment that highlighted each State s senior citizen viewpoint from 
not only an individual State but a national perspective. Such infor- 
mation can and will provide a meaningful basis for planning and 
development in the area of aging and act as a baseline for future 
comparisons. 

We wish to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of Mr. William 
Laurie of GAO who coordinated the compiling of this report. The 
model used to analyze the issues was created by Mr. Wilbert 
Ammann, and the extensive analysis of the 4,000 issues developed 
by the States was performed by Ms. Margaret Sommers, Ms. 
Marion Becker (deceased), and Ms. Theresa Walter of GAO. We 
would also like to acknowledge the efforts of Ms. Sheila Duffy of 
the Committee staff who supervised the compiling of this docu- 
ment. Their efforts made possible the publication of this report. 

Edward R. Roybal, 

Chairman. 
Matthew J. Rinaldo, 

Ranking Minority Member 

urn 
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An Overview 

Using our model, we first looked to see what dimension had the 
greatest number of issues nationally. We determined that most of 
the issues fell into the economic dimension (2,043), followed by the 
social dimension (1,346) and then health (639), as shown in the fol- 
lowing table. Of a total of 4,028 recommendations, 51 percent of the 
recommendations concern economic issues, 33 percent social issues, 
and 16 percent health issues. Economic concerns are dominant in 
36 States and make up 60 percent or more of the issues in Califor- 
nia, Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylva- 
nia, Tennessee, and Wyoming. In these States, economic issues ac- 
count from between 60 percent to 78 percent of the recommenda- 
tions. Social concerns are dominant in 12 states and make up more 
than 50 percent of the issues in Alabama, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont. In these States, social issues range from between 53 per- 
^ut to 58 percent of the issues. Health was dominant (42 percent) 
in only one State, Virginia. Florida's concerns are distributed uni- 
formly. 

SUMMARY OF STATES' ISSUES BY DIMENSION 



Health ^Economic Social Total 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



Alabama 


12 


15 


25 


31 


44 


54 


81 


100 


Alaska 


5 


12 


24 


57 


13 


31 


42 


100 


Arizona 


16 


18 


39 


42 


37 


40 


92 


100 


A/kanras 


18 


29 


20 


33 


23 


38 


61 


100 


California . 


/ 


10 


49 


71 


13 


19 


69 


100 


Cotordo 


43 


26 


85 


51 


38 


23 


166 


100 


Connecticut 


9 


12 


50 


64 


19 


24 


78 


100 


Delaware 

Florida.. 


8 


18 


25 


57 


11 


25 


44 


100 


6 


30 


7 


35 


7 


35 


20 


100 


Georgia 


11 


17 


31 


46 


25 


37 


67 


100 


Hawaii 


14 


16 


64 


74 


9 


10 


87 


100 


Idaho 


5 


16 


19 


61 


7 


23 


31 


100 


Illinors . . 


2 


4 


32 


73 


10 


23 


44 


100 


Indiana 


12 


20 


31 


52 


17 


28 


60 


100 
100 


Iowa 


16 


25 


25 


39 


23 


36 


64 


Kansas 


20 


13 


93 


60 


43 


27 


156 


100 


Kentucky 


17 


18 


37 


39 


41 


43 


95 


100 
100 


Louisiana 


11 


11 


52 


51 


39 


38 


102 


Maine 


2 


3 


40 


56 


29 


41 


71 


100 


Maryland 


26 


22 


65 


55 


27 


23 


118 


100 


Massachusetts 


16 


14 


46 


39 


56 


47 


118 


100 


Michigan 


23 


15 


66 


45 


59 


40 


148 


100 


Minnesota 


26 


21 


55 


45 


42 


34 


123 
84 


100 


Mississippi 


13 


15 


35 


42 


36 


43 


100 


Missouri 


; 


21 


18 


55 


8 


24 


33 


100 


Montana 


5 


10 


29 


58 


16 


3? 


50 


100 


Nebraska 


3 


6 


38 


70 


13 


24 


54 


100 



(1) 
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SUMMARY OF STATES' ISSUES BY DIMENSION— Continued 



States 



Hettth economic Sow! ToUtf^ 

Number Pewit Number Percent Number °ercent Number Percent 



Nevada 

New Hampshire . 

New Jersey 

New Mexico. . 

New York 

North Carina ... 
Nirth Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina.. 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington . 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin. . 



District of Columbia 
Total 



2 


5 


00 

3Z 


00 

78 


7 


17 
1/ 


41 
*1 


inn 

1UU 


c 

5 


11 


1/ 


oc 
36 


oc 


to 
5 J 




inn 
1UU 


2 


8 


16 


6/ 


b 


oc 
i5 


Oil 


inn 
1UU 


11 


On 


J/ 


6/ 


7 


10 


55 


1 fin 
1UU 


ft 

2 


ft 

2 


61 


65 


01 
J J 


00 


04 


inn 
1UU 


33 


18 




00 

33 


on 
90 




10c 
105 


inn 
1UU 


16 


1/ 


46 


JO 

48 


Oil 




oc 
?b 


inn 

1UU 


18 


27 


Ofi 

« 


40 

43 


on 


on 
JO 


ti 
Dl 


inn 

1UU 


in 

19 


18 


57 


54 


00 


00 


1U5 


inn 
1UU 


22 


17 


81 


62 


00 


01 


1 01 
131 


inn 
100 


11 


1 4 

14 


51 


66 


1 ( 
15 


on 

20 


77 


inn 
100 




9 


24 


43 


27 


48 


56 


100 


14 


16 


44 


50 


30 


34 


88 


100 


4 


14 


17 


59 


8 


27 


29 


100 


3 


15 


15 


75 


2 


10 


20 


100 


5 


10 


23 


44 


24 


46 


52 


100 


16 


19 


31 


36 


38 


45 


85 


100 


13 


18 


17 


24 


42 


58 


72 


100 


25 


42 


24 


41 


10 


17 


59 


100 


12 


16 


31 


40 


34 


44 


77 


100 


6 


7 


53 


59 


30 


34 


89 


100 


2\ 


20 


54 


50 


32 


30 


107 


100 


8 


7 


76 


69 


27 


24 


111 


100 


13 


12 


45 


44 


45 


44 


103 


100 


639 




2,043 




1,346 




4,028 





When we collapse all three dimensions together (health, econom- 
ic, and social), our analysis shows that in 57 percent of the recom- 
mendations, the Federal, state, and local governments are specifi- 
cally mentioned as the source of improvements. The States sug- 
gested non-governmental organizations as the recommended source 
for improvements in 28 percent of the recommendations, as shown 
in the following table. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of improvement "" 

Number Percent 



federal government 

Federalandstategovernme.it 666 16 } 57 

State and local government 

Non-government 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



1,215 


30 


666 


16 


439 


11 


1.108 


28 


600 


15 


4.028 


100 



We noted that 25 States and the District of Columbia emphasized 
the use of non-government sources for improving their situation; 
and, in tact, four of the States specified the use of non-governmen- 
tal sources in over 50 percent of their recommendations. These 
States are Alabama, Florida, North Dakota, and Utah. We also 
noted that three of these four States as well as many other States 
that stressed the use of nongovernmental sources of improvement, 
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emphasized social issues as their primary problems. While most 
States that stressed government sources, emphasized economic or 
health issues. 

More money needed to improve conditions of the elderly 

In over 35 percent of the recommendations for all three dimen- 
sions (health, economic and social) more expenditures are directly 
involved. Tennessee specified that 95 percent of its elderly issues 
could be addressed with more money. And, ten other States (Dela- 
ware, Georgia, California, Maine, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Ohio, South Dakota, and Texas), recommended additional funds to 
assist them in 50 percent or more of their elderly issues. 

A majority of States (35) believed improvements in the condition 
(health, economic, and social dimensions) of the elderly in their 
States could be made through existing organizations. Only three 
States, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Washington recommend that 
the majority of their elderly issues be addressed through legisla- 
tion. Only one State, South Carolina, suggests that the elderly's 
concerns be resolved through research and development. 

Economic condition improved through reduced service costs 

Regarding how to improve the elderly's economic condition, 58 
percent of those recommendations concerned reducing costs, 39 per- 
cent concerned increasing and/or maintaining income, and 3 per- 
cent combinations, as shown in the following table: 



Method of improving economc dimemion 



Recommendations 
Number Percent 



Increase/maintain income 
Employment 

Nonempioyment 492 24 \ 39 

Reduce costs 
Taxes 

Reduce durable costs w 

Reduce nondurai'e costs. ins <; i 58 

Reduce service costs 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



295 


15 


492 


24 


113 


6 


209 


10 


106 


5 


764 


37 


64 


3 


2.043 


100 



Looking at recommendations by State, 32 States and the District 
of Columbia, suggested reducing the cost of services as the best way 
to improve the economic dimension of the elderly. Many of these 
suggestions include recommendations concerning Medicare/Medic- 
aid. For example, ?ome States recommended: 
Medicare include home care. 

Medicare include diagnostic and preventative services. 

Medicaid eligibility and benefits be reevaluated. 
The States' recommendations emphasized that costs be reduced 
through affecting intermediaries so that they will reduce the costs 
of their services. 

To the extent that State's recommendations concerned the main- 
tenance of income, this income maintenance was to be assured by 
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affecting employers (both government and nongovernment) so that 
they will provide appropriate pensions. 

Multiple roles enhance the social condition of the elderly 

The States' recommendations perceive the elderly as performing 
multiple roles in improving their sc ial condition. These roles in- 
elude consumer, employee, a seeker of assistance, and as a resident. 
In 39 of the States and the District of Columbia a combination of 
these roles was the primary recommendation. 

Of the remaining, 10 had specific recommendations stating they 
preferred social improvements to affect them where they live or in 
their role as a resident, These 10 States include Alaska, Connecti- 
cut, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, 
Utah, and West Virginia. 

A primary concern of the elderly in their role as a resident is the 
impact of housing on their social dimension. Some of the recom- 
mendations included: 

Determine the feasibility of using zoning ordinances to en- 
courage development of "shared housing". 

Provide congregate housing for the elderly which shall in- 
clude the services needed by the resident. 

In addition to our analysis of the elderly in multiple roles, we 
looked at other factors impacting on the social dimension. Continu- 
ing education and education for learning how to thrive as well as 
cope in a changing world were important areas to the elderly. Rec- 
ommendations included improving the image of the elderly por- 
trayed in the media and the attitudes of others (through their edu- 
cation) regarding the elderly. 

Improved health condition through research and development 

Many States' recommendations concerning health matters focus 
on research and development. Sixteen of the 50 States and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia identified research and development issues in 
their recommendations regarding health. These States California, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Massa- 
chusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, Penn- 
sylvania, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming selected research and de- 
velopment as the primary help for addressing health concerns. 
These recommendations include: 

Increase funding should be made available for research in 
geriatric medicine. 
Continue studying organic brain syndrome. 
Other recommendations addressed manpower needs, licensing, 
and in-home health care, such as: 

Assessing future manpower needs in gerontology. 
Establishing certification and licensing standards for geron- 
tological health care personnel. 
Providing more health care in the home. 
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Methodology for Summarizing State's Recommendations in 
Aging for the 1980's 

state conferences identified aging issues 

State Conferences on Aging were held in each of the states and 
territories from September 1980 through June 1981. The state con- 
ferences allowed citizens, organizations, and government leaders to 
examine the quality of life for older Americans within each state 
and to analyze the capacity of existing programs and social institu- 
tions that serve the needs of this special population. Organized by 
the state coordinators, and in some cases by state steering commit- 
tees, the state conferences were designed so that the views of the 
local and the state citizenry might be assimilated in order to pre- 
pare formal recommendations for the White House Conference on 
Aging. Those recommendations are the basis for this distillation of 
the major concerns of the elderly at the state and national levels. 

A MODEL TO ANALYZE STATE ISSUES 

We developed a model for examining the state recommendations. 
Essentially, the Model consists of three dimensions: (1) health, (2) 
economic, (3) social, and (4) six levels of information relevant to 
each dimension. The interior of the model accommodates informa- 
tion about the capabilities of the elderly; the second level concerns 
problems that account for a person's loss of capability; the third 
level accounts for helps given to overcome or reduce the effects of 
problems; the fourth level accounts for the providers of help; the 
fifth level accounts for the resources that establish the capability of 
the provider system; and the sixth level accounts for the persons 
who affect those resources (See page 8 for the Model). 

Each recommendation was uniquely fashioned by the state with- 
out the aid of this Model. However, each recommendation was 
made relative to the context of (1) the extent that current needs of 
the e derly were being satisfied locally, and (2) local, state, and na- 
tional statements regarding the health of the economy. This con- 
text provided sufficient commonality within recommendations to 
enable our coding them and statistically compiling results using 
the Model. 

GUIDELINES FOR CODING MODEL 

A The first step is to identify the most appropriate dimension 
that a recommendation concerns. This identification is difficult be- 
cause the subject is not sufficient. The same subject can be covered 
in each of the three dimensions; for example, the subject of lone 
term care (LTC). 

If LTC is in short supply and there are persons needing such 
care and there are not enough facilities or sufficiently trained 

(5) 
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and available personnel to provide needed care, the recommen- 
dation probably concerns the provision of more LTC; that is, 
the health dimension* 

If LTC were available but a person or family could not afford 
the LTC, the recommendation probably concerns some ways 
for making LTC more affordable; that is, the economic dimen- 
sion* 

If LTC were available but jnly provided survival and not 
thriving activities, the recommendation probably concerns the 
inclusion of thriving activities; that is, the social dimension. 
Therefore, the subject and the purpose of the recommendation 
are both necessary and sufficient for identifying the appropriate di- 
mension for a recommendation. 

B. The next step is to identify the likely source of problem that 
the recommendation appears to be assuming. This source is associ- 
ated with the appropriate dimension. The remainder of these 
guidelines is therefore by dimension. 

C. Health Dimension.— In this dimension, the first mqor catego- 
ry of interest is the aspect of a person's health that the recommen- 
dation seems to be concerned about: 

(1) General/Unspecified 

(2) Physical 

(3) Mental 

(4) Physical and Mental 

Given the concern, the next category concerns what kind of help 
is being recommended: 

(1) More/Provide 

(2) Better/Improve 

(3) Process/Method 

(4) Learning/R&D/Study 

(5) Other Combinations 

Given the kind of help recommended, the next category is the lo- 
cation that help is desired: 

(1) Location Unspecified 

(2) Rural areas 

(3) Urban/Inner City 

(4) Communities 

(5) Home 

(6) Institutions 

(7) Urban/Rural 

(8) Other Combinations 

D. Economic Dimension. — In this dimension, the first category of 
interest is whether the recommendation concerns the following 
aspect. 

(1) Increase Income 

(2) Maintain Income 

(3) Reduce Outgo/Costs 

The next categoiy concerns the way income and outgo is to be 
affected by the recommendation: 
For increase/maintain income: 

(1) Through employment and its benefits. 

(2) Through non-employment programs, like h crease in 
social security benefits. 

For reducing outgo/costs: 



a* 



(3) Through taxes* 

(4) Cost of durables, like housing* 

(5) Cost of non-durables, like energy. 

(6) Cost of services, like transportation! repairs. 

(7) Two or more. 

The next category concerns how the recommendation would be 
implemented: 

(1) Affecting the elderly like through training. 

(2) Affecting employers/ intermediaries— e.g. add more jobs, 
etc. 

(3) Affecting a process/method— e.g. dental coverage included 
in insurance coverage. 

E. Social Dimension.— In this dimension, the first category con- 
cerns the source of the apparent problem: 

(1) Self. 

(2) Others. 

(3) Media. 

(4) Two or more. 

The next category concerns the role the elderly is in when the 
problem is encountered: 

(1) As a resident; for example, housing safety. 

(2) Consumer. 

(3) Employee. 

(4) Seeker of assistance. 

(5) Two or more. 

The next category in this dimension is how the recommended 
Help might affect the elderly: 

(1) Opportunities/ Alternatives, like more transportation. 

(2) Activities/Capabilities. 

(3) Feelings/ Attitudes. 

(4) Social Values. 

(5) Two or more of the above. 
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P. Remaining Codes: 

"tote codes. —Identify each state by using one of the follow- 
ing 2-digit codes: 











At 

01 


Alabama 


27 


New Hampshire 


02 


Annua 


28 


New Jersey 


03 


Arkansas 


29 


New Mexico 


04 


California 


Oft 

30 


New York 


05 


uonnecttcut 


31 


North Carolina 


06 


Delaware 


32 


North Dakota 


07 


Florida 


33 


Ohio 


no 

08 


Georgia 


oj 
34 


Oklahoma 


Ml 

09 


Hawaii 


oc 

35 


Oregon 


♦ A 

10 


(oann 


OC 


Psonsytvania 


11 


lit!-.;. 


3/ 


Khode Island 


t o 

12 


Indiana 


38 


South Carolina 


13 


» — 
rowa 


on 
39 


South Dakota 


14 


Kansas 


in 
W 


Tennessee 


15 


Kentucky 


41 


Texas 


16 


Louisiana 


42 


M 


1/ 


Maine 


43 


Vermont 


18 


MarytonJ 


44 


Virginia 


19 


Massachusetts 


45 


Washington 


20 


Michigan 


46 


Wisconsin 


21 


Minnesota 


47 


Wyoming 


22 


Mississippi 


48 


District of Columbia 


23 


Missouri 


49 


A'.;ka 


24 


Montana 


50 


Colorado 


25 


Nebraska 


51 


West Virginia 


26 


Nevada 





Help providers.— As a general rule, identify the provider that the 
recommendation mentions. When the recommendation mentions 
no provider, deduce the likely provider by wha* is identified; that 
is, if the recommendation pertains to a federal program like social 
security or r 3deral taxes, then the federal government is the pro- 
vider involved. 

Help system capability resources.— These resources are processes, 
persons, money, and ma^rials (including supplies and facilities). 
What is desired is what resources would likely be affected the most 
if the recommendation were implemented. 

Change fashioners.— This identification id of the role of the per 
sons who would likely be involved to implement the recommenda- 
tion initially or else the recommendation would likely not be imple- 
mented; for example, a change in the tax law would likely involve 
legislators. Additional clarification of the role of tbj change fash- 
ioner follows: 

Change fashioners and r ile 

Legislators: Government, like new legislation needed. 

Organizers: Government and non-gove^ment, like internal 
structural changes. 

Budgeters: Law exists, like need more funds. 

Monitors: Government, like review, study, or oversight. 

Developers: Government or private sector, like R&D to change 
structure. 
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Regulator* Regulation* i.e., Medicare/Medijaid. 
In summary, a full code for a recommendation in any dimension 
requires 13 coded items of information: 
Two digits as a state code. 

Two digits to identify the state recommendation number. 
Two digits to identify the state sub-recommendation number. 
One digit to indicate the dimension. 

Three digits to identify the problems and helps within each 
dimension. 

One digit to identify the help provider; that is, federal, state 
and local government, federal and state government, non-gov- 
ernment (or industry), or family-friend. 

One digit to identify the resources essential to implement 
the recommendation; that is, processes, persons, money, mate- 
rials, or combinations of them. 

One digit to identify the category of persons who must *ct on 
the recommendation initially, that is, legislators, organizers, 
budgeters, monitors, developers, or regulators. 
G. Coding Example*: A fully coded recommendation would con- 
sist of 13 digits as follows: 

Health Dimension Recommendations.— Recommendation suggests 
funding of the Mental Health Ass^tance Act. 
01— Alabama 

01— Recommendation Number 

01— Sub-recommendation Number 
1— Health Dimension 

3— Mental Aspect 

1 —More/Provide 

1— Location Unspecified 

1— Federal (help provider) 

3— Monev (Capability resource involved) 

1— Legislators (fashion appropriation) 
0101011311131— Full code is 13 digits. 

Economic Dimension Recommendations.— Recommendation sug- 
gests allowing elderly interest and dividend tax deductions. 

02— Alaska 

01— Recommendation Number 
01— Sub-recommendation Number 

2— Economic Dimension 

3— Reduce Outgo 
1— Thru Taxes 

3— Affecting a Process 
1— Federal 

1— Process 

1 Legislators 
02010123131 11— Full code is 13 digits. 

Social Dimension Recommendation.— Recommendation inv wes 
providing protective services for the elderly. 

03— Arizona 

01— Recommendation Number 
01— Sub-recommendation Number 
3— Social Dimension 

2— Others are the problem 
1— As a resident 
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4— Social Values (overall-well-being) 
2— State and Local Government 

5— Two or more resources 

1— Legislators set policy/program in motion. 
0301013214251— Full 13-digit code. 

In this example, the elderly needs protection from others in the 
community where the person resides, and although this may be a 
local matter, it ma; need some impetus from the state or local leg- 
islators. Under government leadership, the assistance might in- 
volve the use of police officers to establish and train community 
watchers and life-lines for elderly in their home and on the streets. 

H. Special Note: Although our informal test indicates that most 
recommendations can be categorized using the model, some recom- 
mendations may not lend themselves towards this categorization. 
For any recommendation or portion of a recommendation that is 
undeterminable, use "9" However, there are two exceptions: the 
state code and the specific recommendation itself. For example, if 
everything but the two indicated items were unknown, the code for 
an Alabama recommendation would be: 

0101019999999— Assuming this were the first recommendation 
and sub-recommendation for Alabama. 
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Model fop Analysing states' Recoraendatlona 
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Alabama State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of alabama^ elderly concerns with those 

nationwide 

Contrary to the views nationwide, Alabama's recommendations 
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with 
economic issues next in importance* Over 50 percent of their rec- 
ommendations focus on the social dimension* 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 







Akjamt 

Number 


Percent Nit 


Nation 

mber 


fattflt 


Health 




12 


15 


639 


16 






25 


31 


2,043 


51 


Social 




44 


54 


1,346 


33 


Total 




81 


100 


4,028 


100 



Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly 

Alabama believes the economic condition of the elderly can be 
improved by reducing costs, a belief shared nationwide, as shown 
in the following table. Forty percent of Alabama's recommenda- 
tions in the economic dimension propose reducing service costs to 
relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This was also the lead* 
ing recommendation made nationwide. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON ALABAMA'S ELDERLY 



Method of rtfong financial burden Alabama Nation 



ftrcent Number Percent 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs . 

Reduce nondurable costs. . 
Increase/maintain income: 

Employment 

Nonetnptoyment 

Combinations of the above 



Total 



10 


40 


764 


37 


2 


8 


113 


6 


6 


24 


209 


10 


3 


12 


106 


5 


1 


4 


295 


15 


3 


12 


492 


24 


0 


0 


64 


3 


25 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 

1 13) 
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Seek policy changes in the Medicaid program which would 
include payment for services to older people in their own 
homes* 

Provide uniform discounts for elderly by providers of public 
transportation during non-peak hours* 

Have more available funds allocated to home health services 
which enable elderly to remain independent. 

Explore extensions of meals on wheels program through 
churches/ synagogues, provide meals 7 days instead of 5 days 
where needed, and use of church kitchens to prepare meals for 
home delivery. 

Improved social concerns through combining programs 

Alabama believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown in the 
following recommendations. 

Urge the Farmers Home Administration to make greater 
outreach efforts to educate the rural elderly about opportuni- 
ties currently available to them. 

Have old school and military buses refurbished and equipped 
with lifts for elderly handicapped persons and furnish them to 
service providers to transport the elderly. 

Involve elderly in planning and carrying out plans related to 
their activities providing opportunities for self expression and 
continued growth. 

Develop local interfaith committees to set policy for address- 
ing the needs of the elderly and to identify older persons to be 
trained as leaders to provide assistance. 

Improve health concerns by providing more help and education 

Alabama recommends providing more and better services to im- 
prove the health problems of the elderly along with education pro- 
grams. Specific recommendations include: 

Teach elderly the important relationship between nutrition, 
recreation and good health; provide continuing nutrition edu- 
cation to all groups of seniors as a deterrent to health prob- 
lems. 

Encourage volunteer groups to supplement services where 
needed, improve the delivery system to include home care for 
the needy rural elderly, and use pharmacists to help educate 
the elderly in the proper use of medication. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Sixty-two percent of Alabama's recommendations suggest im- 
proving issues impacting on older people through non-government 
sources, as opposed to 28 percent nationwide. 
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SOURCFS FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY* HEALTH, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



taOHNntfldltNflS 

Source of irnprovement Aiatumi Nation 

Percent Number Percent 



Federal government 

Nongovernment 

Federal and State government 

State and focal government 

Combinations of the above 



Total. 



8 


10 


1.215 


30 


50 


62 


1,108 


28 


1? 


15 


666 


16 


4 


5 


439 


11 


7 


8 


600 


15 


81 


100 


4,028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Alabama's recommendations suggest that existing organizations 
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their 
health, economic, and social problems (70 percent of their recom- 
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as 
shown in the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



frwta Alabama Nation 



Number Percent Number Percent 



legislator 

Organizations .. 

Budget 

Monitor 

Research and development 

Regulator 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



7 


9 


577 


14 


57 


70 


1.651 


41 


4 


5 


767 


19 


3 


4 


218 


5 


4 


5 


297 


8 


4 


5 


213 


5 


2 


2 


305 


8 


81 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Alaska State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of alaskans elderly concerns with those 

nationwide 

We found Alaska's issues regarding the elderly similar to those 
of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues as the pri- 
mary concern of the elderly in Alaska (57 percent) and the Nation 
(51 percent) followed by social issues (31 percent for Alaska) and (33 
percent nationally). 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Dimension 


Alaska 




Nation 
















Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Hea'th 




5 


1? 


639 


16 


Economic 




24 


57 


2.043 


51 


Social 




13 


31 


1.346 


33 


Total 




42 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining 
income 

The Nation recommends that the elderly's economic condition 
can be improved by reducing costs. However, Alaska believes their 
elderly s economic problems can best be resolved by increasing 
and/or maintaining income through employment and non-employ- 
ment programs (54 percent of their economic recommendations). 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ALASKA 



Recommendations 



Method nf fphfvng financial burden 


Alaska 




Nation 






Numb* 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


increase, Maintain Income 










Employment 


6 


?5i 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


/ 


29 f 


54 492 


24 


Costs 










Taxes 


< 


8 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


J 


13 


209 


10 


Reduce non durable costs 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Reduce service costs 


6 


?5 


764 


3/ 


''omhinations ot the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Tnta) 


24 


100 


2.043 


100 
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly 's financial burden 
could be relieved through employment and non-employment p; • 
gram include: 

The Social Security law should be amended to eliminate the 
earnings test so the elderly may supplement their fixed in- 
comes and be allowed to earn unlimited additional benefits. 

Mandatory retirement based on age should be abolished in 
all sectors of employment and employee should be encouraged 
to hire older people full-time, part-time, or flex-time. 

The Alaska State legislature should appropriate one million 
dollars for employment and training of Alaska senior citizens 
56 years of age on low or moderate incomes. 

Senior citizens, themselves, should be employed in positions 
at the local, state, and Federal levels which serve elderly citi- 
zens. 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

Alaska believes the social concerns of the elderly can b§ im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs (69 percent of 
their recommendations), specific recommendations include: 

Alaska supports the concept of Senior Adult Day Care and 
advocates increasing funds and resources to increase the 
number of centers available in urban, rural, and bush commu- 
nities. 

Research of the impact on older Alaskans of anticipated 
rapid development change both in rural and urban Alaska 
should be designed to minimize the impact. 

Talent banks of seniors should be established in communi- 
ties, and specifically within school districts, to be used in shar- 
ing their skills, talents, and abilities with the students and 
members of the community at large. 

A procedure should be developed by the University of Alaska 
to provide academic credit to those senior citizens who provide 
training for secondary and postsecondary students. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Alaska, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on 
all dimensions for issues impacting on the the elderly is the Feder- 
al government. Forty-one percent of Alaska's recommendations and 
30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal gov- 
ernment as the primary source for improvement. As a secondary 
source of improvement, Alaska recommends a combination of state 
and local governments and non-government sources. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of improvement 



ftecoffHitfndstiofts 

Alaska 

Number Percent 



Nation 

Number Percent 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and state government 
Nongovernment 



17 
9 

6 
9 



41 

21 
14 
21 



1,215 
439 
666 

1.108 



30 
11 
16 
28 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS— Continued 



RKQflUNfldttlOflS 

Source of impl eme n t AlasJu Niton 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Other combinations 1 3 600 15 

Total 42 100 4,028 100 



A further analysis of each dimension shows Alaska believes: non- 
government sources together with Federal and state governments 
should help the elderly resolve their health problems (40 percent); 
the Federal government should be the primary source for improv- 
ing the elderly's economic plight (67 percent); and while non-gov- 
ernment sources should be responsible for solving social problems 
(53 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



feooflMKnAtions by dnnraon 
Source orf BTtfwanent tattti Economic Socuri 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



federal Governmeni 


0 


0 


16 


87 


1 


8 




1 


20 


5 


21 


3 


23 


Federal and state gownment 


2 


40 


3 


12 


1 


8 


Nongovernment 


2 


40 


0 


0 


7 


53 


Other 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


8 


Total 


5 


100 


24 


100 


13 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Alaska's recommendations suggest that existing organizations 
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their 
health, economic, and social problems (55 percent of their recom- 
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide (41 percent) as shown 
in the following table. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



Prow** 


Alaska 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


Legislator 


10 


24 


577 


14 


Organizations 


23 


55 


1,651 


41 


Budget 


9 


21 


767 


19 


Monitor 


0 


0 


218 


5 


Research and development 


0 


0 


297 


8 


Regulator 


0 


0 


213 


5 


Combinations ol the above 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Total 


4? 


100 


4.028 


100 
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RESOURCES tfKEDKD TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Forty-five percent of Alaska's recommendations suggest process 
changes as the primary resource necessary for providers to improve 
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly unlike the 
Nation which specifies increased funding (money) as the primary 
resource* J 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



teourw — — 



Nwfttf Await Number percent 



People 

Money 

Material 

Process 

People and money 

Combinations of the above. 

Total 



1 


I 


313 


8 


14 


34 


1.449 


36 


I 


2 


120 


3 


19 


45 


1,188 


29 


6 


15 


690 


17 


1 


2 


268 


7 


42 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Arizona State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
arizona '8 elderly concerns parallel the nation's concerns 

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Arizona 
with those of the Nation, we found that Arizona's issues regarding 
the elderly were similar to those of the Nation as a whole. 

The following table shows that both Arizona and the Nation be- 
lieve the primary concerns of the elderly are economic issues. 
Forty-two percent of Arizona's recommendations and 51 percent of 
i J j Nati )n s recommendations are economic. The second concern of 
the elderly in Arizona, as well as nationally, deals with social 
i*9ues, followed by concerns regarding health issues. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



OUMftUOQ 


Arizona 
Rumotf re 


fttOt 


Nation 

Ntsntef 


Percent 


Health 


16 


18 


639 


16 




39 


42 


2,043 


51 


Social 


3? 


40 


1,346 


33 


Total 


92 


100 


4,028 


100 



Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs 

Arizona, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the 
elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Recom- 
mendations to reduce service costs totaled over 33 percent for both 
Arizona and the Nation, as shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON ARIZONA'S ELDERLY 



Recofiunendatons 



Method of rttiewig fattnoal bunteft 


Arizona 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


factnt 


Costs 










Reduce service costs 


13 


33 


764 


37 


Taxes 


4 


10 


113 


6 




2 


5 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


3 


t 


106 


5 


increase/Maintain Income: 












10 


26 


295 


15 


Nonenipioyntent 


/ 


18 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


39 


100 


2,043 


100 
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Most of Arizona's recommendations for improving the economic 
condition of the elderly through reduced service costs are con- 
cerned with the adequacy of Medicare. For example: 

Gaps in Medicare coverage should be eliminated, and cover- 
age should be expanded to pay for preventive health care, 
drugs, prosthetic appliances, eye glasses, wheelchairs, all neces- 
sary and prescribed appliances and aids, routine dental care, 
mental health services, skilled and unskilled in-home health 
care, health assessment services and custodial care. 

Medicare reimbureement regulations should require that the 
provider be the party applying for reimbursement, rather than 
the recipient. 
The deductible in Medicare should be reduced. 

Health concerns stress quality care and quality of life 

The Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve the 
health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn 
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Arizona 
also expresses many of these same concerns but most of Arizona's 
concerns are broad and relate to quality care and improving the el- 
derly's quality of life. For example: 

The state and private sector should develop an expanded 
range of services for those who reside in long-term care facili- 
ties and work on options to the traditional long-term care facil- 
ity residence. 

Long-term care facilities should be carefully monitored by 
the state to assure that the elderly resident's quality of life is 
preserved. 

Federal and state regulations governing facilities for health 
care of the aged should emphasize and promote the develop- 
ment of quality care. 

Social recommendations emphasize keeping the elderly independent 
The Nation's social recommendations are concerned with improv- 
ing services through better program coordination. Although some 
of Arizona's social recommendations were also concerned with im- 
proving services through better coordination, most of Arizona's 
social recommendations emphasize keeping the elderly independent 
and helping the elderly cope with personal problems. For example: 
Provide social services in low-income projects which prevent 

institutionalization, and maintain the elderly in their own 

homes. 

Provide programs to assist the elderly in coping with person- 
al, social, psychological, health, and financial problems. 

Remove physical barriers on all campuses to the elderly and 
handicapped. 

Fund through the private sector and government the devel- 
opment of cultural opportunities for the elderly that encourage 
self-expression and self-fulfillment. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BK ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT AS WELL AS 
GOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Twenty-nine percent of Arizona's recommendations suggest im- 
proving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of 
government and nongovernment sources* 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

RtOQffltlttfldltlQflS 

Source of improvement Awona l^... ..^ 

dumber Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 

Nongovernment 
Federal and State government 
State and local government . 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



19 


21 


1,215 


30 


18 


19 


1.108 


28 


19 


?1 


666 


16 


9 


iO 


439 


11 


27 


29 


600 


15 


92 


too 


4,028 


100 



A further breakout of each dimension in the following table 
shows lhat Arizona believes the Federal government should be the 
primary source for improving the economic plight of the eldeily (36 
percent), while a combination of government and non-government 
sources should help tne elderly resolve their health and social prob- 
lems (37 and 35 percent, respectively). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING The ELDERLY'S CONDITIONS BY DIMENSION 



Retontmendittas by dimension 



Source of i mp r o v em e n t Hetffli Economic Social 



Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 

Nongovernment 

Combinations of the above ... 

Total 



1 


6 


14 


36 


4 


11 


2 


13 


5 


13 


2 


5 


5 


31 


9 


23 


5 


14 


2 


13 


3 


8 


13 


35 


6 


37 


8 


20 


13 


35 


16 


100 


39 


100 


37 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXI8TING 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Arizona believes most health, economic, and social issues affect- 
ing the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations; a 
belief held by the Nation. As shown in the following table Arizona 
suggests that 55 percent of its recommendations can be carried out 
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent for the 
Nation. 
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



RoCOffUMndltlOQS 

P"*** AnttM Nation 

to"** Percent tenter Percent 



Legislator . 

Organizations 

Budget 

tonrtor 

Research and development 

Regulator 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Forty-one percent of Arizona's recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) and additional people as the primary re- 
source necessary for providers to improve the health, economic, 
and social conditions of the elderly. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



24 


26 


577 


14 


50 


55 


1651 


41 


7 


8 


767 


19 


1 


1 


218 


5 


4 


4 


297 


8 


4 


4 


213 


5 


2 


2 


305 


8 


92 


100 


4,028 


100 



Res o urces 




31 34 313 8 

*y, 12 13 1,449 36 

P"** 5 3 3 1,188 29 

Material 3 3 120 3 

People and money 33 41 690 17 

Combinations of the above 5 6 268 7 



ToW 92 100 4,028 100 



4 
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Arkansas State Issues on Aging roa the 1980's 

COMPARISON OF ARKANSAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE 

NATIONWIDE 

Contrary to the views nationwide, Arkansas' recommendations 
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with 
economic issues second. Thirty-aight percent of Arkansas' recom- 
mendations focus on the social dimension. 



RECOMMENbA T IONS BY DIMENSION 





Ddntnwn 


Number 


PtroBfrt 


Nittai 
Nunta P 


fotnt 






18 


29 


639 


16 






20 


33 


2,043 


51 


Social 




23 


38 


1446 


33 


Total 




61 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Arkansas, along with the Nation, suggests reducing costs as the 

[>rincijpai method of improving the economic condition of the elder* 
y. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 60 per- 
cent of Arkansas' recommendations proposed reducing service costs 
to relieve the financial burden on the elderly, a proposal also made 
nationwide. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING THE FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE UDERLY IN ARKANSAS 



Method of retewng financial burden Ariuran Mm 



Number Percent Nisnta Perctnt 



Costs 

Reduce service costs. 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce non-durable costs 
Increase/maintain incomr 

Employment % . . 

Nonemployment 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



12 


60 


764 


37 


1 


5 


113 


6 


2 


10 


209 


10 


2 


10 


106 


5 


2 


10 


295 


15 


0 


0 


492 


24 


1 


5 


64 


3 


20 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
cluded: 

(24) 
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Older American Act programs under Title III B and C 
should be expanded providing more transportation, home deliv- 
ered meals, and congregate meals in multipurpose senior cen- 
ters, giving the elderly a chance to stay r-^tive. 

A complete array of services should be made available in the 
home ranging from chore services to skilled nursing and ther- 
apy, meeting both physical and emotional needs. 

Medicaid arrangements for the payment of medical transpor- 
tation should provide payment with less red tape. 

Rehabilitative services should be available to the visually 
and hearing impaired to enable individuals to continue to live 
independently as long as possible, regardless of their vocation- 
al potential. 

Social concerns can be irr proved through a combination of programs 
Arkansas believes by focusing on a combination of programs the 
social concerns of the elderly can be improved as indicated by the 
following recommendations: 

Discrimination against older workers should be monitored 
a.%d enforcement of current anti-discrimination regulations 
should be increased. 

Voluntary organizations, such as historical societies, can 
make more use of the elderly in oral history projects and in 
preserving skills in crafts which may become obsolete. 

The aging network can assist the elderly to be advocates on 
their own behalf through training and leadership seminars, 
and mock legislative sessions which provide an opportunity to 
understand the legislative process. 

Improve health concerns through research and more help 

Arkansas believes health concerns of the elderly can be improved 
through research and by providing more help. Specific recommen- 
dations include: 

Federal funds should be continued and increased if possible 
to finance medical research into the physical and psychological 
aspects of the aging process. 

A portion of funding for aging programs under the Older 
Americans Act should be maintained to fund practical re- 
search into the most accurate methods of assessing the needs 
of the elderly and in developing service to meet those needs in 
the most efficient and cost effective way. 

Public health agencies shou^ be funded to establish "well el- 
derly" clinics to perform screening and provide physical check- 
ups. 

The Health Care Financing Administration should study pre- 
scription drug purchasing assistance through Medicaid to de- 
termine if funds exist to expand the coverage offered by this 
program. 

Plans of care for patients in nursing homes should contain 
restorative treatments such as physical therapy, speech ther- 
apy, occupational therapy, and counseling, with a mechanism 
for Medicaid or Title XX reimbursement. 
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IMPROVKMKNTH TO HK ACHIKVEU THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Thirty-nine percent of Arkansas' recommendations suggest im- 
proving the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the el- 
derly primarily through the Federal government, a recommenda- 
tion also made nationally (30 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE FLDERLY 



Source of improvement Arkansas Nation 

Percent Number Percent 



federal Government . 
State and local government 
federal and State government 
Nongovernment ... 
Combinations of the above . ... 

Total 



24 


39 


1.215 


30 


6 


10 


439 


11 


11 


18 


666 


16 


4 


7 


1.108 


18 


16 


26 


600 


15 


61 


100 


4,028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 
A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS 

Arkansas recommends that existing organizations and a combi- 
nation of providers assist the elderly in resolving their health, eco- 
nomic, and social problems as shown in the following table (30 and 
31 percent, respectively). 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



provider Arkansas Nation 

Percent Number Percent 



legislator 

Organizations .... 

Budget 

Monitor 

P^earch and development 
Regulators 

Combinations of the above 

fO?Jl 



5 


8 


577 


14 


18 


30 


1651 


41 


5 


8 


767 


19 


7 


12 


218 


5 


0 


0 


297 


8 


7 


11 


213 


5 


19 


31 


305 


% 


61 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURCES NEK I) ED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND 80CIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Thirty-nine percent of Arkansas' recommendation? suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the primary resource needed for provid- 
ers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the el- 
derly, a view shared by the Nation (36 percent) as shown in the 
following table. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



***** Katen 

Percent Kumta Percent 



Money 

Process 

Materia! 

ftoph and money 

Combination of the above.. 

Total 



5 


8 


313 


8 


24 


39 


1.449 


36 


1 


2 


1,188 


29 


1 


2 


120 


3 


21 


34 


690 


17 


9 


15 


268 


7 


61 


100 


4,028 


100 
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California State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
California's elderly concerns parallel the nation's concerns 

We compared California's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found California's issues regarding the elderly similar 
to those nationwide* The following table shows economic issues (71 
and 51 percent, respectively) to be the largest concern of the elder- 
ly in California and throughout the Nation with social issues being 
second (19 and 33 percent, respectively). 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 







California 




Nation 




















Number 


PfcfCWt 


NtflAta 


factnt 


Health 




7 


10 


639 


16 


Economic 




49 


71 


2,043 


51 


Social 




13 




1346 


_33 


Total .. 




69 


100 


4,028 


100 



Economic condition improved by reducing costs 

California along with the Nation recommends that the elderly's 
economic condition can best be improved by reducing costs. A fur- 
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 63 percent of 
California's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as a 
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly; a recom- 
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent), as shown in the fol- 
lowing table. 



METHOD Of RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN CALIFORNIA 



Method of rriwvmn financial burden 


Citrforma 

Number 


Rttonuntn 
Peromt 


ditiNtt 

Nation 

Number 


fa cent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs 


26 


53 


764 


37 


Taxes 


1 


2 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


3 


6 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Increase/main uin Income 










Emptoytnent 


6 


12 


295 


15 


Noneniployment 


13 


27 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


49 


100 


2,043 


100 
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic condi- 
tion can be improved by reducing service costs include: 

Funds be authorized and appropriated under the Older 
Americans Act designated to provide, strengthen, and increase 
nutrition delivery services for the elderly. 

Require the funding, coordination, and delivery of health 
and social services. 

Provide legal services that are essential to secure the rights 
of all the elderly in such areas as economic, health, housing, 
and long term care. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

California, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement 
for issues impacting on the older person is the Federal government. 
Forty-nine percent of California's recommendations and 30 percent 
of the Nation's show the Federal government as the source for im- 
provement. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



RGCOnUMfldlUOftS 

kfitormt ^ Nation 

Number ***** Number Percent 



federal Government 

Federal and State govern.fient$ 

Nongovernment 

State and local governments.. 
Combinations of the above. .. 

Total 



An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is 
that California specifies that improvements relating to social as- 
pects should be the responsibility of nongovernment sources (54 
percent) while health and economic improvements for the elderly 
should be the Federal government's responsibility (57 percent). 

SUGGESTED SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S CONDITION BY DIMENSION 

Recoiwwndjtjons by dimension 
Sourc? of improwneni Health Economic Social 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



federal Government 4 

State and local government . . 0 

federal and State government . 2 

Nongovernment j 

Other . . 0 

Total . , ] 



Source of improvement 



34 


49 


1215 


30 


13 


19 


666 


16 


13 


19 


1108 


28 


1 


1 


439 


11 


8 


12 


600 


15 


69 


100 


4,028 


100 



57 


28 


57 


2 


15 


0 


1 


2 


0 


0 


29 


8 


16 


3 


23 


14 


5 


10 


7 


54 


0 


7 


15 


1 


8 


100 


49 


100 


13 


100 
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A8818TANOK TO THK FXDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

California believes existing organizations can resolve most 
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (42 percent 
of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the Nation (41 
percent), as shown in the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



ffecofliflKflditiofts 



howdtf 


Ctbfonua 




Mm 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


fa cent 


Legislator 


9 


13 


577 


14 


Organizations 


29 


42 


1.6M 


41 


Budget 


25 


36 


767 


19 


Monitor 


2 


3 


218 


5 


Research and development 


3 


4 


297 


8 


Regulator 


1 


2 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Total 


69 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

California believes with more money (55 percent) the health, eco- 
nomic, and social conditions can be improved by existing organiza- 
tions, a view shared by the nation (36 percent), as shown in the fol- 
lowing table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



ClM Niton 
Number Pefctnt Number facent 



People . 2 3 313 8 

Money 38 55 1,449 36 

Material . 0 0 120 3 

Process 18 26 U88 29 

People and money 11 16 690 17 

Combinations of the above 0 0 268 7 

Total 69 100 4,028 100 
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Colorado State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of colorado's elderly concerns with those 

nationwide 

On/ comparison of Colorado's elderly concerns with those nation- 
wide showed economic issues to be the primary concern of the el- 
derly (51 percent of their recommendations)* Health issues are 
second in Colorado (26 percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Colorado 

Dunenson 



ton** ftroart Number Percent 



Health . 
Economic 
Social 



Total 



43 


26 


639 


16 


85 


51 


2,043 


51 


38 


23 


1.346 


33 


1S6 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Colorado, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the 
elderly could be improved by reducing service costs. Fifty-one per- 
cent of Colorado's recommendations and 37 percent of the Nation's 
propose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on 
the elderly, as the following table shows. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN COLORADO 



Method of re&evmg financial burden Cotor ido fctnn 



Percent Number Percent 



Costs 

Reduce service costs. . 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs .. . 

Reduce nondurable costs. 
Increase/Maintain Income.- 

Employment 

Nonemptoyroent 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



43 


51 


764 


07 


5 


6 


113 


6 


7 


8 


209 


10 


0 


0 


106 


5 


5 


6 


295 


15 


25 


29 


492 


24 


0 


0 


64 


3 


85 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 

The Congress and state legislatures should initiate cost con- 
tainment measures for medical services. 
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The Congress and state legislatures should provide funds for 
the expansion of community support services— home mainte- 
nance, health, social and transportation services which enable 
the elderly to live in their own community. 

The Congress and the states should enact legislation to es- 
tablish energy rate structures which reduce costs to residential 
consumers* 

Legal services, at least legal advice, should be accessible to 
all older Americans and legal programs should be expanded. 

Reduce health concerns through training, education, and a combi- 
nation of programs 

Colorado's recommendations suggest reducing the health prob- 
lems of their elderly through training, education, and a combina- 
tion ofprograms. For example, Colorado recommends: 

Federal, state, and local funds should support training pro- 
grams for professionals and paraprofessionals to enable them 
to deal effectively with elders of diverse backgrounds in the 
planning and delivery of home health and support services. 

Preventive health education should be provided for ail prac- 
titioners in health-related fields and for older adults them- 
selves. 

Geriatric nutrition, taught by qualified instructors, should be 
included in the curricula of all medical and nursing schools. 

A full range of home health and in-home services should be 
developed and accessible to rural and urban elders in every 
community. 

State offices on aging and area agencies on aging should 
assure coordination of community-based long-term care serv- 
ices and should disseminate information about such services to 
older persons, health care and social service professionals, and 
the general public. 

Improve social concerns through a combination ofprograms 

Colorado believes the socu I concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs. Specific recom- 
mendations include: 

The area agencies on aging should organize, fund, and publi- 
cize advocacy groups of clients and consumers to provide a 
mechanism for dealing with problems and complaints against 
agencies and programs serving elders. 

National television, radio stations, and local stations should 
be encouraged to eliminate programs and advertisements 
which perpetrate negative stereotypes of aging and older 
people. 

Apply economic pressure to alert the private sector to ol iei 
consumer's power in the market place and their increasing 
economic power in an aging society. 

Intergenerational contacts should be promoted through serv- 
ice clubs, community groups, and extended families. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO RK ACHIEVKD THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Forty-one percent of Colorado's recommendations suggest non- 
government as the primary source for improvement on all dimen- 
sions for issues affecting the elderly. However, the Nation believes 
the Federal government is the primary source of improvement. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELOERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of wiyroYement Cotooo Nation 



Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 

State and local government . 
Federal and State government 

Nongovernment 

Other combinations 

Total 



40 


24 


1215 


30 


7 


4 


439 


11 


34 


21 


666 


iC 


68 


41 


1108 


28 


17_ 


10 


600 


15 


166 


100 


4,028 


100 



A further analysis of each dimension shows Colorado specifies 
that nongovernment sources should help the elderly resolve their 
health and social problems (65 and 61 percent, respectively) while 
the Federal government should be the primary source for improv- 
ing the elderly's economic plight (39 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



taofltrnenditiORS by dimension 



Source of imjwvement Health Economic Social 



Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
federal and State government 
Nongovernment 

Other combinations . . 
Total 



4 


9 


33 


39 


3 


8 


3 


7 


1 


1 


3 


8 


7 


16 


21 


25 


6 


15 


28 


65 


17 


20 


23 


61 


1 


3 


_J3 


15 


3 


8 


43 


100 


85 


100 


38 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Colorado and the Nation believe that existing organizations can 
provide the help needed to resolve most health, economic, and 
social issues impacting on the elderly (55 and 41 percent, respec- 
tively) as shown in the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 
Colorado Nation 
Number Percent Number Percent 



5 3 577 14 

92 55 1,651 41 



r>0Wter 



legislator 
Organizations 



37 
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PROVIDf R OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY — Continued 



Rtcofluntflditiom 





Colorado 










Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Budget 


27 


16 


767 


19 


monitor 


IS 


10 


218 


5 


Research and development 


5 


3 


297 


8 


Regulator 


20 


12 


213 


5 


Confo'tatorc of the above 


1 


1 


305 


8 


Total 


166 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY 

Forty-eight percent of Colorado's recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the resource needed for providers to im- 
prove the health, economic, and social condition of the eldetty, a 
view shared by the Nation (36 percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



uwaou Rtuon 

Resources 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Peopli / 4 313 8 

Money 79 48 1.449 36 

Material 4 2 120 3 

Process 48 29 1188 29 

People and money 27 16 690 17 

Combination of the above 1 I 268 7 

Total 166 100 4,028 100 
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Connecticut State Issues on Aging for the 198C's 
Connecticut's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

We compared Connecticut's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found Connecticut's issues regarding the elderly similar 
to those of the Nation* The following table shows economic issues 
to be the primary concern of the elderly in Connecticut (64 percent) 
and throughout the Nation (51 percent) with social issues being 
second. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





OuiKfmoiis 


uniKcucui 
Number Perceni 




Nflon 

Number 


Percent 


Health ... . 




9 


12 


639 


16 


Economic .... 




50 


64 


2,043 


51 


Social 




19 


24 


1,346 


33 


Total 




78 


100 


4.028 


100 



Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs 

Connecticut, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs 
as the best way to improve the older persons' economic condition. 
A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 56 per- 
cent of Connecticut's recommendations suggest reducing service 
costs as the primary method of relieving the financial burden on 
older people. This suggestion was also made by the Nation (37 per- 
cent), as shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN CONNECTICUT 



Recommo nations 

Method of relieving financial burden GonnettaJt Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Costs 



Reduce service costs 


28 


56 


764 


37 


Taxes 


2 


4 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


3 


6 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


3 


6 


106 


5 


Increase/Maintain Income: 








fmployment . . 


5 


10 


295 


15 


Nunemployment 


7 


14 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


2 


4 


64 


3 


Total 


50 


100 


2.043 


100 



(35) 



9 

ERIC 



39 



36 

Training of professional and para-professional health care 
personnel include gerontology and men'al health as part of the 
curriculum* 

Education and training in gerontology be mandated for all 
health care personnel, including physicians involved in long- 
term care* 

Priority be given to public and private funding of research 
and training to basic psychological and physiological research, 
geriatric medical and mental practices, long-term care and in- 
formal support systems* 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Connecticut, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement 
on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal 
government* Forty-eight percent of Connecticut's recommendations 
and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal 
government as the primary source for improvement As a second- 
ary source of improvement, Connecticut recommends Federal and 
state governments* 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERIY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of tnpravMMAt 


Connecticut 
Number Percent 




Nation 

Number 


Ascent 




37 


48 


1,215 


30 


federal and State governments 


18 


23 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


12 


15 


1,108 


28 


State and local governments 


3 


4 


439 


11 


Other 


8 


10 


600 


15 


Total 


78 1 


00 


4,028 


100 



An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is 
that Connecticut specifies that improvements relating to social as- 
pect should be the responsibility of Federal and state governments 
(37 percent) while health and economic improvements for the elder- 
ly should be the Federal government's responsibility, 45 and 62 
percent, respectively. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



fteconwnenditiftj by dtamson 



Source of improvement 


Health 


Eoort 


jrroc 


Social 




Number 


Pprcerrt l 


lumber 


Percent 1 


(umber Percent 


federal Government 


4 


45 


31 


62 


? 10 


State and local government 


1 


11 


1 


2 


1 5 


Federal and State government 


2 


22 


9 


18 


7 37 


Nongovernment 


1 


11 


5 


10 


6 32 


Other 


1 


11 


4 


8 


3 16 


Total 


9 


100 


50 


100 


19 100 
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ASSISTANCE T() TIIK ELDERLY THROUGH EXI8TINO ORGANIZATIONS 

Connecticut believes existing organizations and more funds can 
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder- 
ly (65 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by 
the Nation as the following table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 




Connecticut Nation 



Awe* Number Percent 



legislator 

Organisation* . 
Budget 

Monitor 

Research and development 

Regulator 

Combination) of the above 



Total 



14 


18 


577 


14 


26 


33 


1,651 


41 


25 


32 


767 


19 


3 


4 


218 


5 


I 


1 


297 


8 


7 


9 


213 


5 


2 


3 


305 


8 


78 


100 


4.028 


100 



F/SSOURCE8 NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE EIjDERLY 

Connecticut believes through increased funding (money) the 
health, economic, and social conditions can be improved by existing 
organizations, a view shared by the Nation, 40 and 36 percent re- 
spectively, s shown in the following table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resource 



Connecticut 



Percent 



People 

Money 

Material 

Process 

People and money 
Combtnatnm of the abu* 

Total 



Nation 



Percent 



2 


3 


313 


8 


31 


40 


1449 


36 


1 


1 


120 


3 


9 


11 


U88 


29 




36 


690 


17 


/ 


9 


268 


7 


78 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Delaware State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Delaware's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

A comparison of Delaware's issues regarding the elderly with 
those of the Nation disclosed them to be similar. For example, the 
elderly in Delaware and the Nation are primarily concerned with 
economic issues (57 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues 
second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Duncnuons 




Pvotnt 


Niton 

Number 


PtftMt 


Health . 




8 


18 


639 


16 


Economic 




25 


57 


2.043 


51 


Social 




11 


25 


1.346 


33 


Total 




44 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve wonomic conditions by reducing costs 

Delaware agrees with the Nation's recommendations that the 
economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing 
costs. To relieve the financial burden on the elderly, 40 percent of 
Delaware's economic recommendations suggest reducing service 
costs, & recommendation also made nationwide (37 percent! 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN DELAWARE 



Reconvneoditons 



Method of retavmg financial bwfen 


Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Nufflbb' 


toofltt 


Costs 










RfHluce service costs 


10 


40 


764 


37 


ism 


0 


0 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


2 


8 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


8 


32 


106 


5 


Increase/Maintain Income: 




Employment 


2 


8 


295 


15 


reemployment 


3 


12 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above ... 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


25 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be 
improved by reducing service costs include: 

Medicare should include coverage for home care, diagnostic 
and preventive services. 

(38) 
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Medicare coverage should include services provided by nurse 
practitioners, physician's assistants, and trained paraprofes- 
sionals. 

Federal emphasis should be placed upon congregate housing 
facilities to develop and provide supportive services* 

To promote maximum independence and quality of life, in- 
creased funding and attention should be accorded comprehen- 
sive in-home services. 

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Delaware believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of pvograms (55 percent of 
their recommendations)* Specific recommendations include: 

The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 should be vigorously en- 
forced. 

Funds should be provided to develop and ensure monitoring 
and enforcement of national standards for quality services. 

Federal and state legislative measures and initiatives to 
assist crime victims should recognize the special needs of the 
elderly victim (i.e., special physical, social, and economic 
needs.). 

Improve health concerns through research, education, and by pro- 
viding more services 

Delaware believes health problems of the elderly can be im- 

B roved through training, research and by providing more services, 
lelaware recommends tor example: 

The Medicare program be evolved into a national health 
care plan for all ages with special emphasis on the needs of the 
elderly. 

A national research initiative on Alzheimer's disease be un- 
der aken with funding equivalent to that for cancer or heart 
disease research. 

New or reallocated funds be used to support medical educa- 
tion and the training of health care professionals in geriatric 
and gerontological specialties. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Delaware, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on 
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal 
government. Fifty-two percent of Delaware's recommendations and 
30 percent of the Nation's show the Federal government as the pri- 
mary source for improvement. As a secondary source of improve- 
ment, Delaware recommends Federal and state governments. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of improvement 



Delaware 



P&CHtt 



NitiM 



Prrtait 



Federal Government 

Federal and State government 

Nongovernment 



23 
10 



52 
23 
20 



1215 
666 



30 
16 
28 



ERIC 



43 
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SOURCES f OR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS— Continued 



Source ot npnwment Deuw* » Mabon 

Number Percent number Percent 



State and local government 2 5 439 \\ 

Other combinations 0 0 600 15 

Total 44 100 4.028 100 



An j iteresting point to note, as shown in the following table, is 
that Delaware specifies that improvements relating to health 
issues should be the responsibility of nongovernment sources (63 
percent), social issues the responsibility of Federal and state gov- 
ernments (46 percent) while economic issues are the responsibility 
of the Federal government (72 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY IN DELAWARE 



Recommendations by dtrnerwon 

Sourct of 



Federal Government 

State and local government ... 
Federal and State government 

Nongovemme.it 

Other 

Total 



Health 






Social 


Num* a — » 


Number 


ftrcent 


Number ftrcent 


2 


25 


18 


72 


3 27 


1 


12 


0 


0 


1 9 


0 


0 


5 


20 


5 46 


5 


63 


2 


8 


2 IS 


0 


C 


0_ 


0 


0 0 


8 


100 


25 


100 


11 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

MORE PUNDS 

Delaware believes more r unds and existing organizations can re- 
solve most health, ecomomic, and social issues affecting the elderly 
(32 and 30 percent, respectively). This belief is shared by the 
Nation as the following table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Rficommendiboni 

fttrtder Detjwart 

Number percent Number Percent 



legislator 

Organizations 

Budget 

Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulator . . 
Combinations of (he above . 

T0t.1l 



8 


18 


577 


14 


13 


30 


1.651 


41 


14 


32 


767 


19 


? 


4 


218 


5 


0 


0 


297 


8 


/ 


16 


213 


5 


0 


0 


305 


8 


44 


100 


4.028 


100 
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RKHOUKrKM NKKDttl) TO IMPROVK HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Delaware and the Nation increased funding (money) to be the re- 
source most likely to be affected in improving the health, economic, 
and social conditions of the elderly (5? and 36 percent, respectively) 
as shown in the following table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resource 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Pwpte 1 2 313 8 

Money 26 59 1,449 36 

Process . 14 32 1.188 29 

Material 0 0 120 3 

People and money . I 2 690 17 

Combinations of the above 2 5 268 7 

total 44 100 4.028 100 



ER?C 



45 



District of Columbia Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

district of Columbia's elderly concerns stress economic and 

social issues 

To determine what the profile of an individual State might be, 
we compared the District of Columbia's recommendations with 
those of the Nation. We found that the District of Columbia issues 
regarding the elderly were similar to those of the Nation. The fol- 
lowing table shows that the District of Columbia believes economic 
and social issues are primary concerns of the elderly (44 percent of 
the recommendations). However, nationwide, economic issues are 
the primary concern (51 percent) with social issues being second (33 
percent). 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Distact of Coiumto nation 

tomwMMtt . _ 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Hea,,h 13 12 639 16 

EconomiC 45 44 2.043 51 

45 44 1,346 33 

To,al 103 100 4.028 100 



Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs 

An analysis of the economic dimension shows that 58 percent of 
the District of Columbia's recommendations suggest reducing costs 
as the primary method of relieving the financial burden on the el- 
derly. This suggestion was also made by the Nation (58 percent), as 
shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDLRLY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Method of Sieving financial burden 



Costs 

Reduce serve? costs 
Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce nondurable costs 
Intrpase 'Maintain Income 

{mploymenf 

Nonemployment 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



Recommendations 
District of Columbta Nation 
Number Percent Number Percent 



1/ 
0 
8 
1 

1 

1/ 
I 

45 



58 



42 



764 37 

113 6 

209 10 

106 5 



295 
492 
64 

2.043 



15 
?4 
3 

100 



58 



42 



(.12) 
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Specific recommendations on how costs can be reduced include: 
Community-based programs receive greater financial sup- 
port, including direct financial support for families maintain- 
ing older persons in the home. 
Increase the number of subsidized housing units. 
Provide the elderly with financial assistance for home re- 
pairs. 

Increase neighborhood and local transportation services not 
now being met by the transit system. 

Improve social concerns by providing information on transportation 
and housing 

Most of the District of Columbia's issues regarding the social 
well-being of the elderlv are concerned with a lack of adequate 
housing and housing information and poor transportation services 
for the elderly. Examples of some of the social issues the District of 
Columbia is concerned about include: 

Require HUD to develop housing design, management, and 
certification standards for housing for the elderly. 

Educate the elderly in the processes of government regard- 
ing housing legislation, regulations, and programs. 

Establish a policy requiring transportation service coordina- 
tion among all agencies and groups providing transportation in 
order to assure the most effective use of resources. 

The public transit system provide greater protection on vehi- 
cles, at stations and bus stops, especially in high crime areas. 

Improve health concerns by providing more chronic and preventive 
care services 

The District of Columbia believes the existing health care deliv- 
ery system focuses on acute care needs, while aging persons have a 
major need for chronic and preventive care services. Examples of 
some of the District of Columbia's recommendations concerning 
health care follow: 

Establish health care as a right rather than a service avail- 
able on the ba&is of ability to pay. 

Require health care continuing education for professionals, 
paraprofessionals and volunteers. 

Provide aging persons and their families with knowledge of 
nutrition. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BK ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Thirty-two percent of the District of Columbia's recommenda- 
tions suggest the primary source of improvement on all dimensions 



47 



44 



for issues impacting on the elderly is non-government As a second- 
ary source of improvement, the District of Columbia recolhmends 
the Federal government. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE EIDERIY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source o) improvement 



RecomtnendjOoro 

District of Columbia 
Number Percent 



Nation 



Percent 



federal Government 

federal and State governments . 

Nongovernment 

State and local governments 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



26 


25 


1,215 


30 


25 


24 


666 


16 


33 


32 


1.108 


28 


9 


9 


439 


U 


10 


10 


600 




103 


100 


4,028 


100 



If we breakout the recommendations by dimension, however, we 
can see that the District of Columbia believes the primary responsi- 
bility for issues relating to the elderly's health and social concerns 
should rest with non-government sources. However, the District of 
Columbia believes the Federal government is the best source for as- 
sisting the elderly with economic problems. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Recommendations by dimension 



Sources of improvement 



federal Government . 
State and local government 
federal and State government 
Nongovernment ... 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



Health 


Economic 




Soda) 


iber Percent 


Number Percent 


Number Percent 


0 0 


19 


42 


7 16 


0 0 


1 


2 


8 18 


3 23 


14 


31 


8 18 


9 69 


6 


13 


18 40 


1 8 


5 


12 


4 8 


13 100 


45 


100 


45 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

The District of Columbia believes most health, economic, and 
social issues affecting the elderly can be resolved through existing 
organizations, a belief held by the Nation. As the table below 
shows, the District of Columbia suggests that 50 percent of its rec- 
ommendations can be carried out through existing organizations, 
compared to 41 percent nationwide. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Reioflunendjtttns 

Pronto OisltKI ot Columbia Nation 

Numtef facenl Number Petcenl 



legnbtof 10 10 577 14 

Of{jni/.)lion', 51 50 1.65! 41 



ERIC 



48 
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY— Continued 



R6C0fltnicndr.tr as 

Pronto ttetnct of Columbia Kitm 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Bidget . . 


13 


13 


767 


19 


Monitor 


11 


10 


218 


5 


Research and development 


4 


4 


297 


8 


Regulator 


. . . 8 


8 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above 


6 


5 


305 


8 


Total 


103 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

The District of Columbia believes through improved processes 
and increased funding (money) the health, economic, and social 
conditions of the elderly can be improved. This view is also shared 
by the Nation. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



District of Cotumta fetal 
Resources - 

Number Percent Number ftrcent 



People 3 3 313 8 

Money 32 31 1,449 36 

Material 3 3 120 3 

Pwess 55 53 1188 29 

People and money 4 4 690 17 

Combinations of the above 6 6 268 7 

^al 103 100 4,028 100 
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Fixwida State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 



Florida's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

To determine what the profile of an individual State might be, 
we compared Florida's recommendations with those of the Nation. 
We found that Florida's issues regarding the elderly were similar 
to those of the Nation. The following table shows that Florida be- 
lieves economic and social issues are primary concerns of the elder- 
ly (1*5 percent of the recommendations). However, nationwide, eco- 
nomic issues are the primary concern (51 percent) with social 
issues being second (33 percent). 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 









Florida 




Nation 






Dimensions 
















Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Health 






6 


30 


639 


16 


konomic 






7 


35 


2.04? 


51 


Social 






7 


35 


1.346 


33 


Total 






20 


100 


4.028 


100 



Economic dimension 

Specific recommendations concerning how the elder ly's economic 
plight could be improved through employment and non*employ- 
ment programs include: 

Eliminating restrictions on earnings for Social Security re- 
cipients, regardless of age* 
Establishing a universal and mandatory pension plan 
Having an enlightened retirement program. 

Social dimension 

Many of the issues surrounding the social aspect of Florida's el- 
derly focus on educating the elderly on the programs available to 
them. Some of the recommendations include: 

Providing programs to motivate the elderly including those 
with physical handicaps to become involved in recreation or 
leisure activities. 

Funding and expanding consumer education programs for 
the elderly utilizing senior centers and nutrition sites when 
possible. 

Providing programs for lifelong learning from infancy *o old 
ago (life-span education!. 



ERIC 
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Health dimension 

The Nation recommend* having professionals learn more about 
aging and how to prevent or treat prevalent disabling illnesses to 
resolve health problems of the elderly. Florida believes the health 
problems of their elderly can best be improved by providing serv- 
ices as shown by the following recommendations. 

More persons be maintained in the community through 
home health care and other auxilitary services. 

A continuum of services and levels of care for long term care 
be developed, coordinated, and adequately funded. 
A lifelong nutrition program be provided. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE PRIMARILY ACHIEVED THROUGH NON- 
GOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Unlike the Nation, Florida's recommendations show that the 
source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly, includ- 
ing those in health, economic, and social dimensions is non-govern- 
ment. Seventy percent of Florida's recommendations suggest non- 
government as the primary source of improvement compared to 28 
percent nationally. As shown in the following table, Florida empha- 
sizes state and local governments (20 percent) as the secondary 
source for improving the well being of their elderly. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Rgcohjnendabons 

Sow* of imprownent Honda 



Number Percent Number Percent 



Federal government 
Slate and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



1 


5 


1.215 


30 


4 


20 


439 


11 


1 


5 


666 


16 


14 


70 


1.108 


28 


0 


0 


600 


15 


20 


100 


4.028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Florida believes that existing organizations can resolve most 
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (50 percent 
of their recommendations). As shown in the following table, this 
belief is shared by the Nation. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Number 



{.PRistotor 
Orjtanwhons 
Budget 
Monitor 





Recommendatwts 




Florida 


Nation 






Pencil Numta 


Percent 


2 


10 5/7 


14 


10 


50 1.651 


41 


8 


40 767 


19 


0 


0 «8 


5 



ERIC 



51 



48 



PKOVIOtR Of ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY— Continued 





Flondi 

NuffltKT 


tocomnKflditttos 

Mattel 

RbicmI Number 


faCBtt 


Research and dratopnunt 


0 


0 297 


8 


Regulator 


0 


0 213 


5 


A i tintia sJ t> Jmm 


0 


0 305 


8 


Total 


20 


100 4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY 

Florida believes through improved processes and increased fund- 
ing the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly can be 
improved. This view is also shared by the Nation, 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resources 


Florida 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


Peqpte 


0 


0 


313 


8 




6 


30 


1.449 


36 


Material 


0 


0 


120 


3 




10 


so 


1,188 


29 




4 


20 


690 


17 




0 


0 


268 


7 


Total 


20 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Georgia State Issues on Aging tor the 1980's 
Georgia's elderly concerns are similar to those nationwide 

Georgia's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those na- 
tionwide. As shown in the following table, both Georgia and the 
Nation believe economic issues (46 and 51 percent, respectively) to 
be the primary concern of the elderly. The second concern of the 
elderly in Georgia and the Nation deals with social issues. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



OuntftSJons 



Health . 
Economic 
Social 



Total 



Georgia 




Niton 




Percent 


Number 


Patent 


11 


17 


639 


16 


31 


46 


2,043 


51 


25 


37 


1,346 


33 


67 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Georgia recommends that the economic condition of the elderly 
can be improved by reducing costs, a recommendation also made 
nationwide. Thirty-two percent of Georgia's recommendations in 
the economic dimension propose reducing service costs to relieve 
the financial burden on the elderly. This was also the leading rec- 
ommendation made nationwide. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN GEORGIA 



toconimcfildtiuos 

Method of renewig financial burden Georgia 



Nation 

tontfcr Percent number Percent 



C^ts 

Reduce service costs 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs .... 
Reduce nondurable costs. 
Increase/Miriam Income 

f mptoy merit 

Nonemptoyment 

Combinations of the above 



Total. 



10 


32 


764 


37 


4 


13 


113 


6 


4 


13 


209 


10 


2 


6 


106 


5 


7 


23 


295 


15 


4 


13 


49? 


24 


0 


0 


64 


3 


31 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
cluded: 

(49) 
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BO 

Medicare and Medicaid should be expanded to include pre- 
ventive and restorative care for eyes, ears, and teeth. 

Funding for legal services should be continued. 

More funds should be provided for the expansion of nutrition 
programs and support services for the elderlv. 

Additional funding should be made available for modified/ 
therapeutic diets. 

Improve social concerns through combination of programs and by 
providing more services 

Most of Georgia's social recommendations focus on providing 
more services and on a combination of programs to improve the 
social dimension of the elderly. For example, Georgia recommends: 
The Federal government should expand the development of 
multipurpose senior centers to provide the elderly with imme- 
diate access to a full range of services. 

A re-evaluation should be made of requirements which state 
that only in-home agencies be permitted to supply services. 

All local, State and Federal Agencies on Aging appoint a 
proportional number of senior citizens for advisory ooards, 
committees, commissions, and other groups dealing with prob- 
lems and interests of the elderly. 

Improve health concerns through research 

Eighty-two percent of Georgia's recommendations in the health 
dimension suggest research as the primary method to improve the 
health problems of the elderly. Specific recommendations include: 
Further research be conducted to identify variables that help 
people stay healthy in old age. 

National research be conducted to determine Qualitative ef- 
fectiveness of existing services to the elderly including educa- 
tion and training programs. 

Federal support will continue for research in viable alterna- 
tives to long-term care and in-house health care in rural and 
urban areas. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE 

GOVERNMENTS 

Thirty-seven percent of Georgia's recommendations suggest the 
source of improvement on all dimensions for issues impacting on 
the elderly is Federal and State governments as opposed to 16 per- 
cent nationwide. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



$<w oi 'fnprowrwit Georgia Nalwn 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


fwlpf.ll (lOveeimpnt 


18 


21 


1.215 


30 


federal and Stale government 


?5 


3/ 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


IB 


24 


1.108 


28 


Stale and local government 


5 


/ 


439 
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Other combination*. 


3 


5 


600 


15 


total 


6/ 


100 


4.0?8 


100 
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A further analysis of each dimension shows that Georgia believes 
non-government sources should help the elderly resolve their 
health problems (64 percent) while Federal and State governments 
should be the primary source for improving the elderly's economic 
and social problems (48 and 40 percent, respectively). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Recommendations by dimenvon 



Source ol improvement 


Health 




tconomic 


Social 




Number Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number Percent 


federal Government 


3 


2/ 


9 


29 


6 2' 


Staw and local government 


0 


0 


1 


3 


4 16 


federal *nd State government 


0 


0 


15 


48 


10 40 


Nonjjovernmen. 


/ 


64 


4 


13 


5 20 


Other 


1 


9 


2 


7 


0 0 
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It 


100 


31 


100 


25 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THK ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

MORE FUNDS 

Georgia Mieves more fund? and existing organizations can re- 
solve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the Hderly 
<o<> and 24 f>ercent, respectively) as shown in the following table, 

PROVIDER OF ASS'STANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendation* 



Provider 


Georgia 




Nation 






Number 


percernt 


Number 


percent 


ipUWatGf 


9 


13 


577 


14 


OfKuiH/ations 


16 


24 


L65i 


41 


Budget 


24 


36 


767 


19 


Monitor 


3 


5 


218 
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Researc and development 


13 


19 


297 
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213 
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0 
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100 
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RK8OUK0K8 NKKDK!) TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Georgia believes more money (57 percent) is the resource needed 
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder- 
ly, a view shared by the Nation (36 percent) as the following table 

shows. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Resources 



Number 



Money 

Material 

Process 

People and money . .. . 
Combinations of the above 

lotal 



Georgia 




Nabon 






percernt 


Number 


percent 


0 


i — 
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313 
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38 


57 


1449 


36 
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120 
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28 
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268 
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67 
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4.028 


100 
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Hawaii State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of hawaii's elderly concerns with those 

kationwide 

Our comparison of Hawaii's elderly concerns with those nation- 
wide showed economic issues to be the primary concern of the el- 
derly (74 and 51 percent, respectively). Health issues are second in 
Hawaii (16 percent). 

ECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Health 

Economic 

Social 



Dimension 



Hawaii 



Natta 



Number 



Percent 



Numta 



Total 



14 


16 


639 


16 


64 


74 


2,043 


51 


9 


10 


1346 


33 


87 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing casts 

Hawaii, like the Nation, believes ;he economic condition of the 
elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Forty-two 
percent of Hawaii s recommendations propose reducing service 
costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This was also 
the leading recommendation made nationwide. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN HAWAII 



Method of rawing financial burden 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 
Taxes 

Reduce durable costs .. 

Reduce nondurable costs, 
increase/ maintain income: 

Employment 

Nonempty ment 
Combinations of the above 

Total . ... 



Hawaii 




Nation 




r 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


27 


42 


764 


37 


4 


6 


113 


6 


5 


8 


209 


10 


2 


3 


106 


5 


15 


24 


295 


15 


II 


1? 


492 


24 
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0 


64 


3 


64 


too 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 

Improve and expand Medicare B-Plan to include coverage of 
dental, hearing, vision, mental health, and drug services. 
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Non-inHtitutionnl nervices be supported; e.g., home care, 
group home**, meata on wheels, chore services, and health edu- 
cation and that these services be funded with public and pri- 
vate insurances. 

Establish lower utility rates per unit for lower consumption. 

Improve swiai concerns through a combination of programs 

Hawaii believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs. For example, 
Hawaii recommends: 

Negative attitudes of employers, the general public, the 
media, and seniors themselves toward the continued or new 
employment of the elderly persons should be counteracted 
through a vigorous educational and public relations campaign 
to emphasize employability, skills, and other resources found 
in our elderly population. 

Comprehensive services should be developed to provide sup- 
port for all elderly victims of abuse, neglect, and exploitation 
while legal action against the perpetrators is being taken. 

Improve health concerns through education and a combination of 
programs 

Seventy-two percent of Hawaii's recommendations in the health 
dimension suggest improving the health problems of the elderly 
through education ana a combination of programs. Specific recom- 
mendation include: 

Provide and develop effective health education programs for 
the promotion and maintenance of health for individuals, 
groups, families, volunteers, churches and the community at 
large. 

Future manpower needs in gerontology be assessed; certifica- 
tion and lr insing standards for gerontological health care per- 
sonnel be established; and necessary education and training to 
meet these standards be provided. 

Preventive services be increased to improve personal health; 
e.g., developing or increasing screening and diagnostic tests 
and counseling to overcome psychological obstacles in going to 
dentists or doctors. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Thirty-percent of Hawaii's recommendations suggest nongovern- 
ment sources to be the primary source for improvement on all di- 
mensions for issues impacting on the elderly. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Sourc* of improvement 



Hawm 



Number 



Nation 



dumber 



Percent 



federal Government 
Slate and local governm it 
Federal ,ind State government 
Nongovernment 



19 
9 

18 
26 



?? 
10 
21 
30 



1.215 
439 
666 

1,108 



30 
11 
16 
28 



I: Rife 



56 



55 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDtRiY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS— Continued 

Source o< onpwement Hawn Nation 

Number faceot taster toctnt 

Other comtanatwrrs 15 17 600 15 

Total 87 100 4,028 100 



A further analysis of each dimension shows Hawaii believes non- 
government sources should help the elderly resolve their health 
problems (72 percent), the Federal government should be the pri- 
mary source for improving the elderly's economic plight (25 per- 
cent) while state and local governments should be responsible for 
solving social problems (34 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE. ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 

raxwwnwauonj oy QMntmofl 
Soufot of Nnpfwmnt HejRh Econorrac Socal 



tanter Pcrotnt tanbef fateot tanter Percent 



Federal fovenrment 2 14 16 25 1 11 

State and local gownment 0 0 6 9 3 34 

Federal and State government 1 7 15 23 2 22 

Nongovernment 10 72 14 22 2 22 

Other 1 7 13 21 1 11 



Total 14 100 64 100 9 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Over 50 percent of Hawaii's recommendations suggest resolving 
most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly 
through existing organizations. This recommendation was also 
made by the Nation (41 percent) as shown in the following table. 



PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 






RccomnwidatiQns 






Provider 


Hawaii 




Nation 






Number 


FVrcpTTt Hunt 


btr 


Pewit 


Legislator 


3 


3 


577 


14 


Organizations 


44 


51 


1,651 


41 


Budget . . 


28 


32 


767 


19 


Monitor 


1 


1 


218 


5 


Research and development 


4 


5 


297 


8 


Regulator 


6 


7 


213 


5 


Combinations of the abote 


1 


1 


305 


8 


total 


8/ 


100 


4,028 


100 
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RKHOUKCKH NKKDKD TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Hawaii believes increased funding (money) as the resource most 
likely to be affected in improving the health, economic, and social 
conditions of the elderly (49 percent) a view shared by the Nation 
Ctt) percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Hawaii Nation 
Resource a - ■-- 

Number Percent Number Pwcent 



People 


1 


1 


313 


8 


Money 


43 


49 


1449 


36 


Material 


. 2 


2 


120 


3 


Proem 


27 


31 


1,188 


29 


People and money . ... 


11 


13 


690 


17 


Combinations ol the above 


3 


4 


268 


7 


Total 


87 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Idaho State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

COMPARISON OK IDAHO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE NATIONWIDE 

We found Idaho's issues regarding the elderly to be similar to 
those nationwide. The following table shows economic issues to be 
the primary concern of the elderly both in Idaho and the Nation 
(61 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues second (23 and 
M percent, respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



ommm . 

Phm"! Itadw fount 



Health 

Economic 

Social 



Total 



5 


16 


639 


16 


19 


61 


2.043 


51 


7 


23 


1.346 


33 


31 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Idaho and the Nation recommend reducing costs as the best 
method of improving the economic condition of the elderly as 
shown in the following table. A further analysis of the economic di- 
mension shows that 37 percent of both Idaho's and the Nation's 
economic recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the 
principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly. 

METHOD OF KEIIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN IDAHO 



Method of relieving financial burden 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 
Reduce nondurable costs 

Increase/maintain income 
Employment 
reemployment 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



Idaho 




Nation 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


7 


37 


764 


37 


1 


6 


113 


6 


1 


5 


209 


10 


0 


0 


106 


5 


5 


26 


295 


15 


5 


26 


492 


24 


0 


0 


64 


3 


19 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 

ude: 



clu 

(57) 
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Support the development of financing mechanisms for the 
full range of adult day care and for homemaker services. Such 
funding mechanisms should consider the variety of need of the 
elderly for various levels of adult <'ay care. 

Medicare should pay 80 percent of current costs. Glasses, 
hearing aids, dentures, medications (drugs), and mental health 
should be covered by Medicare on a sliding fee schedule based 
on monthly income. 

Support the continued funding of the Legal Services Corpo- 
ration and Idaho Legal Services, Inc. 

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Idaho believes by focusing on a combination of programs the 
social concerns of the elderly can be improved as indicated by the 
following recommendations: 

Use knowledgeable retired persons in pre-retirement coun- 
seling and planning programs in the public and private sectors. 

Abandon existing private and public personnel policies that 
discriminate against older Americans. 

Give strong consideration to minority appointments to future 
White House Conference on aging. 

Improve health concerns through research and more care 

Idaho believes health problems of the elderly can be improved 
through research and by providing more care. For example: 

Amend nursing home laws and regulations to provide more 
balanced care to treat the whole person and provide medical, 
emotional, and support services to meet their individual needs. 

Support research into the needs and attitudes specific to the 
elderly living in rural areas. 

Support continued basic research on the bio-medical areas of 
Cellulor Biology and Neuro-Chemistry. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BR ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Twenty-nine percent of Idaho's recommendations suggest improv- 
ing all dimensions for issues impac ing on the elderly through the 
Federal government, a recommendation also made nationally (30 
percent). 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 







taORMMfldltlMS 




Source of improvement 


Idano 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


federal Government 


9 


29 


1,215 


30 


State and local Rovernr *nt 


8 


26 


439 


11 


federal and State gov* rnmenf 


4 


13 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


2 


6 


1,108 


28 


Combinations of the above 


8 


26 


600 


15 


fatal 


31 


100 


4.028 


100 



611 
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Of interest m the following table which shows that Idaho speci- 
fies that improvements relating to health and social issues should 
be the responsibility of state and local governments and other com- 
binations while economic improvements should be the Federal gov- 
ernment s responsibility. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



tocommwditom by dbnensjon 
Sowce of mpottmnt Health Economic S oci al 



federal Government 

State and local government 

federal and State government 

Nongovernment 

Other 

Total 



Number 


Pit cent i 


lumber 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


0 


0 


9 


47 


0 


0 


2 


40 


3 


16 


3 


43 


1 


20 


3 


16 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


5 


1 


14 


2 


40 


3 


16 


3 


43 


5 


100 


19 


100 


7 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

LEGISLATION 

Idaho recommends that assistance needed by the elderly to re- 
solve their health, economic, and social problems can be provided 
by existing organizations with legislation second (29 and 26 per- 
cent, respectively). 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



(^commendations 

M>no Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



26 577 14 

29 1,651 41 

6 767 19 

10 218 5 

16 297 8 

10 2)3 5 

3 305 d 

100 4,028 100 



Prcwder 



Legislator . g 

Organizations 9 

Budget ZZ..Z 2 

Monitor 3 

Research and development 5 

Regulator 3 

Combinations of the above.. . 1 

total 31 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Forty-nine percent of Idaho's recommendations suggest more 
people and money as the primary resources needed by providers to 
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly 
as opposed to 17 percent nationwide. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



ttto _ _JUto 

ihimhif Pwcent Nundw Patent 



People and money 

People 
Money 

Process 

Material 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



15 


49 


690 


17 


1 


3 


313 


8 


6 


19 


1,449 


36 


5 


16 


1.188 


29 


0 


0 


120 


3 


4 


13 


268 


7 


31 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Illinois Stato Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

COMPARISON OF ILLINOIS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE 

NATIONWIDE 

We compared Illinois' recommendations with those of the Nation 
and found Illinois issues regarding the elderly parallel the Na- 
tion s. The following table shows economic issues to be the Drimarv 

fE&Ftn iir^i d n rl /,! n 5i U ? ta (7 ? P« rcent >and throughout the 
Nation (51 percent), followed by social issues and lastly by health 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIP WON 



Ufinoe iiiation 



ftrcwt Numbe r Percent 

Health 0 * 

Economic . j * " ? 

Social fn 73 *-«3 51 

„ JO 23 1,346 _33 

T0,al 44 100 ~ 4.028 " 100 



Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining 
income e 

According to the Nation's recommendations, the elderly's eco- 
nomic condition could be improved by reducing costs. Illinois, how- 
ever, recommends that economic problems can best be resolved bv 
increasing and/or mamtaining the income of the elderly, as showh 
n the following table. Forty-four percent of Illinois' recommenda- 
tions suggest increasing and/or maintaining income through non- 
T?,i7Ei e ?i pro F ams ' like social security. Illinois believes this 
the elderly pnmary method of relie ™g the financial burden on 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ILLINOIS 



taoflirnendabons 

Method of relieving financial burden - tt(m Nation "" 

ton** Percent Number percent 

Costs 

Reduce service costs 0 l , la m 

Urn 1 " ' M 37 

0 0 113 fi 

Reduce durable costs 4 {t 11* * 

Reduce nondurable costs ? 6 J*? *J 

Increase/maintain income L 5 

fmptoyment 4 |? 

r^otoyment u J g 

(01) 



o 

ERLC 
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METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ILUNOIS— Continued 



Method of rebewg fmanoa) burden (tows Natw 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Combination) of the above 0 Q_ §4 3 

Total 32 100 2,043 100 



Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic plight 
could be improved through non-employment programs include: 

Social Security benefits should be protected, using general 
tax revenues to finance the system if necessary. 

The Social Security System should be carefully examined 
and improved. It should be returned to its basic purpose and 
thereby reinstill the public's confidence in the system and its 
solvency. 

Social programs and Social Security should receive greater 
priority in Congressional expenditures. 
The earnings test in Social Security should be eliminated. 

Social concerns stress better knowledge about the reality of growing 
old 

Most of Illinois' social recommendations stress the need for 
better knowledge about physical, social, and medical reality of 
growing old. In addition, the recommendations suggest the personal 
initiative of the elderly should receive more reinforcement from 
national policies. Specific recommendations include: 

Funding should be increased for high-quality basic, applied, 
and policy research within the field of aging, including support 
for biomedical, psycho-social, economic, and humanistic aspects 
of aging, and the linkages among them. 

Support should be particularly targeted on research which 
analyzes alternative ways of educating and communicating the 
basic core of knowledge about the aging process to those who 
work in the field and to the general public, especially the 
elderly. 

Research should be on the conditions under which people 
retire between the ages of 55 and 70, and their situation after 
retirement— particularly in terms of nature of employment, 
economic status, and health. 

National policy should encourage the personal initiative and 
involvement of older Americans in a broad range of communi- 
ty activities, particularly programs of self-help and volunteer 
service, especially those that enable sharing of skills and expe- 
rience of age with other generations. 

National policy should insure opportunities for education, 
work, and leisure across the full lifespan in such proportions 
and at such times as to meet tho needs of the individual as 
well aa the demands of society and to accommodate the need 
for individual life styles by the elderly as well as the young. 
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Illinois stresses vompirhensive health care 

Most of the Nution h recommendations on how to resolve the 
health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn 
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Illinois, 
however, stresses comprehensive health care including health care 
support services. Illinois' health recommendations include: 
Congress should adopt a national health service. 
Local health care networks should be developed and funded 
which includes adequate transportation to and from health 
services; and programs for health maintenance and disease 
prevention. 

A comprehensive information and referral service should be 
established to enable individuals to obtain knowledge and help 
in receiving needed health care services. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES 

Thirty-nine percent of Illinois' recommendations suggest improv- 
ing issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of 
sources, as opposed to 15 percent by the Nation, as shown in the 
following table. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEAL1H, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



toonuncndstiofls 



Source of improvement 



Naton 



Number 



Percent 



Number 



Percent 



federal Government 

federal and State government 

Nongovernment 

Stite and local government 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



16 


36 


1215 


30 


7 


16 


666 


16 


1 


2 


1,108 


28 


3 


7 


439 


11 


17 


39 


600 


15 


44 


100 


4.028 


100 



As shown in the following table, Illinois specifies that improve- 
ments relating to health and social issues should be the responsibil- 
ity of a combination of sources while economic improvements for 
the elderly should be the Federal government's responsibility. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Wt* ol improvement 



federal Government 
State and local government 
federal and Slate government 
Nongovernment 
Other combinations 

fntal 



te'jnmendations by dimension 



Health 


Economic 


Social 


1 Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number Percent 


0 0 


U 


38 


4 40 


0 0 


.1 


9 


0 0 


0 0 


/ 


22 


0 0 


0 0 


1 


3 


0 0 


2 100 


9 


?8 


6 60 


? 100 


■V 


100 


10 100 
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A88I8TANCK TO THE EU)ERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS 

Illinois believes more funds through budget considerations can 
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder- 
ly (39 percent of their recommendations). The Nation, on the other 
hand, believes existing organizations can best resolve the issues af- 
fecting the elderly (41 percent of the recommendations), as the fol- 
lowing table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



RtGOfMIMfltftttOftS 



Proud* 


IfljOQtS 


Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Kumtoer Percent 




Legislator 


11 


25 


577 


14 


Organizations 


3 


6 


1651 


41 


Budget 


1/ 


39 


767 


19 


Monitor 


0 


0 


218 


5 


Research and development 


2 


5 


297 


8 


Regulator 


2 


5 


213 


5 


Comhnatiom ot the t we 


9 


20 


305 


8 


Total 


44 


100 


4,028 


100 


RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, 


ECONOMIC, 


AND SOCIAL 





CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Illinois believes through increased funding (money) the health, 
economic, and social conditions can be improved by providers (43 
percent of their recommendations), as shown in the following table. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 









Nation 




Resources 












Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


People . 


0 


0 


313 


8 


Ahney . 


19 


43 


1449 


36 


Material . . . 


0 


0 


120 


3 


Proce$s ... 


17 


39 


1188 


L4 


People ano money 


4 


9 


690 


17 


Combinations of the above 


. .. 4 


9 


268 


7 


Total 


44 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Indiana State Issues on Aging por the 1980's 
Indiana's elderly concerns parallel the nation's concerns 

A comparison of Indianu's issues regarding the elderly with those 
of the Nation showed them to be similar. For example, the elderly 
in Indiana and the Nation are primarily concerned with economic 
issues (52 and 51 percent, respectively) with socH issues second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Health 

Economic 

Social 



Total 



Indiana 




Nation 






Ptrcw! 


Number 


Percent 


12 


20 


639 


16 


31 


52 


2.043 


51 


17 


28 


1,346 


33 


60 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve econu, ic condition through nonemployment programs 

Indiana believes the economic plight of the elderly could be im- 
proved by increasing and/or maintaining income through non/em- 
ployment programs (like increase in Social Security benefits). As 
the following table shows, 39 percent of Indiana's recommendations 
suggest non-employment programs to relieve the financial burden 
on the elderly. 

MfTHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN INDIANA 



faunratnditofls 



Wethtf if sieving financial burden 



Cosh 

Reduce service c« »L 
lues 

Reduce liable rets 

Reduce nonduraf costs 
Increase/maintain incurs 

Employment 

Nonemployment 
Combinations of (he above 

total 



Indiana 




Nation 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


9 


29 


764 


37 


i 


3 


113 


6 


0 


0 


209 


10 


0 


0 


106 


5 


9 


29 


295 


15 


12 


39 


492 


24 


0 


(l 


64 


3 


31 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic plight 
can be improved through non-employment programs include: 
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The Social Security system should be subjected to re-evalua- 
tion; no system revision should reduce or tax benefits to the el- 
derly. 

Food stamp praams should be monitored more closely. 

Lifetime investments by older Americans should be protect- 
ed by a federally established insurance program similar to 
bond deposit guarantee under FDIC\ 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 
The issues surrounding the social aspects of Indiana's elderly 
focus on a combination of programs (53 percent of the social recom- 
mendations). For example, Indiana recommends: 

All religious bodies should be encouraged to provide leader- 
ship in raising consciousness of the spiritual well-being of older 
Americans. f 
The Congress should pass the Victims of Crime Act to subsi- 
dize states which operate programs to compensate victims of 
crime. 

Education, research, and continuing education opportunities 
should be supported by appropriate funding allocations for the 
benefit of the aging and aged. 

Improve health concerns by providing more services 

Indiana believes health problems of the elderly can best be im- 
proved by providing more services as shown by the following rec- 
ommendations: t . . - 

The government should provide vocational training for un- 
employed persons to function as home health care aids. 
The government should establish Well Elderly Clinics. 
Additional federal funding should be allocated to expand the 
total nutrition programs 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Indiana, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on 
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal 
government. Fifty-three percent of Indiana's recommendations and 
HO percent of the Nation's show the Federal government as the pri- 
mary source for improvement. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 

Source of improvement 



Numb* 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nijii government 
Other i ombtnation'* 

Total 



Indira 




Nation 






Percent 


Number 


mcent 


32 


53 


1,215 


30 


0 


0 


439 


11 


6 


10 


666 


16 


7 


12 


1,108 


28 


!5 


25 


600 


15 


60 


100 


4,208 


100 
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A breakout of each dimension in the following table shows that 
Indiana believe* the Federal government should be the primary 
source for improving the economic and social issues of the elderly 
(71 and 3fi percent, respectively) while a combination of Federal 
government and non-government sources should help the elderly 
resolve their health problems (33 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELOERLY BY DIMENSION 



Source of improvement 



federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Other combinations 

Total 



Recommend!' row by dimension 
Health Economic Social 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



4 


33 


72 


71 


6 


35 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


9 


2 


6 


3 


18 


4 


33 


0 


0 


3 


18 


3 


?5 


7 


23 


5 


?9 


1? 


toy 


31 


100 


17 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS 

Indiana believes that a combination of providers can resolve 
most health, economic, and social issues affecting tho elderly (33 
percent of their recommendations). However, the Nation believes 
existing organizations can best resolve issues affecting the elderly 
(41. percent). 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendation! 



N*»der 


Indiana 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


legislator 


16 


27 


577 


14 


Organizations 


8 


13 


1,651 


41 


Budget 


9 


15 


767 


19 


Monitor 


6 


10 


218 


5 


Research ind development 


0 


0 


297 


8 


Regulate 


1 


? 


2tt 


5 


Ombm.i hons of the jbove 


20 


33 


30!. 


8 


total 


60 


100 


4.028 


100 



KESOt'KCKS NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCI VL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Indiana believes changing current processes as the resource most 
likely to he affected in improving the health, economic, and social 
conditions of the elderly (52 percent of their recommendations). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



Money 

Material 

Process 

fcnpte and money 
Combinations ol the above 

Total 







Nation 








Number 


Hofccnt 


0 


0 


313 


8 


13 


22 


1449 


36 


0 


0 


120 


3 


31 


52 


1188 


29 


4 


6 


690 


17 


12 


20 


268 


7 


60 


100 


4,028 
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Iowa State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 



iowa's fldkkly concerns parallel the nation's 

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Iowa with 
those of the Nation, we found that Iowa's issues regarding the el- 
derly were similar to those of the Nation as a whole. 

The following table shows that both Iowa and the Nation believe 
the primary concerns of older people are economic issues. Thirty- 
nine percent of Iowa's recommendations and 51 percent of the Na- 
tion's recommendations are economic. The second concern of the el- 
derly in Iowa, as well as nationally, deals with social issues, fol- 
lowed by concerns regarding health issues. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Dimension 



Number 



He.Jith 

fi.oiiomn 

Social 



Total 







Nation 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


16 


25 


639 


16 


2b 


39 


2.043 


51 


n 


36 


1.346 


33 


64 


100 


4.028 


100 



Economic condition can be improved through non-employment pro- 
grams 

Iowa believes the economic plight of the elderly could be im- 
proved by increasing/ maintaining income through non-employment 
programs dike -reuse in Social Security benefits). As the table 
shows, 44 perceul of Iowa's recommendations suggest increasing/ 
maintaining income through non-employment programs. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON IOWA'S ELDERLY 



Recommit lions 



WhIiji t> .Hit If l> n\| , 



Rrrtun* rniuiijnNp ,v. 
If" ti;\ ,f i«uin|,i,i' Mn.m>' 
( 'pjiK.yiit fit 

I i»r t i'Mt i.f . :f <hp ,ifv,vn 
t !.H 



Iowa 




Nation 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


b 


?4 


m 


3/ 


1 


4 


113 


6 


0 


0 


?09 


10 


1 


4 


106 


5 


h 


?4 


?% 


IS 


11 


■14 


49/ 


?4 


II 


n 


fi4 


3 


, J S 


100 


?M\ 


100 
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Mont of Iowa's recommendations for improving the eldei ly's eco- 
nomic situation concerned the Social Security System, For exam- 
ple: 

Workers have the option to retire with full benefits at age 

Deficits incurred by the Social Security Administration be 
compensated from the general revenue funds. 

A ceiling be placed on the top amount of Social Security pay- 
ments. 

Health concerns can be improved through training for professionals 
and better institutionalized health ,% ?re 

Most of Iowa's recommendations concerning how to resolve the 
health problems of the elderly focus on issues concerning the insti- 
tutionalized elderly and training of health care professionals. For 
example: 

Increase the amount of Federal funds available for expan- 
sion to the full spectrum of institutional health care services. 

Abolish the tt-day mandatory hospitalization requirement 
prior to admission to a skilled facility. 

States establish minimum requirements and funding for the 
education and training in gerontology of paraprofessionals 
serving the elderly, and require course work in gerontology in 
the continuing education of professionals and paraprofession- 
als. 

Social concerns stress coordination of services to the elderly and 
elimination of age discrimination 

Iowa's social recommendations, like the Nation s social recom- 
mendations are concerned with improving services to the elderly 
through better program coordination. In addition, many of Iowa s 
social recommendations are concerned with dispelling the negative 
conception of aging and eliminating age discrimination. For exam- 
ple: 

Establish a structure to provide services to the elderly and 
foster cooperative and coordinated planning at the federal, 
state, and local levels. 

Seek greater consistency among federal programs and agen- 
cies in Ihe use of definitions, regulations, eligibility require- 
ments, and reporting. 

Monitor the Age Discrimination Act with federal govern- 
ment development of affirmative action plans. 
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RESPONSIBILITY HoR IMPROVEMENTS RESTS WITH THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT 

Forty-seven percent of Iowa's recommendations suggest im- 
proving issues impacting on the elderlj through the Federal 
government, Iowa also believes the next source of improvement 
is non-government sources 123 percent), ns shown in the below 
ta. S. These statistics agree with the overall statistics for the 
Nation. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

Recommendations 

Soune yl •mpn>,emem low* w wn 



Numoer Percent Number Percent 



federal government 30 4/ 1,215 30 

Nongovernment 15 23 1.108 28 

federal and State government 9 14 555 15 

Stale and local government 3 5 439 jj 

Conbtn^tiops of the jbovp 7 11 gQO 15 



total 64 100 4.028 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THK ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Iowa's recommendations suggest that existing organizations can 
provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, 
economic, and social problems (36 percent of their recommenda- 
tions). This belief is snared nationwide, (41 percent) as shown in 
the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 





Iowa 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Legislator 


9 


14 


577 


14 


Organizations 


?) 


36 


1.651 


4' 


HuitRel 


14 


?? 


76/ 


U 


Monitor 


6 


9 


218 


5 


Reseated and development 


10 


16 


297 


8 


Regulator 


? 


3 


213 


5 
8 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


305 


total 


64 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURCES NKKDKI) TO IMPROVK THK HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Forty-four percent of Iowa s recommend; Hons suggest process 
changes as the primary resource necessary for providers to improve 
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, unlike 
the Nation which specifies increased funding (money) as the pri- 
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mary resource. However, lowas second choice of resources is in- 
creased funding. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



tow Naton 
Number Pfft*n1 Number Perortt 



People 




6 


9 


313 


8 


Money 




?3 


36 


1,449 


36 


Process . . 




28 


44 


1,188 


29 


Material 




I 


? 


120 


3 


People and money 




6 


9 


690 


17 


Comtinattons of the above . . 




0 


0 


268 


7 


Total 




64 


1DD 


4,028 


100 



0 
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Kansas State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

kansas* elderly concerns are similar to those nationwide 

We found Kansas' issues regarding the elderly to be similar to 
those throughout the Nation. The following table shows economic 
issues to be the primary concern of the elderly both in Kansas and 
the Nation (60 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues 
second (27 and M percent, respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 











Nation 






Dimension 














Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 






?0 


13 


639 


16 


1 r unomn. 




93 


60 


2.043 


51 


Social 




43 


27 


1.346 


33 


foul 




156 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Kansas ami the Nation suggest reducing costs as the best method 
of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A further anal- 
ysis of the economic dimension shows that 33 percent of Kansas' 
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the principal 
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom- 
mendation also made nationwide i$7 percent) as shown in the fol- 
lowing table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN KANSAS 



Recommendations 



Molhod :>\ 'Hipvmg ''fMncial burO>n 


Urns 




Nation 






Numbn 


Peitrml 


Number 


Percent 


Rpflurp wee cosh 


31 


33 


764 


3/ 




4 


\ 


113 


6 


•Mucp iluf iDip costs 


18 


?0 


?09 


10 


4i'rim i» nnniluuhli' i O'J'i 


6 


7 


106 




'tumhu) i«ninu» 










f mploym'iil 


h 


[fi 


m 


b 




IK 


19 


49? 


?4 




1 


1 


64 


3 


Mm 


•J J 


100 




100 



Specific recommendation* on how service costs can be reduced in- 
dude: 
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Colleges and universities should be required to offer reduced 
tuition to the elderly enrolling in college courses for credit or 
continuing education. 

Rural transportation should be established as a national pri- 
ority with adequate funding to meet the needs of the rural el- 
derly population. 

Fundirg should be available through federal sources to pro- 
vide for those outreach and support services that promote (rood 
mental health. 

The range of services eligible for Medicare/Medicaid reim- 
bursement should be expanded to include various forms of 
community based health care, preventive health care, and ex- 
cluded items such as eye glasses, hearing aids, etc. 

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Kansas believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on u combination of programs as sho»vn by the 
following recommendations: 

As an advocate for aging persons, the Administration on 
Aging should promote a positive image of aging and provide 
opportunites for knowledgeable, effective older persons to 
interact with vounger people. 

The Aging Network needs to educate, inform, and advocate 
for the elderly in matters relating to the media to assure accu- 
rate information and depiction of the elderly. 

The Federal government should provide funding and direc- 
tion to enable appropriate research effort regarding minority 
culture, spiritual well-being, religious base, and ethical convic- 
tions, and the implications of these for policy development. 

Improve health concerns through research and education 

Kansas believes health problems of the elderly can be improved 
through research and education. For example, Kansas recom- 
mends: 

The National Cancer institute be directed to create programs 
of clinical research specifically directed to the elderly. 

Research should be directed to focus on reducing or eliminat- 
ing pathological, physical, and social conditions that lead to 
premature aging and dependency. 

Research should place emphasis on all national institutes to 
include geriatric and gerontological research. 

In-service and continuing education programs should be re- 
quired to include geriatric or gerontological components for 
t hose professionals who provide service to older adults. 

Kffective educational courses on death and dying should be 
developed as a joint project by the Administration on Aging 
and the Department of Education to provide a quality program 
to schools and the aging network. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO UK ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Thirty-five percent of Kansas' recommendations suggest in.prov- 
,ig the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the elderly 
primarily through the Federal government, a recommendation also 
made nationally MO percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH. ECONOMIC. AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 



Recommendation 



Sowte of invwment 



Number 



fwleul Government 
State and local government 
^o>:al and State government 
Nongovernment 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



Percent 



Nation 



Number 



Percent 



55 


35 


1.215 


30 


35 


23 


439 


11 


39 


?5 


666 


16 


16 


10 


1,108 


28 


11 


/ 


600 


15 


156 


100 


4.028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Kansas believes that existing organizations can provide the as- 
sistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, 
and soeial problems M!) percent of their recommendations). This 
Mid is shared by the Nation Ml percent) as the following table 

shows. 



PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



'iuurp ii ijnprwnvnt 



Number 



Perrpnt 



Nation 



Number 



Percenl 



'Vgam/aton* 
Momtof 

r?H >e< iff • and development 
Re$>ula" r 

( '■mhifiMim of the irxjv^ 
T .Ml 



35 


23 


5// 


14 


61 


39 


1.651 


41 


16 


11 


767 


19 


24 


15 


218 


5 


8 


5 


29/ 


8 


10 


6 


213 


5 


) 


) 


i05 


8 


hb 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Kansas believes m re people 
and mont'V Mo percent) to be the resources needed by providers to 
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly 
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Rf COMMENDATIONS 









NJtion 


















P^Hrttt 




P»»ri nit 


P' :iplH 


3 


2 


313 


8 




49 


31 


1.449 


36 


Pforev> 


?5 


lb 


1 188 


?9 


Mafenjl 


10 


/ 


m 


3 


Pwpk? jn'l muney 


n 




b90 


1/ 


Combination) of the jDovh 


14 






7 


total 


1% 


1 00 


4.0?8 


100 



Kentucky State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

COMPARISON OF KENTUCKY'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE 

NATIONWIDE 

Kentucky's recommendations suggest social issues (43 percent) to 
be the primary concern of their elderly with economic issues 
second (39 percent). However, the Nation's recommendations focus 
on the economic dimension (51 percent) as the principal concern of 
the elderly. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Kentucky 

Number 


Percent 


Niton 
Number ft 


IfCtftt 


Health 


. . 17 


18 


639 


16 


Economic 


37 


39 


2,043 


51 


Social 


41 


43 


1,346 


33 


Total 


95 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve economic condition b) increasing and/or maintaining 
income 

The Nation recommends that the elderly's economic condition be 
improved by reducing costs. Kentucky, on the other hand, believes 
their elderly's economic problems can best be resolved by increas- 
ing and/or maintaining income through non-employment pro- 
grams, like social security (38 percent of the economic recommen- 
dations). 



METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THt ELDERLY IN KENTUCKY 



ftecommgnditiofts 



Mtthori of reJevinft Inumudl burden 


Kentucky 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


fcrcent 


Increase, maintain income 










Fmployment 


6 


16 


?95 


15 


Nonemployment 


14 


38 


49? 


U 


ftoduc* costs 










Taxes 


8 


a 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


1 


3 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable cosh 


2 


5 


106 


5 


Reduce service costs 


6 


16 


/64 


3/ 


Combinations of the .Jbove 


0 


0 


64 


3 


total 


3/ 


100 


2.043 


100 
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Sjiecific recommendations on how the elderly's financial burden 
could be relieved through non-employment programs include: 

The Congress should search Social Security regulations to 
identify and correct inequalities in Social Security based on sex 
and marital status* 

Social services, Medicaid, and Medicare should be paid out of 
the general fund instead of social security. 

Increase Supplemental Security Income to at least the na- 
tional poverty level to make up for past discriminations in em- 
ployment to minorities, 'vomen, and middle-aged widows and 
divorcees. 

Improve social concerns by combining programs 

Kentucky believes the social concerns of their elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown in the 
following recommendations: 

Educate society and the elderly for a better understanding of 
the abilities and skills of elderly persons. Emphasize the ad- 
vantages of using their knowledge, experience, and wisdom. 

The Federal government should give additional authority to 
an elected representative advisory council to coordinate and 
monitor spending and service delivery as they affect the elder- 
ly. 

The government should seek ways to provide incentives to 
encourage private enterprise to provide financial, health, and 
leisure pursuit planning. 

Seek greater input from older persons about programs in- 
volving themselves. 

Provide financial support for business ventures for older per* 
sons. 

Improve health concerns by combining programs 

Thirty-five percent of Kentucky's recommendations suggest im- 
proving the health problems of their elderly through a combination 
of programs. For example, Kentucky recommends: 

Pharmacists, drug sales representatives, physicians, and 
health care extenders need continuing education on pharma- 
cology as related to the aging process. 

legislation should be enacted that will establish a compre- 
hensive national health care plan which includes long-term 
care. 

The 1881 White House Conference on Aging should encour- 
age senior citizens to monitor, advocate, and be leaders in pro- 
viding for the care needs of the elderly. 

IMPRO\ KMKNT3 TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND 
A COMBINATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS 

Kentucky recommends the Federal government and a combina- 
tion of Federal and state governments as the primary source of im- 
provement on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly, as 
shown by the following table: 

8 c' 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THf EIDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Source of improvement 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Other combinations 

Totai 



Kentuck, 




Niton 






Percent 


Number 


Ptftent 


26 


27 


Ub 


30 


5 


6 


439 


11 


26 


27 


666 


16 


18 


19 


1,108 


28 


20 


21 


600 


15 


95 


100 


4.02? 


100 



A further analysis of each dimension shows Kentucky believes 
non-government sources should help the elderly resolve their 
health problems (41 percent), the Federal government should be 
the primary source for improving the elderly's economic plight (54 
percent), while Federal and State governments should bear the re- 
sponsibility for solving social issues (39 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITiONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Wtp of improvement 



Recommendation by (fimenuon 
Health fconormc Social 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Other combinations 

Total 



18 


20 


54 


3 


7 


12 


1 


3 


2 


5 


12 


8 


22 


16 


39 


41 


6 


16 


5 


12 


17 


2 


5 


15 


37 


100 


37 


100 


41 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Kentucky's recommendations suggest that existing organizations 
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their 
health, economic, and social problems (HI percent of their recom- 
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as 
shown in the following table. 

i 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Ptnvirtpr 



legislator 
Or^ni/ations 
Budget 
Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulator 

Combinations of the above 
total 



Recommendations 



fenlurty Nation 





Percent 


NumrVr 


°acent 


20 


21 


577 


14 


58 


6i 


1.651 


41 


6 


7 


*57 


19 


4 


4 


218 


5 




) 


297 


8 


2 


? 


213 


5 


3 


3 


305 


8 


')j 


100 


4.028 


100 
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UKHOCKCKS NMKUKII TO IMJ'KOVK TIIK HK.AI.THt KCONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
< ONIUTIONS or *"HK KI.MKK* V 

Forty five percent of Kentucky's recommendations suggest more 
people and increased funding (money) as the resource needed for 
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of 
the elderly. 

Rl COMMENDATIONS 





Knit in 




tiatior. 




rft'-4lU"P< 












flumtrtr 










4<> 


44 


313 


8 


M'dVy 


4 


4 


1.449 


36 




i 


1 


1?0 


3 


Pmp.-: 


'} 


} 


1.188 


29 


HpoiJie )nc! ?niy»;v 


41 


V 


690 


1/ 




J 




m 


/ 


i i , 




luu 




100 
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Louisiana State Issues on Aging for the 1980*8 
Louisiana's elderly concerns parallel national concerns 

A comparison of Louisiana's issues regarding the elderly with 
those of the Nation showed them to be similar. The following table 
shows economic issues are the primary concern of the elderly in 
Louisiana and the Nation (51 percent of their recommendations) 
with social issues second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



DmensiOA 



Louisiana 
Number Percent 



Nairn 



Health 

konomic 

Social 



Total 



11 


11 


639 


16 


52 


51 


2.043 


51 


39 


38 


1.346 


33 


i02 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Louisiana agrees with the Nation s recommendation that the eco- 
nomic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing costs. 
A further analysis of the economic dimension shows 29 percent of 
Louisiana's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the 
principal method of relieving the elderly's financial -oirden. This 
recommendation was also made by the Nation (37 percent), as 
shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN LOUISIANA 



RecomrnendatWB 



Method of Sieving (manual burden 


Louisiana 




Nation 






Number 


Awrant 


Number 


Percent 


Uwft 










Reduce service costs 


15 


29 


764 


37 


Taxes 


.. . 1 


13 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


12 


23 


?09 


10 


Reduce nondurable m\% 


6 


11 


106 


5 


Innpase/mai^m income 








Employment 


6 


12 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


6 


1? 


492 


24 


Combination of the above 


. .. 0 


0 


64 


3 


total 


52 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude' 

(HI) 
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Incremw Medicaid in-home care and make provision for in- 
creased Title XX homemuker services to avoid institutionaliza- 
tion* 

Provide multi-year funding to ensure adequate and consist- 
ent services, witn escalation clauses to cover inflation* 

Change state Medicaid plans to allow for payment of home- 
maker/home health services, day care for adults, and respite 
care. 

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Louisi ina believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved jy focusing on a combination of programs* For example, 
Louisiana recommends: 

Research shoud be done on social/economic needs prior to 
eliminating programs* 
Encouroge the development of skills and talents* 
Provide a communication network on available services* 
Develop a comprehensive, coordinated service delivery 
system with multi-purpose community centers* 
Encourage Senior Centers to develop community resources* 

Improve health concerns through training and research 

Louisiana recommends improving the health problems of the el- 
derly through training and research* For example: 

Do more geriatric training and research, especially on medi- 
cations for the elderly. 

Research is needed on long-term care, elderly abuse, home 
care, housing, mental/spiritual health, and their inter-relation- 
ships, in order to determine optimum means of service provi- 
sion and ( are for the elderly. 

Research that has been done or is now in process should be 
coordinated and use made of cross-national data in solving the 
problems of the elderly. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH PEOEAL AND STATE AND 
NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Louisiana's recommendations suggest Federal and state govern- 
ments and non-government sources to be equally important in im- 
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly. 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Sount of HipnMfwnl 




lOUGUW 


tatfrancnditflft) 
taCBH ton 


Niton 

OR 


ftrtfcftf 


Ffdw M GuwHiwil .... 




17 


17 


1,215 


JO 


Stii? m) toes) fDMmnwnt 




10 


10 


439 


11 


ffriwf md Still fmemment 




28 


27 


666 


16 


Noflflwwiwnt 




28 


27 


1.108 


28 


Otter cOfflMftltiORS 




19 


19 


600 


15 


Total 




102 


100 


4.028 


100 
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A breakout of each dimension shows that Louisiana believes a 
combination of Federal and Federal and state government sources 
should help resolve the elderly'* health problems (27 percent), Fed- 
eral and state governments should be the primary source for im- 
proving economic issues (42 percent) while non-government sources 
should be responsible for solving social problems (44 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



facoronwdatonj by dbntnwi 
Sujfo o* improvement Hoffl EeonoRW Socttl 

Hunter Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



federal government 


3 


27 


14 


27 


0 


0 


State and local government . . 


1 


10 


2 


4 


7 


18 


federal and state government 


3 


27 


22 


42 


3 


7 


Non-government 


2 


18 


9 


17 


17 


44 


Other combinatory 


2 


18 


5 


10 


12 


31 


Total 


11 


100 


52 


100 


39 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 
A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS 

Louisiana believes existing organizations and a combination of 
providers can furnish the help needed to resolve most health, eco- 
nomic and social issues affecting the elderly as the following table 
shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 

ftowfcf [mm Nation 

Number percemt Number percent 



Legislator 


21 


21 


577 


14 


Organization 


32 


31 


1,651 


41 


Budget .... 


3 


3 


767 


19 


Monitor 




4 


218 


5 


Research and development 


8 


8 


297 


8 


Regulator 


2 


2 


213 


5 


Combinations o( the above 


32 


31 


305 


8 


Total 


102 


100 


4,028 


100 



KKHOUKCKH NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY 

Louisiana and the Nation believe increased funding (money) to 
be the resource most likely to be affected in improving the health, 
economic* and social conditions of the elderlv (88 and 86 percent, 
respectively) uh shown in the following table. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 





louiuam 




Nation 




ftaourcn 










- ■ • - 


Number 


percent! 


Number 


percent 


People 


1/ 


i; 


313 


8 


Money 


39 


38 


1449 


36 


Process 


9 


9 


1,188 


29 


Material 


4 


4 


120 


3 


People and money 


n 


23 


690 


17 


Combinations of the above 


9 


9 


268 


7 


Total. 


10? 


100 


4.028 


100 



Maine State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Maine's elderly concerns are similar to those nationwide 

Maine's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those nation* 
wide. As shown in the following table, both Maine and the Nation 
believe economic issues (56 and 51 percent, respectively) to be the 
primary concern of the elderly with social concerns second (41 and 
!W percent, respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Maim Nation 

Dtmemion 

Number Pwcwt Number Percent 



Health 


2 


3 


639 


16 


Economic 


40 


56 


2.043 


51 


Social . . .. 


29 


41 


1,346 


33 


folal 


71 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improve economic conditions by reducing costs 

Sixty percent of Maine's economic recommendations suggest im- 
proving the economic condition of the elderly by reducing costs, a 
recommendation also made nationwide (58 percent). A further 
analysis of the economic dimension shows that Maine's recommen- 
dations propose relieving the Financial burden on the elderly by re- 
ducing the cost of durables and services. 



METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MAINE 



Method of 'eliding financial bij'fen 



Number Percent 



Nation 



Number 



Percent 



tost? 

Reduce wtvk* cods 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce nondurable cost*; 
ImrAhp maintain income 

f n iployr ?nt 

Nonemployment 
Combinations ot the above 

Total 



? 

14 

0 

49 



18 
12 
20 
10 

S 

35 
0 

100 



60 



764 


3/ 


113 


6 


209 


10 


106 


5 


295 


15 


492 


24 


64 


3 


2.043 


100 
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Specific recommendations on how durable costs can be reduced 
include: 
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A shared homes program be developed and implemented by 
the State of Maine and, if necessary, funding for such a pro- 
gram shall come from reallocation of existing housing re* 
sources. 

The legislature appropriate seed money to be administered 
by a citizen's group appointed by the Governor and made up 
primarily of the elderly to encourage, fund, and evaluate a va- 
riety of informal commir 'ty based innovative and creative res- 
idential solutions to housing problems for the elderly. 

Place a limit on unreasonable profit in rents; eliminate secu- 
rity deposits for the elderly. 

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities/alterna- 
tives 

Maine's recommendations focus on providing opportunities and 
alternatives to improve social concerns of the elderly. For example: 

The 1980 Blaine House Conference on Aging supports the 
intent of the proposed legation submitted by the Bureau of 
Insurance to establish minimum standards for Medicare sup- 
plement insurance policies* 

The roles and responsibilities of the Bureau of Maine's El- 
derly be strengthened in long-term care service development. 

The Bureau of Maine's Elderly and the Maine State Housing 
authority conduct a study and make a report by October 1981 
or sooner to the older citizens of Maine concerning the options 
regarding Home Equity Utilization. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH STATE AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS 

Seventy-five percent of Maine's recommendations suggest im- 
proving the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the el- 
derly through state and local governments, as opposed to 11 per- 
cent nationwide. Federal government sources are considered second 
by Maine. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 



taOfflflRMbtMB 



Source of improvement 


Maine 




Nation 






Number Percent 


Number 


Patent 


federal Government 


13 


18 


1.215 


30 


State and local government 


53 


/5 


439 


11 


federal ind State government 


3 


4 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


? 


3 


1.108 


28 


Oimnmations of th<> above 


0 


0 


600 


15 


total 


71 


100 


4.028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THK KLDKRLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Maine believes that existing organizations can provide the assist* 
ance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and 
social problems (84 percent of their recommendations). Forty-one 



3U 



87 

percent of the Nation s recommendations also suggest organiza- 
tions ob the principle provider. 



PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 






ftocoinriiendaUons 







Pro 


nfcf Maine 




NttM 






Number 


Ptocoil Num 


to 


PffCCflt 


legislator 


22 


31 


577 


14 


Organizations 


24 


34 


1,651 


*1 


Budget 


20 


28 


767 


19 


mXmm 




1 


218 


5 


Research and development . 


. . 4 


6 


297 


8 


Regulator 


0 


0 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above . 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Total 


;i 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Sixty-one percent of Maine's recommendations suggest increased 
funding (money) as the primary resource necessary for providers to 
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, 
a view shared nationwide (36 percent), as shown in the following 
table. 

Recommendations 



n Mam Natnn 

Resources - — 

Numb* Percent Number Percent 



People 


0 


0 


313 


8 


foray 


43 


61 


1,449 


36 


Process 


23 


32 


1,188 


29 


Material 


3 


4 


120 


3 


People and money 


0 


0 


690 


17 


Combinations of the above. 


2 


3 


268 


7 


Total 


71 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Maryland State Issues on Aging for the 198()'s 
maryland s elderly concerns are similar to the nation 

Maryland's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those 
throughout the Nation. The following table shows both Maryland 
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern 
of the elderly i5f> and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues 
being second. 

RbCOMMENDA HONS BY DIMENSION 







Maryland 




Nation 






Dimension 














Numb* 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Hth 




26 


22 


639 


16 


( rnnnmit 




65 


55 


2.043 


51 


Social 




27 


23 


1.346 


33 


Total 




118 


100 


4.028 


100 



Improved economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining 
income 

Nationally, the elderly 's economic condition could be improved 
by reducing costs. However, Maryland recommends that economic 
problems can best be resolved by increasing and/or maintaining 
the income of the elderly as shown in the following table. A further 
analysis of the economic dimension, as shown in the following 
table, shows that 46 percent of Maryland's recommendations sug- 
gest increasing and/or maintaining income through non-emplov- 
ment programs, like social security. Maryland believes this should 
be the primary method of relieving the financial burden on the el- 
derly. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MARYLAND 



Recommendations 



Wfthod of •elievmtf financial burden 


Maryland 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Imnurf' iMint.HA nmnn> 










\ mplnympnl 


9 


14 




16 


Nonepiplovmpnl 


30 


46 


49? 


M 


T.hps 


7 


3 


113 


6 


Rwlnrp ilunbio cost'- 


6 


9 


?09 


10 


Rpflijr p nnndiiMblP rn\l\ 


\ 


5 


lOfi 


5 


ffalin p wm i.fv.l-; 


b 


73 


764 


37 


Combination-, nf the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


65 


ion 


2.043 


100 
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly s economic plight 
could be improved through non-employment programs include; 

Raise eligibility proportionately when Social Security is 
raised. 

Increase the amount a beneficiary can earn without affect- 
ing Social Security benefits, 

Change the special maximum Social Security retirement 
benefit by increasing the maximum credited years from IK) to 
35, thereby increasing benefits. 

Maintain the Food Stamp program. 

Standardize income eligibility requirements for all benefit 
programs for the elderly. 

Support maintenance and extension of cost-of-living adjust- 
ment in pensions. 

Social concerns can be improved thwufih education 

Maryland's recommendations focus on education programs to im- 
prove social concerns of the elderly. For example: 

Provide nutrition education to both consumers and providers 
including information about the reaction of medicine, alcohol, 
drugs and nutrition. 

Provide Federal funds to support education of the public 
through the media to change stereotypes of old age. 

Continue training and education on the images of aging to 
the general public. 

Strengthen senior centers as designated community focal 
points to support a coordinated effort between service provid- 
ers, centers, and clubs. 

Improve health concerns through research and education 

Maryland believes health problems of the elderly can be im- 
proved through research, education, and by providing more help. 
For example: 

Conduct research into the theoretical process of aging and 
develop better measures of aging then chronological age to 
assess physiologic, psychologic, and functional status. 

Research the acceptance and rejection of aging by individ- 
uals and the impact of these attitudes on mental health well- 
being. 

Provide health education and consumer awareness in the 
areas of normal and pathological aging processes. 

Address the physical rehabilitation policy for the infirm and 
disabled elderly. 
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Encourage Maryland community hospitals to provide facili- 
ties for holding and observing elderly persons who are acutely 
mentally ill. 

Expand community support services especially family sup- 
port, day care, respite care, and in-home care services. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Maryland believes the primary source of improvement for issues 
impacting on the elderly on all dimensions is the Federal govern- 
ment (33 jpercent of their recommendations), a belief shared by the 
Nation (30 percent). Non-government sources were considered to be 
second, as shown in the following table. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERiTS HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



taonniNfldrtons 



Source of impfwtment 



Maryland 



Niton 



Number 



Number 



Percwi 



federal Government 

Nongovernment 

Federal and State government 

State and local government 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



39 


33 


1215 


30 


29 


25 


1.108 


28 


14 


12 


666 


16 


20 


17 


439 


11 


16 


13 


600 


15 


118 


100 


4,028 


100 



By dimension, however, a difference exists by source in Mary- 
land. Maryland specifies that improvements relating to health and 
social issues should be the responsibility of non-government sources 
while economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal 
government's responsibility, as shown in the following table. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING \„Z CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Source of improvement 



Recommendations by dimension 
(COfldflMC 



Heatth Economic Social 

Number Percent Number Percent Numbr Percent 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Other 

Total 



? 


8 


32 


49 


5 


19 


1 


4 


13 


?0 


6 


22 


4 


15 


9 


14 


1 


4 


16 


62 


4 


6 


9 


33 


3 


n 


7 


11 


6 


22 


26 


100 


65 


100 


27 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Maryland's recommendations suggest that existing organizations 
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the 
elderly CM percent of their recommendations)* As shown in the fol- 
lowing table, this suggestion was also recommended by the Nation 
(41 percent). 
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 




tatrta Percent Hunter Percent 



Legislator . .. 


29 


25 


577 


14 


Organizations 


40 


34 


1.651 


41 


Budget 


9 


8 


767 


19 


Monitor 


M 


9 


218 


5 


Research and development. . 


11 


9 


297 


8 


Regulator 


18 


15 


213 


5 


Combmabons of the above 


0 


• 0 


305 


8 


total 


118 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES UKEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

(tontrary to the views of the Nation, Maryland believes more 
people and increased funding (money) as the resources most needed 
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder- 
ly, as shown in the following table. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



taOMfCft 


MtfyUnd 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Nttinbtr 




People 


0 


0 


313 




Monty . ... 


29 


25 


1.449 


36 


Material . 


13 


11 


120 


3 


Process 


23 


19 


1.188 


29 


Pieople and money 


42 


36 


690 


17 


fombnaticn* of the above 


11 


9 


268 


7 


Total 


118 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Massachusetts State Issues on Aging in the 1980's 
comparison of massachusetts 1 elderly concerns with the 

NATION 

Contrary to the views throughout the Nation, Massachusetts be- 
lieves the elderly are principally concerned with social issues, with 
economic issues being second* Forty-seven percent of their recom- 
mendations focus on the social dimension as opposed to 33 percent 
nationally. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 







Hassachusetts 
Number Percent 


Niton 

Number 


PBfCWtt 


Health 




16 14 


639 


16 


Economic 




46 39 


2,043 


51 


Socd 




56 47 


1,346 


33 


Total 




118 100 


4,028 


100 



Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly 

Massachusetts recommends reducing costs as the method for im- 
proving the economic condition of the elderly, a recommendation 
sugg' sted by the Nation. Further analyzing the economic dimen- 
sion, we found 41 percent of Massachusetts' recommendations pro- 
pose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on the 
elderly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as 
shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON MASSACHUSETTS' ELDERLY 



RttOfflflKfldltJOlU 



Mrtiwri of rriwing financial burden 


Massachuttth 
Number Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Pwcent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs 


19 


4) 


m 


37 


Jam 


i 


/ 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


2 


4 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


3 


7 


106 


5 


Increase/ maintain income 










Employment 


3 


6 


295 


15 


Nonemptoyment 


16 


35 


492 


24 


Combinations ol the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


total 


46 


too 


2.043 


100 
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Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in* 
elude: 

Nutrition programs shall provide for the reimbursement of 
transporting persons and home delivered meals. 

The nutrition program shall be made available 7 dayj a 
week. 

Publicly funded legal services for the elderly shall provide 
legal advice and representation to individuals and groups by 
attorneys and paralegals. 

Extend the present Medicare system to include mental 
health care, eyeglasses, foot care, home visits, more medica- 
tions, hearing aids and other out of hospital expenses. 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

Massachusetts believes the social concerns of the elderly can be 
improved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown by 
the following; recommendations: 

Governmental agencies responsible for the administration 
and enforcement of anti-age discrimination laws and regula- 
tions shall enforce them in an active manner and shall provide 
the nece3sary resources and support to handle those responsi- 
- — — hilitipa effectively. 

All public and private industry which plays a role in shaping 
public opinions and attitudes shall establish industry wide 
codes aimed at eliminating ageism. 

Nutrition education shall be promoted through the mass 
media and as an integral part of the nutrition program. 

Publiclv funded recreational facilities and equipment shall 
be available to and accessible to persons 60 and over. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE S0URCE3 

Thirty-four percent of Massachusetts 1 recommendations suggest 
improving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination 
of sources, as opposed to 15 percent by the Nation, as shown in the 
following table. 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE EI.DERIYS HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of improvement 


Retororoenditiofls 
Massachusetts Nation 
Nuir '<r Percent Number 


Percent 


federal Government 


3? 


27 


1.215 


30 


State and local government 


8 


; 


439 


11 


Federal and State government 


23 


19 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


15 


13 


1.108 


28 


Combinations of !he above 


40 


34 


600 


15 


total 


118 


100 


4.028 


mo 













As shown in the following table, Massachusetts specifies that im- 
provements relating to health and social issues should be the re- 
sponsibility of a combination of sources while economic improve- 
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mente for the elderly should be the Federal government's responsi- 
bility. 

SOUKCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



foooflUMfldtttutt by dimension 



Source of improvement H»m Economic Social 

Number Pwc*nt Nun«uer Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 

State and local government . ... 
federal and State government 

Nongovernment 

Otfe, 

Total 



5 


31 


23 


SO 


4 


7 


0 


0 


0 


0 


8 


14 


2 


13 


13 


28 


8 


14 


1 


6 


5 


11 


9 


17 


8 


30 


5 


11 


27 


_« 


16 


100 


46 


100 


56 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

MORE FUNDS 

Massachusetts' recommendations suggest that a combination of 
providers, (31 percent) and existing organizations (23 percent) could 
provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, 
economic, and social problems. The Nation recommends existing or- 
ganzations (41 percent) as the piinciple provider of help to the el- 
derly* 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Rtoonvnentfttions 

Provider Massachusetts Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislator 
Organizations 
Budget. 
Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulators . 

Combinations of the above 
Total 



16 


14 


577 


14 


27 


23 


1,651 


41 


21 


18 


767 


19 


9 


8 


218 


5 


5 


4 


297 


8 


3 


2 


213 


5 


3/ 


31 


305 


8 


118 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Forty-one percent of Massachusetts* recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the nect3ssary resource to enable the 
p;oviders to improve the health, economic* and social conditions of 
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent) 
as shown in the following table. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



Number Percent farrier Percent 



***** • 10 8 313 8 

48 41 1,449 36 

***** 12 10 1,188 29 

Material 0 0 120 3 

People and money 3 6 31 690 17 

Combinations of the above 12 io 268 7 

T <M 118 100 4,028 100 
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Michigan Si ate Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Michigan's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

We compared Michigan's elderly concerns with those of the 
Nation and found them to be similar. As the table below shows, 
most of Michigan's elderly concerns are economic (45 percent) com- 
pared to 51 percent for the Nation with social concerns second (40 
percent for Michigan and 33 percent nationwide). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Mictogai Nation 
D ~ Num* *c*rt"~ "~Nuntor"" "~P*cent 



Health 

Economic 

Social 



Total 



23 


15 


639 


16 


66 


45 


2,043 


51 


59 


4C 


1.346 _ 


33 


148 


100 


4.028 


100 



Economic condition improved by reducing service costs 

Michigan and the Nation believe the economic plight of the el- 
derly could be improved through reduced service costs. As the table 
below shows, recommendations to reduce service costs totaled over 
31 percent for both Michigan and the Nation. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MICHIGAN 



Method of relieving financial burden 



Costs 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 
Reduce nondurable costs 
Reduce service costs 
Increase ''Maintain Income 
fmploymenl 
Nonemptovmenl 

Combinations of the above 

total 



Number 





Reoofltrncndatttft 




Michigan 




Nation 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


0 


0 


113 


6 


14 


21 


209 


10 


3 


5 


106 


5 


21 


32 


764 


37 


6 


9 


295 


15 


20 


30 


492 


24 


? 


3 


64 


3 


66 


100 


2/43 


100 











Most of Michigan's recommendations for improving the economic 
condition of the «»ld«»rlv through reduced service costs are con- 
cerned with caring for the elderly particularly their health care 
needs. For example: 
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Vision, hearing, and dental health education and care be 
made available to the elderly. 

The scope of coverage of Medicare be expanded to include 
ho;ne health services which are not predicated on skilled nurs- 
ing criteria. 

Adult day services be available for families or significant 
others who care for dependent elderly. 

Health concerns are similar to the Nations 

Most of the Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve 
the health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals 
learn more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. 
Michigan also expresses many of these same concerns and ad- 
dresses some specific health problems. For example: 

Curricula for professionals in all health-related disciplines 
should include requirements for training in the field of geron- 
tology. 

Funds should be made available to educate the staff of 
human service agencies and facilities, health professionals and 
elderly consumers, so that counseling and treatment services 
are provided to meet the needs of the elderly with drug and 
alcohol problems. 

Funds should be made available for physical and mental 
health education and promotion at the state and local level. 

Social recommendations emphasize protecting the elderly 

The Nation's social recommendations are concerned with improv- 
ing services through better program coordination. Although some 
of Michigan's social recommendations were also concerned with im- 
proving services through better coordination, most of Michigan's 
social recommendations emphasized protecting the elderly from 
crime as well as from discrimination and other inequities of socie- 
ty. For example: 

Action at the national level be taken to maximize elderly in- 
dependence in coping with crime, the threat of crime, and the 
consequences of crime. 

The older population and the national senior advocacy 
groups be made aware of the reality of discrimination now ex- 
isting in communication media. 

Federal guidelines should protect the elderly during the 
process of condominium conversion. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BK ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNN^NT 

Michigan's recommendations, like the Nation, suggest that the 
source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly includ- 
ing those in the health, economic, and social dimensions is the Fed- 
eral government. Forty percent of Michigan's recommendations 
and UD percent of the Nation a recommendations suggest the Feder- 
al government as iho primary source for improvement, as shown in 
the following table. 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source o* improvement Hctogw Nttton 



Number Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 

State and local government . . 
Federal and State government 

Nongovernment 

Combinations of the above 



Total. 



59 


40 


1,215 


30 


12 


8 


439 


11 


29 


20 


666 


16 


23 


15 


1,108 


28 


25 


17 


600 _ 


15 


148 


100 


4,028 


100 



A breakout for each dimension for Michigan in the following 
table shows that although Michigan believes the Federal govern- 
ment should be the primary source for improving the economic 
condition of the elderly, some of the responsibility for assisting the 
elderly should be shared with the state government for health 
problems. A combination of Federal government and non-govern- 
ment sources should help the elderly resolve their social problems. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 

Reconvntrxbtore by dnvnuon 



Source of impnrwfTwtt Health Economic SooH 

Percent Number Percent Number 



Federal Government 


6 


26 


39 


59 


14 


24 


State and local government 


3 


13 


1 


2 


8 


13 


Federal and State government 


6 


26 


10 


15 


13 


22 


Nongovernment 


5 


22 


8 


12 


10 


17 


Other 


3 


13 


8 


12 


14 


24 


Total 


23 


100 


66 


100 


59 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS 

Over 50 percent of Michigan's recommendations suggest that a 
combination of providers could resolve the health, economic, and 
social concerns of the elderly as opposed to 8 percent nationwide. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 







Recommendations 




Provider 


Michigan 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Legislator 


25 


1/ 


577 


14 


Organizations 


34 


23 


1651 


41 


Budget 


2 


1 


767 


19 


Monitor 


5 


3 


218 


5 


Research and development 


1 


1 


297 


8 


Regulator 


5 


3 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above 


/6 


52 


305 


8 


total 


148 


100 


4.028 


100 
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RKMOUKCKH NKKUKI; TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Michigan believes increased funding (money) can best improve 
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly (45 per- 
cent of their recommendations). This view was shared nationwide 
(86 percent) as shown in the following table. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



People 

MonfY 
Material 

Process . . 
People and money 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



Resource) 


Michigan 

Number 


Percent 


Hati* 

Number 


Percent 




13 


9 


313 


8 




67 


45 


1449 


36 




i 


I 


120 


3 




5 


3 


1,188 


29 




38 


26 


690 


17 




24 


16 


268 


7 




148 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Minnesota State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 



Minnesota's elderly concerns parallel the nation's concerns 

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Minnesota 
with those of the Nation, we found that Minnesota's issues regard- 
ing the elderly were similar to those of the Nations as a whole. 

The following table shows that both Minnesota and the Nation 
believe the primary concerns of the elderly are economic issues. 
Forty-five percent or more of the total issues are ecomomic for both 
Minnesota and the Nation. The second concern of the elderly in 
Minnesota, as well as nationally, deals with social issues (34 percent 
of the total issues are social for Minnesota; 33 percent for the 
Nation) followed by concerns regarding health issues (21 percent of 
the total issues are health for Minnesota; 16 percent for the 
Nation). 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 







Mmnesota 




Nation 






Dimension 














Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Health 




26 


21 


639 


16 


Economic 




55 




2.043 


51 


Social 




4? 


34 


1.346 


33 


Total 




1?3 


100 


4,028 


100 



Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs 

Minnesota, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of 
the elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Rec- 
ommendations to reduce service costs total over 37 percent for both 
Minnesota and the Nation, as shown in the following table. 

MrTHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MINNESOTA 



Recommendahns 





Mmnevjt. 




Nation 






Number 


fvcent 


Number 


Percent 


1 ■■.! 

torture • :?■»•'. 


?4 


44 


m 


37 




1 


? 


113 


6 


Mut e lur.ihlP cn ,t i 




9 


m 


10 


Hcfji/ip ■Hinij'jMMf *■! I'. 


? 


4 


10B 


b 


i»i n»Hi r.i pt.in nriif'iH 










f rv{)Jnympf ' 


u 




?95 


15 






lh 


49? 


?4 


(/nr>"i»,rtn . "f »rv 


0 


0 


64 


3 
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100 
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Most of Minnesota's recommendations for reducing costs are con- 
cerned with reducing costs of long-term and in-home health care. 
For example: 

More Medicaid, Medicare and other funds should be directed 
toward support to non-institutionalized long-term care. 

Discrimination due to residents' and clients' financial status 
should be prohibited in access to long-term care services and in 
the admittance to and discharge from Medicaid and Medicare 
certified facilities. 

Households that care for their family members should not be 
penalized through the reduction of already limited income and 
services and should not be denied available related services or 
reimbursements. 

Health concerns stress improvements in health research and long- 
term care 

Most of Minnesota's recommendations concerning how to resolve 
the health problems of the elderly focus on issues concerning 
health research and long-term care. For example: 

Study the causes, effects, and treatments of dimentia occur- 
ring across the lifespan using biomedical, psychological, and 
other appropriate techniques. 

Educate researchers concerning ways to present their work 
in formats which non-researchers can understand and use. 

Case management for residents and clients of long term care 
should reflect the needs of the whole person. 

Social recommendations suggest the elderly should maintain close 
community ties 

Although Minnesota's recommendations for improving the social 
aspect of the elderly's lives are concerned with specific issues like 
housing and transportation, most of the recommendations suggest 
services be closely integrated with other community services and 
promote independence in the elderly. For example: 

Housing for the elderly should be located in proximity to 
community resources and be integrated with the larger service 
delivery system of the community. 

Public and private agencies should make concrete efforts to 
involve older volunte?rs in community planning and decision- 
making, as well as in action programs. 

Community information and referral services should be com* 
prehensive in approach and should dispense information about 
crime prevention, consumer fraud, employment, retirement op- 
tions, and legal aid as well as health and social services. 
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IMPROVKMKNTH TO HK HI! ARBD BY GOVERNMENT AND NONGOVERNMENT 

SOURCES 

Unlike most of the Nation which suggest the Federal govern- 
ment as the primary source of improvement on all dimensions for 
issues impacting on the elderly, Minnesota believes the responsibil- 
ity for improvements should be shared by both governn it and 
non-government sources. See table below. 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 






Recommendations 




Source of improvement 


Minnesota 




Hition 






Number 


Percent 


Number Percent 




Federal Government 


24 


20 


1215 


30 


State and local government 


7 


6 


439 


11 


federal and State government . 


22 


18 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


43 


35 


1108 


28 


Combinations of the above 


27 


21 


600 


15 


total 


123 


100 


4,028 


100 



An interenting point to note as shown in the following table is 
that Minnesota clearly specifies that improvements relating to 
health and social aspects should be the responsibility of non-gov- 
ernment sources (77 percent and 43 percent, respectively) while 
economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal gov- 
ernment's responsibility 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



ReoonvnendstiOfls by dtmensm 



Score* o! impfoverrcnt 


Health 


{com 




Social 




Number 


Percent 


lumber 


Percent I 


lumber Percent 


fateral Government 


1 


4 


18 


33 


5 12 


State and local government 


0 


0 


2 


4 


$ 12 


Federal and State government 


2 


8 


13 


24 


7 17 


Nongovernment 


20 


// 


b 


9 


18 43 


Other 


3 


11 


1/ 


30 


; 16 


Total 


?6 


100 


55 


100 


42 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING 
ORGANIZATIONS AND BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS 

Minnesota believes most health* economic, and social issues af- 
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations 
and budget considerations. As shown in the following table, Minne- 
sota suggests that H7 percent of its recommendations can be carried 
out iiu'iugh existing organizations, and 2!) percent through budget 
consideration*. 
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 

RtCOfltnWKbtjQQS 

Provider Jtumcota Niton 



Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislator 2 2 577 14 

Organizations 46 37 1,651 41 

Budget 36 29 767 19 

Monitor 7 6 218 5 

Research and^evelopment 23 19 297 8 

Regulator 8 7 213 5 

Combinations ot the above 1 0 305 8 

Total 123 100 4,028 100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Minnesota believes through increased funding (money) as well as 
through changing the current process, (42 and 42 percent, respec- 
tively) the health, economic, and social conditions can be improved 
by existing organizations, and budget considerations. 

RECOMMEN0ATI0NS 



Resource 



Minnesota Nation 



Percent Number Percent 



People 
Money 
Material 
Process 

People and money 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



4 


3 


313 


8 


52 


42 


1,449 


36 


3 


2 


120 


3 


SI 


42 


1,188 


29 


12 


10 


690 


17 


1 


1 


268 


7 


123 


100 


4,026 


100 
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Mississippi State Issues cn Aging for the 1980's 
Mississippi's elderly concerns parallel national concerns 

We compared Mississippi's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows 
that Mississippi considers both social and economic issues to be 
equally important to the elderly (43 and 42 percent, respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 

Mftstuppi Nation 

Omenswt - - -■ ~ ■-- 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Health 13 15 639 16 

Economic 35 42 2.043 51 

Social _ 36 _ 43 U346 33 

Total 84 100 4,028 100 

Improvement economic condition by reducing costs 

Mississippi, along with the Nation, recommends reducing service 
costs as the principle method of relieving the financial burden on 
the elderly (40 and 37 percent, respectively) as shown in the follow- 
ing table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MISSISSIPPI 

Rcconuncndrtons 

tethod of relieving financial burden Mtsstsstppi Nation 

Number Percent dumber Percent 

Costs 

Reduce service costs 14 40 764 37 

Ta»« 3 9 113 6 

Reduce durable costs 5 14 209 10 

Reduce non durable costs ? 6 106 5 
Increase/ maintain income 

Employment 5 14 295 15 

Nonemployment 6 17 49? 24 

^nations of the above 0 0 64 3 

Toial 35 100 2,043 100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
cluded: 

Medicare and Medicaid guidelines be changed to cover more 
in-home maintenance and preventive care. 

Legislation be enacted which would allow older adults dental 
care and flouridation under Medicare and Medicaid. 
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The availability of day care centers for the elderaly be in- 
creased. 

Free or low cost legal services be provided for those older 
adults unable to pay the costs for such services. 

Social wncerns can be improved through a combination of pro- 
grams 

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Mississippi's elderly 
focus on a combination of programs (42 percent of the «ocial recom- 
mendations), for example, Mississippi recommends: 

The public be educated about the resource potential of nam- 
ing home residents and the positive impact it can havo on the 
community. 

Efforts be made to develop an age integrated society by Mis- 
sissippi citizens, elected public officials, program administra- 
tors, and the clergy. 

Develop education and training programs relating to the el 
derly by Educational Television. 

Encourage pre-retirement counseling through industries and 
community groups. 

Improve health concerns through research and education 

Mississippi believes health problems of the elderly can best be 
improved through research and education as shown by the follow- 
ing recommendations: 

Research efforts directed toward rehabilitation and disability 
assessment of older adults should be expanded. 

Older people be educated and motivated to take care of their 
own state of health. 

Health professionals help to implement programs to edu ?ate 
older adults in proper use of drugs and alcohol. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Mississippi believes the source of improvement on all dimensions 
for issues impacting on the elderly is non-government sources. 
Forty-four percent of Mississippi's recommendations shown non- 
government as the primary source of improvement as opposed to 28 
percent nationwide. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recofflfntflddtiofts 



Wee of improvement 


Mississippi 




Natr- 






Number Percent 




Nu.nber 


Percent 


federal Government 


14 


1/ 


1,215 


30 


Stole and local government 


1/ 


20 


439 


I! 


federal and Slatp Rovprnmpnt 


12 


14 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


3/ 


44 


1,108 


28 


Other combination*; 


4 


S 


600 


15 


Total 


84 


100 


4,028 


100 
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A breukout of each dimension in the following table shows that 
Mississippi believes the Federal government should be tho primary 
source for improving the economic issues of the elderly (M4 percent) 
while non-government souices should help the elderly resolve their 
health and social problems (84 and 50 percent, respectively). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THF R.DERLY BY DIMENSION 



Source erf -mpfownent 



Recommenditjons by (tomwjjon 



Socul 





Number 


Percent 1 


umber 




Number 


Pet cent 


Federal Government 


1 


8 


12 


34 


1 


3 


Slate and local government 


1 


8 


8 


23 


8 


22 


federal and State government 


0 


0 


6 


17 


6 


17 


Nongovernment . 


11 


84 


8 


23 


18 


50 


Oiher combinations 


D 


D 


1 


3 


3 


8 


Total 


13 


1DD 


35 


100 


36 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Mississippi, like the Nation, believes existing organizations can 
provide the help necessary to resolve most health, economic, and 
social issues affecting the elderly (58 and 41 percent, respectively) 
as shown in the following table* 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Provider 


Htssmmpt 




Nation 






Number Percent 




Number 


'ercent 


Legislator 


. . 14 


1/ 


577 


14 


Organizations 


49 


58 


1651 


41 


Budget . . 


16 


19 


767 


19 


Monitor 


2 


2 


218 


5 


Research and development 


0 


D 


297 


8 


Regulator 


3 


4 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


305 


8 


total 


84 


100 


4,0"* 


100 



RESOURCES NKKDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY 

Sixty-two percent of Mississippi's recommendations and 29 per- 
cent of the Nations suggest processing as the resource needed for 
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of 
the elderlv. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



Hns&W Nation 

Resources 

Number Percent Number Percent 



People I 1 313 8 

Mopney ... 25 30 1,449 36 

Material .... 0 0 120 3 

Process 52 62 1,188 29 

People and money . 5 1 690 17 

Combinations of the above 0 0 268 7 

Total . 84 100 4,028 100 
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Missouri State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Missouri's elderly concerns parallel the nath i 

We compared the recommendations made by Missouri regarding 
the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be similar. 
The following table shows both Missouri and the Nation believe 
economic issues are the primary concern of the elderly with social 
issues being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 

Missouri Nabw 
1kmm Number _ Pwtwt Hunte Pertwt 

7 21 639 16 
18 55 2.043 51 

8 24 1.346 33 

33 100 4,028 100 



Health 
Economic 
Social 

Total 



Economic situation can be improved by inc: easing/ maintaining 
income 

The Nation recommends that the elderly's economic condition 
can be improved by reducing costs. However, Missouri believes 
their elderly's economic problems can best be resolved by increas- 
ing and/or maintaining income. > 

A further analysis of the economic dimension reveals that Mis- 
souri beUeves the best way to increase and/or maintain income for 
the elderly in Missouri is through non-employment programs like 
Social Security (50 percent of the recommendations). 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MISSOURI 



Rear" Mrtmi 



Method of refuting financial burden 



Number 



Inuw m.iinl<nn inromp 
fmploympnt 
NwipmplovmRrit 

CoMs 

Reduce durable COMs 
Reduce nondurable uv.h 
Ruhr? ' oM » 
Combination*, ol the .ibnvf* 



Missouri 




Nation 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


2 


11 


295 


15 


9 


50 


49? 


24 


0 


0 


113 


6 


0 


0 


?09 


10 


0 


0 


106 


5 


/ 


39 


/64 


3/ 


0 


0 


64 


3 


18 


100 


7.04J 


100 
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Specific recommendations concerning how the older person's eco- 
nomic plight could be improved through non-employment programs 
include: 

The earnings of Social Security participants should not be 
restricted and income benefits should be maintained at no less 
than the present benefit level. 

Interest income to persons 65 and older should be tax 
exempt. 

A national policy on an adequate minimum income should 
be developed including Social Security and other governmental 
programs as well as private pensions and other private sources 
to meet the needs of the retired. 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

The issues surrounding the'social aspects of Missouri's elderly 
focus on a combination of programs as shown by the following rec- 
ommendations: 

Efforts should be made toward securing continued funding of 
research and the findings of such research should be widely 
distributed in understandable lay terms. 

A comprehensive public education program should be devel- 
oped and schools preparing health professionals should provide 
curriculum with specific education concerning the characteris- 
tics and needs of older adults. 

The coalition of organizations serving older Americans 
should be encouraged by clearly defining responsibilities of 
each unit of government in relation to planning and service 
provisions. 

Improve health concerns by providing more and better services 

Missouri believes health problems of the elderly can best be im- 
proved by providing more and better services as shown by the fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

Day care services for the elderly should be developed and ex- 
panded and the concept and practice of intergenerational 
living and shared housing should be explored. 

An adequately funded public and private health care system 
for the elderly should be established which promotes maximum 
functioning of the individual through a continuum of care con- 
cept characterized by the appropriate level of quality care at 
the proper time. 

Nutrition opportunities both in congregate and in-home set- 
tings should oe continued and/or expanded to areas where 
they are nonexistent. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Missouri, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on 
all Himcnsions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal 
government. Thirty-seven percent of Missouri's recommendations 
and HO percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal 
government as the primary source for improvement. As shown in 
the following table, Missouri agrees with the Nation that empha- 
sizes non-government as being second. 
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SOURCtS (UK IMPROVING THf f ID1RLY S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source nt improvement 



federal Government 
Nongovernment 

Federal and Stale government 
State and local goverment 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



Number 



Missouri 




Nation 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


1? 


3/ 


1,215 


30 


8 


24 


1.108 


28 


/ 


21 


666 


16 


1 


3 


439 


11 


6 


lb 


600 


15 


33 


100 


4 028 


100 



Of interest is the following table which shows that Missouri 
specifies that improvements relating to health issues should be the 
responsibility of non-government sources, social issue3 the responsi- 
bility of Federal and state governments while ec« nomic improve- 
ments should ^e the Federal government s responsibility. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



V*ine >>l itnprifvpfnent 



Health 



Recommendation by dimension 
Economic 



Social 



federal Oovernmenl 
State and local novemmpnt 
Federal and State Rwernment 
Nongoverment 
Other 

total 



Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


0 


0 


11 


61 


1 


12 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


12 


0 


0 


4 


22 


3 


38 


5 


71 


1 


6 


2 


25 


2 


29 


2 


11 


1 


13 


/ 


100 


18 


100 


8 


100 



ASSISTANCE To THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

MORtC FUNDS 

Missouri believes that existing organizations and more funds can 
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder- 
ly (SI percent ot' their recommendations). This belief is shared by 
the Nation as *he following table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendation'. 



Nalio" 



Numhf" 



Ppffpnf 



Or ionizations 

Minuet 

Mnmlm 

ifpMUh-h .mil ifewlnpmenl 
Kiwiiahtf 

i rmhmataffi of Ihp ihovf 
Inhl 



1 

H 
11 
■) 
\ 

U 



\'\ 

v 
i) 

in 
h 
o 

inn 



i// 


14 




41 


thl 


19 


218 


$ 


29/ 


8 


?U 


fi 




fl 


4.028 


100 
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMl'ROVK THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Missouri believes through increased funding (money) and process- 
ing the health, economic, and social conditions can be improved, a 
view shared by the Nation 85 and 65 percent respectively, as the 
following table shows. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resources 



Missouri 
Number Percent 



People 


1 


3 


Money 


16 


49 


Material 


0 


0 


Process 


1? 


36 


People and Money 


4 


12 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


tot.il 


33 


100 



85 



Nation 



Numbf 



Percent 



313 


8 


1.449 


36 


120 


3 


1,188 


29 


690 


17 


268 


7 


4.028 


100 
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Montana State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Montana's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

We compared Montana's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found Montana's issues regarding the elderly similar to 
those of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues to 
be the primary concern of the elderly in Montana (58 percent) and 
throughout the Nation (51 percent) with social issues being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



DlfflfcftStQftt 



Healt . 

Economic 

Social 



Total 



Montana 




Niton 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


5 


10 


639 


16 


29 


58 


2,043 


51 


16_ 


32 


1.346 


33 


50 


100 


4,028 


100 



Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs 

Montana, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs as 
the best way to improve the economic condition of the elderly. A 
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 31 percent 
of Montana's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as 
the primary method to relieve the elderly's financial burden. This 
suggestion is consistent with the Nation (37 percent), as shown in 
the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MONTANA 



Recommendations 



Method ol relieving financial burden 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 
Ws 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce nnmlurable costs 
Increase- maintain income 

tmpiovment 

Nonempioyment 
Combinations ol the above 

Total 



Montana 




Natcn 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


9 


31 


764 


37 


1 


4 


113 


6 


1 


3 


209 


10 


4 


14 


106 


5 


3 


10 


295 


15 


; 


24 


49? 


24 


4 


14 


64 


3 


29 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations for improving the elderly s economic 
condition by reducing service costs include: 
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Allocate financial resources for in-home services more equi- 
tably in rural areas. 

Increase federal and state funding by direct subsidies to 
rural elderly programs inadequately served by public transpor- 
tation. 

Increase funding for transportation programs. 

Improve social concerns by fostering independence through better in- 
home and transportation services 

Montana believes the racial concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by fostering the independence of the elderly through better 
in-home and transportation services. In addition, Montana suggests 
special considerations to meet the social needs of Native American 
elderly. Specific examples of these recommendations include: 

Kxpand awareness of in-home services by increasing educa- 
tion, outreach, and local group and individual efforts through 
public media, community group and person-to-person contacts. 

Establish a network transportation system which includes 
rail and air service to adequately meet the needs of senior citi- 
zens in town and within the state. 

Special considerations must be made for Native American 
populations concerning problems of isolation and abuse of its 
elderly. 

Improve health concerns by providing more comprehensive health 
care 

Montana recommends providing more comprehensive coverage 
and services to improve the health problems of the elderly. Specific 
recommendations include: 

Establish a national health insurance program. 
Establish quality health care clinics utilizing physician as- 
sistants and nursing personnel, to be managed under local con- 
trol and to focus on preventive health education with adequate 
federal and state funding. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Montana, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on 
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal 
government. Forty percent of Montana's recommendations and 80 
percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal govern- 
ment as the primary source for improvement. 

SOURCf S FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC. AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

• ' 1 ' "V M(*Mm Nation 
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An interesting point to note* as shown in the following table is 
that Montana specific that improvements relating to health and 
social aspects should be the responsibility of non-government 
sources (60 and 75 percent respectively) while economic improve- 
ments for the elderly should be the Federal government's responsi- 
bility (f>2 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Recommendations by dimenswi 



Source of improvement 


Health 


Icon 


wroc 


Social 






Num- 
ber 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 1 


umber Pe 


nent 


federal Government 


0 


0 


18 


62 


2 


13 


State and focal government 


1 


20 


1 


4 


1 


6 


Federal and State government 


1 


20 


4 


14 


1 


6 


Nongovernment 


3 


60 


3 


10 


12 


75 


Other 


0 


0 


3 


10 


0 


0 


total 


S 


100 


29 


100 


16 


100 



assistance: to thk kudkrly through budget considerations 

Montana believes budget considerations can resolve most health, 
economic and social issues affecting the elderly (42 percent of their 
recommendations). This belief is different than that held jy the 
Nation. As shown in the following table, the Nation believes these 
elderly issues can be resolved through existing organizations (41 
percent of the recommendations). 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Provider 


Montana 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


l egislator 


9 


18 


577 


14 


Organizations 


15 


30 


1,651 


41 


Budget 


?i 


4? 


m 


19 


Monitor 


i 


4 


?I8 


5 


R»'sparch and rtewlopmenl 


3 


6 


m 


8 


Regulator 


0 


0 


m 


5 


Combinations ot the above 


0 


0 


305 


8 


total 


bO 


11)0 


4.0?8 


100 
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RESOUR0K8 NKEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECOMOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Montana believes through increased funding (money) the health, 
economic, and social conditions can be improved by providers, a 
view shared by the Nation, 46 and 36 percent respectively, as 
shown in the following table 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Montm 



Percent • Number Peewit 



People . 
Money . 
Material 

Process 

People and money 
Combinations of the above.. 

Total 



2 


4 


313 


8 


23 


46 


1449 


36 


2 


4 


120 


3 


16 


32 


1188 


29 


1 


2 


690 


17 


6 


12 


268 


7 


50 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Nebraska State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Nebraska's elderly concerns are simiiar to those nationwide 

Nebraska's issues concerning the elderly parallel those nation- 
wide. The following table shows both Nebraska and the Nation be- 
lieve economic issues (70 and 51 percent, respectively) to be the pri- 
mary concern of the elderly with social concerns second (24 and 33 
percent, respectively). 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Dimensirn 




Nebraska 

Number 


PffCOTt 


Nation 

Number 


tocent 


Health 






3 


6 


639 


16 


Economic 






38 


70 


2,043 


51 


Social 






13 


24 


1,346 


33 


Total 






W 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Nebraska believes the economic condition of the elderly can be 
improved by reducing costs. A further analysis of the economic di- 
mension shows that 55 percent of Nebraska's recommendations 
propose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on 
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (37 percent), 
as shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEBRASKA 



Recomrenddtwtt 



Method of relieving financial burden 


Nebraska 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


CoMs 










Reduce service costs 


21 


55 


764 


37 


Taxps 


0 


0 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


1 


3 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Inapasr. maintain income 










f mplnyment 


5 


13 


295 


15 


Nonemploymenl 


11 


29 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


38 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in 
elude: 
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Funding sources should be continued for senior transporta- 
tion systems and increased whenever possible. 

Mobile medical units could handily serve the medical needs 
of isolated rural elderly. 

Redirect more of the federal dollars for health care costs 
toward programs designed to prevent institutionalization. 

More programs need to be targeted to the impaired elderly 
to help them reduce their dependence on others and to reduce 
the possibility of expensive institutionalization. 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

Nebraska believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the 
following recommendations: 

Media campaigns should be encouraged to change the na- 
tional image of growing older. 

The advocacy role of seniors for their own needs must be rec- 
ognized and encouraged, and their input can guide the profes- 
sional gerontologiste in developing and implementing programs 
and services for seniors. 

Utilize crime prevention specialists as consultants to elderly 
housing planners so thac more secure housing arrangments 
can be built. 

Expand job training and counseling for older workers. 
Promote public awareness of the potential worth and capa- 
bilities of older, productive employeers. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Thirty-three percent of Nebraska's recommendations suggest im- 
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly primari- 
ly through the Federal government, a recommendation also made 
nationally, (30 percent). Both Nebraska and the Nation emphasize 
non-government sources as second. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 



fteconnnendJtons 



Source of improvenwt 



Number 



Federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Other 

iota! 



Nebraska 


Nation 




Percent 


Number 


Percent 


18 33 


1,215 


30 


6 11 


439 


11 


8 15 


666 


16 


16 30 


1,108 


28 


6 11 


600 


15 


54 100 


4,028 


100 



Of interest is the following table which shows that Nebraska 
specifies that improvements relating to health issues should be the 
responsibility of Federal, state and local governments, and non-gov- 
ernment sources, social issues the responsibility of non-government 
sources while economic improvements should be the Federal gov- 
ernment s responsibility. 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THC ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Source of onprowment ******* 



Num- 
ber 



federal Government 1 

State and local goverrr*nt 1 

Federal and State gov*nment 0 

Nongovernment 1 

Other 0 

Total 3 





Economic 




Steal 


watt Nu 


mber ftrtent 


farter toccnt 


33.3 


16 


42 


1 8 


33.3 


3 


8 


2 15 


0 


6 


16 


2 15 


33.3 


9 


24 


6 47 


0 


4 


10 


2 15 


100 


38 


100 


13 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXI8TINO ORGANIZATIONS 

Nebraska believes that existing organizations can provide the as- 
sistance! needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, 
and social problems (61 percent of their recommendations). This 
belief is shared by the Nation (41 percent) as the following table 
shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislator 

Organisations . . 

Budget 

Monitor 

Research and development. 
Regulator 

Combinations of the above.. 
Total 



3 


6 


577 


14 


33 


61 


1,651 


41 


13 


24 


767 


19 


0 


0 


218 


5 


0 


0 


297 


8 


5 


9 


213 


5 


0 


0 


305 


8 


54 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Sixty-seven percent of Nebraska's recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the primary resource needed to im- 
prove the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a 
recommendation also made by the Nation (36 percent)* 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resources 



People 
Money 
Prxess 
Material 

People and money 



Nebraska 




Nation 




Number Percent 




Number 


Percent 


1 


? 


313 


8 


36 


67 


1.449 


36 


5 


9 


1.188 


29 


1 


2 


120 


3 


; 


13 


690 


17 
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RECOMMENDATIONS— Continued 



N*M*1 Niton 

Number Pat—i Kwnto PmmsA 

Combinations of the abow 4 I 88 1 

Total 54 100 4,028 100 
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Nkvada State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
nevada s elderly concerns parallel the nation 

We compared Nevada's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found Nevada's issues regarding the elderly similar to 
those nationwide. The following table shows Nevada and the 
Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern of the el- 
derly with social issues being second* 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Dimension 


NMda 

Number 


Percent 


nation 

Number 


Peccant 


Health 




2 


5 


639 


!6 


Economic 




32 


78 


2.043 


51 


Social 




7 


17 


1,346 


33 


Total 




41 


100 


4.028 


100 



Economic situation can be improved by reducing costs 

Nevada along with the Nation, recommends that the elderly|s 
economic condition can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis 
of the economic dimension shows that 47 percent of Nevada's rec- 
ommendations suggest reducing service costs as the primary 
metlu d of relieving the firancial burden on the elderly. This rec- 
ommendation was also made by the Nation (37 percent) as shown 
in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEVADA 



Recommendations 

Method of reliving financial burden 

Number 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 
faxes 

Reduce durable cost \ 

Reduct nondurable costs 
Ifknw Maintain Income 

fmploymenl 

Nonemployment 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



KeMda 




Nation 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


15 


47 


764 


37 


5 


16 


113 


6 


3 


9 


209 


10 


0 


0 


106 


5 


I 


3 


295 


15 


8 


25 


492 


24 


0 


0 


64 


3 


32 


100 


?,043 


100 



Specific recommendations how the elo- rty's economic condition 
can be improved by reducing service costs include: 

(120) 
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Cost of living increases should not affect eligibility require- 
ments for the Food Stamp program or other social programs. 

A more realistic income criteria for Title XX transportation 
recipients should be used to reimburse transportation provid- 
ers for the service. 

Intergrated workable public transportation systems should 
be established in rural areas to enable older workers to seek 
and accept work. 

Social concerns can be improved through education 

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Nevada's elderly 
focus on education programs for the elderly and the public and pri- 
vate sectors as shown by the following recommendations: 

Older Americans have available to them educational and in- 
formational programs. 

A massive public relations and awareness campaign be 
launched to educate both the public and private employers of 
benefits their businesses would receive by hiring the elderly. 

State employment security offices set up programs aimed 
strictly at the elderly to provide necessary guidance and coun- 
seling for older persons seeking employment. 

1 M PRO V KM KNTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Fifty-four percent of Nevada's recommendations show the source 
of improvement on all dimensions for issues affecting the elderly is 
the Federal government, a conclusion reached by the Nation (30 
percent), 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

RcconuiKflditMtt 

Sourrp of implement Nevada Nation 



Number Percent Number Percent 

federal Government 22 54 1,215 30 

Nongovernment 2 5 1,108 28 

federal and State government 9 22 666 16 

State and local government 7 17 439 11 

Combinations ot the above 1 2 600 15 

Total 41 100 4,028 100 



As shown in the table below, Nevada specifies that improve- 
ments relating to economic and social issues should be the respon- 
sibility of the Federal government while the responsibility for 
health improvements is shared by Federal, state and local govern- 
ments. 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 

fecommendatwti by dimension 



Source of improvement Heai,h taxmx. Social 





Nun* 
ber 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Num- 
ber 


Percent 


federal Government . . 


1 


50 


18 


56 


3 


43 


State am) local government 


1 


50 


5 


16 


1 


14 


Federal and State government 


0 


0 


7 


22 


2 


29 


Nongovernment 


0 


0 


1 


3 


1 


14 


Other 


0 


0 


1 


3 


0 


0 


Total 


2 


100 


3? 


100 


7 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS AND EXISTING 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Nevada believes that more funds and existing organizations can 
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder- 
ly (75 percent of their recommendations). Sixty percent of the Na- 
tion h recommendations support this belief 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Provider 



Nevada 



Number 



Percent 



Recommendations 



Nation 



Percent 



Legislator 
Organizations 
Budget 
Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulations 

Combinations of the above 
Total 



6 
12 
19 
3 
0 
1 
0 

41 



15 

291 

461 

7 

0 

3 

0 

100 



75 



577 
1651 
767 
218 
297 
213 
305 

4.028 



14 

«| 
19 f 

5 

8 

5 

8 

100 



60 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Sixty-eight percent of Nevada's recommendations suggest that 
through increased funding (money) the health, economic, and social 
conditions of the elderly can be improved, a view shared by the 
Nation (36 percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resource** 



People 
Money 

Material 

Process 

People ind monty 



Nevada 




Nation 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


1 


2 


an 


8 


?8 


68 


1,449 


36 


3 


/ 


1?0 


) 


8 


20 


1.188 


?9 


1 


3 


690 


l 7 
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RECOMMENDATIONS— Continued 



Nevtda Nitton 

Resources 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Combinations of the above 0 0_ 268 _7 

Total 41 100 4,028 100 



New Hampshire State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of new hampshire^ elderly concerns with those 

nationwide 

Contrary to the views of the Nation, New Hampshire's recom- 
mendations suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their 
elderly with economic issues second in importance. Over 50 percent 
of their recommendations focus on the social dimension. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



New Hampshire Hi ton 

Dun rt$J0rt$ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Health 


5 


11 


639 


16 


Economic 


17 


36 


2,043 


51 


Social 


25 


53 


1346 


33 


Total 


47 


100 


4,028 


100 



Economic conditions improved by reducing costs 

New Hampshire believes the economic condition of the elderly 
can be improved by reducing costs, a belief shared nationwide, as 
shown in the following table. Thirty-five percent of New Hamp- 
shire's recommendations in the economic dimension propose reduc- 
ing service costs as a method of relieving the financial burden on 
the elderly, a recommendaiton also made by the Nation (37 |>er- 
cent). 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Recommendations 



Method of relieving financial burden 


New Hampshire 


Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 

Reduce service costs 


6 


35 


764 


37 


Tax's 


2 


12 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


2 


12 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


2 


12 


106 


5 


h,i:reasf/ Maintain income 










tmploymenf 


3 


17 


295 


15 


Nonempfoyment 


? 


12 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


17 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 

(124) 
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Develop cost effective and reliable Rural Transportation sys- 
tems as a major national priority. 

Low income elderly shall not be deprived of the full benefits 
of the law. 

The Congress should reauthorize the Older Americans Act 
including the priority for legal services. 

Improve sucial concerns through a combination of programs 

New Hampshire believe the uonal concerns of the elderly can be 
improved by focusing on a combination of programs (44 percent of 
their social recommendations). Specific recommendations include: 
The media should be provided with factual information in 
order to avoid constant falsification of the aging process. 

Religious institutions should be encouraged to promote com- 
munity recreation programs to provide for spiritual needs and 
necessary comforting experiences. 

All institutions especially public should work to maintain 
the elderly's independence and integrity. 

All employers should be provide with incentives to offer pre- 
retirement education in conjunction with the education 
system. 

IMPROVBMKNT8 TO BE ACHIEVE THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Thirty-two percent of New Hampshire's recommendations sug- 
gest improving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly 
through non-government sources. The Federal government was 
second in importance. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Sourct ol tmprownvnt 


New Hampshire 


Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


federal Government 


1? 


26 


1.21S 


30 


State and local Ruvernment 


4 


8 


419 


11 


Federal and Stale government 


6 


13 


666 


16 


NnnROvernment 


IS 


3? 


1.108 


28 


Combinations of the above 


10 


?l 


600 


15 


Mai 


4/ 


100 


4,028 


100 



An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is 
that Now Hampshire specifies that improvements relating to 
health issues should be the responsibility of a combination of 
sources iCA) percent), economic issues the responsibility of the Fed- 
eral government CAR percent) while social issues are the responsibil- 
ity of non-government sources (48 percent). 
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SOURCIS I OR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Source of improvement 



federal Government 
State and local government 
Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Other 

Total 



Health 



RecommpTdat«m by Amemwi 
Economic 



Social 



ber 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


1 


20 


6 


35 


5 


20 


1 


20 


0 


0 


3 


12 


0 


0 


5 


29 


1 


4 


0 


0 


3 


18 


12 


48 


3 


60 


3 


18 


4 


16 


5 


100 


1/ 


100 


25 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

New Hampshire's recommendations suggest that existing organi- 
zations can provide the assistance needed oy the elderly to resolve 
their health, economic, and social problems (36 percent of their rec- 
ommendations)- This recommendation was also made nationwide 
oil percent) as shown in the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Prowler 



Recommendations 
New Hampshire Nation 
Number Percent Number 



Percent 



Legislator 
Organizations 
Budget 
Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulator 

tambinations of the above 
Total 



13 


28 


577 


14 


17 


36 


1,651 


41 


2 


4 


767 


19 


1 


2 


218 


5 


3 


6 


297 


8 


4 


9 


213 


5 


; 


15 


305 


8 


47 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY 

Contrary to the views of the Nation, New Hampshire believes 
more prople and money (70 percent) to be the resource most needed 
by providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions 
of the elderly. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



New Hampshire 
Number Percent 



Nation 

Numbrr Percent 



I'njple 
Wisney 
hcev. 
Maftr al 

Ppopl* and wnpy 



6 


13 


313 


8 


1 


? 


1.449 


36 


0 


0 


1,188 


29 




9 


120 


3 


33 


70 


690 


17 
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Rf COMMENDATIONS— Continued 



New Himpshue Halm 

Resources 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Combina.'ons ol the ahove 3 6 268 7 

Tou 4/ 100 4,028 100 
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New Jersey State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
new jersey's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

New Jersey's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those 
throughout the Nation. The following table shows that both New 
Jersey and the Nation believe economic issues are the primary con- 
cern of the elderly (67 and 51 percent, respectively) with social 
issues being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Dimension 



New Jersey Nation 
Number Percent Number 



Health 

Fconomic 

Social 



Total 



2 


8 


639 


16 


16 


67 


2,043 


51 


6 


25 


1,346 


33 


24 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economir condition by reducing costs 

New Jersey recommends that the economic condition of the el- 
derly can be improved by reducing costs, a recommerdation also 
made nationally. An analysis of the economic dimension shows 
that 25 percent of New Jersey's recommenations suggest reducing 
service costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This 
was also the leading recommendation made nationwide as shown in 
the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW JERSEY 



Method of relieving financial burden 



Costs 

Reduce Service costs 
Tain 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce nondurable costs 
Increase/ maintain income 

Employment 

Nonemployment 
Combinations of t h e above 

Total 



Number 



Recommendations 
New J*«y Nation 

Percent Number Percent 



4 


25 


764 


3; 


2 


13 


113 


6 


1 


6 


209 


10 


1 


6 


106 


5 


3 


19 


295 


15 


4 


25 


492 


24 


1 


6 


64 


3 


16 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations concerning how the economic plight of 
the elderly could be improved by reducing costs include: 

i\2H) 
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Property tax and property maintenance credits and /or re- 
bates should be available with some Federal support to older 
home owners or renters* 

Federal program providing assistance with energy and 
weatherization costs should be expanded and more realistic. 

Medicare/ Medicaid coverage should be extended to include 
preventive health and mental health services such as dentist- 
ry, nutrition, podiatry, optometry, chiropractry, family counsel- 
ing, etc. 

Social concerns can be improved through education 

A majority of the social aspects of New Jersey's elderly focus on 
educating the private sector on the rights and freedom of choices of 
the elderly. Some of the recommendations include: 

Increase training in the aging process and its ramifications 
for professional and support staff in health care, social service, 
and government agencies. 

Develop a program to upgrade the media image of the elder- 
ly by diminishing the use of negative stereotypes and empha- 
sizing the elderly as consumers, contributing citizens, and 
family members. 

Develop, on the Federal level, effective evaluation methods 
to measure the impact of social services and how to construct 
the most efficient mix of services to the individual. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

New Jersey, like the Nation, believes that the source of improve- 
ment on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the 
Federal government. Forty-two percent of New Jersey's recommen- 
datidons and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the 
Federal government as the primary source for improvement. As 
shown in the following table, New Jersey emphasizes a combina- 
tion of sources as second. 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source of improvement 



im Jvi joy 

Number Percent 



Nation 



Percent 



Federal Govetnnvnt 

Nongovernment 

Federal and State government . 
State and local government 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



10 


42 


1,21b 


30 


6 


26 


1,108 


28 


I 


4 


666 


16 


0 


0 


439 


11 


7 


29 


600 


15 


24 


100 


4.028 


100 



By dimension, however, a difference exists by source in New 
Jersey. New Jersey specifies that improvements relating to health 
and economic issues should be the responsibility of both the Feder- 
al government and a combination of sources while social improve- 
ments should be the responsibility of the Federal government and 
non government sources. 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS Of THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Source of improvement 


Hearth 

Num- ru- 
ber w 


xent 


Economic 
Number Percent 


SOQll 

^ Percent 


Federal Government 


t 


50 


6 


38 


3 50 


State and local government 


.. . 0 


0 


0 


0 


0 0 


Federal and State government 


0 


0 


1 


6 


0 0 


Nongovernment 


0 


0 


3 


18 


3 50 


Otner combinations ... 


1 


50 


6 


38 


0 J) 


Total 


2 


100 


16 


100 


6 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

MORE FUNDS 

New Jersey believes that existing organizations and more funds 
can resolve most health* economic, and social issues affecting the 
elderly (54 percent of their recommendations). This belief is snared 
by the Nation (60 percent) as shown in the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendation) 



Pr wrier (few Jersey Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislator 2 9 577 14 

Organizations 7 29 1,651 41 

Budget 6 25 767 19 

Monitor 0 0 218 5 

Research and development 0 0 297 8 

Regulator 1 4 213 5 

Combinations ol the above 8 33 JOS _J 

)o\2\ 24 100 4,028 100 



RESOURCES N FED ED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS Of THE ELDERLY 

New Jersey believes processing and increased funding (money) 
are the resources most needed to improve the health, economic, 
and social conditions of the elderly (88 percent of their recommen- 
dations). This view was shared by the Nation (65 percent) as shown 
in the following table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



New Jersey Nation 
Number Percent Number Percent 



People 


0 


0 


313 


8 


Money 


6 


25 


1.449 


36 


Material 


0 


0 


120 


3 


Process 


15 


63 


1.188 


29 
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RECOMMENDATIONS— Continued 



Resources ^ 

Number 



People and money 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



New Jersey 


Nation 




r Percent 


Number 


Percent 


1 4 


690 


17 


2 8 


268 


7 


?4 100 


4,028 


100 
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New Meiuco State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

new mexico'8 elderly concern8 are primarily economic 

We compared recommendatioins made by New Mexico with those 
of the Nation to determine what the differences might be. We 
found that New Mexico's recommendations regarding the elderly 
were different than the Nation's in two ways: (1) New Mexico em- 
phasized economic concerns more than the rest of the Nation, and 
(2) New Mexico had fewer social concerns and more health con- 
cerns than the rest of the Nation. The following table shows that 
New Mexico and the Nation believe the primary concerns of the 
elderly are economic (67 and 51 percent, respectively). Although na- 
tional statistics show that social issues are sound (33 percent of the 
recommendations), New Mexico had only seven recommendations 
(13 percent of its total recommendations) dealing with social issues. 
New Mexico's health concerns (20 percent) are similar to those of 
the Nation (16 percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



NewMejuco Nat* 

timennon ■ - ■ ■ ■ — ■ - 

Percent Number Percent 



Helth 


II 


20 


639 


16 


Fconomic 


37 


67 


2.043 


5! 


Social 


7 


13 


1,346 


33 


Total 


55 


100 


4.028 


100 



Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly 

Both New Mexico and the Nation believe the best way to im- 
prove the economic condition of the elderly is to reduce costs, pri- 
marily the cost of services. As the following table shows, recom- 
mendations to reduce service costs totaled over 30 percent for both 
New Mexico and the Nation. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW MEXICO 



RCGOfllRKflditlOAS 



MetlH of Sieving financial burden 


New Meuco 


Nation 






Number 


FVrcen! 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 










fair* 


i 


3 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


5 


14 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


? 


5 


106 


5 


Reduce *rvice costs 


11 


30 


764 


37 
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MFTHOD Of RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW MEXICO— Continued 



taonvmnditatt 

Mod of refining financial burden fa fttouco Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Increase/maintain income- 

FmpJoymem $ 1$ 295 15 

Hcneinptoyment 11 30 492 24 

Combinations of the above 1 2 $4 3 

foW 37 100 2,043 100 



Most of New Mexico's recommendations for reducing costs are 
concerned with reducing costs of lor^term and in-home care. For 
example; 

The distribution ol funds and programs (for long-term care) 
should be based on individual health care needs and the ability 
or inability of the target population to pay. 

Expanded in-home care policies should provide economic in- 
centives for the elderly interested in providing these services 
i s well as the necessary training opportunities. 

The development and support of day can centers for the el - 
derly should receive high priority. 

Medicare and Medicaid should allow reimbursement for 
qualified day care services. 

New Mexico stresses comprehensive health care 

Most of the Nation's recommendations on how to resolve the 
health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn 
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Although 
New Mexico expresses some of these same concerns, New Mexico 
stresses comprehensive health care which includes a holistic ap- 
proach. For example: 

The Congress should shift the focus of health care programs 
to the development of a national preventive health mainte- 
nance and health education prqgrem for the elderly. 

National health care policies shou d require integration or 
coordination of like programs and services to facilitate single 
entry, and evaluation. 

Programs should be developed that focus on screening, 
health maintenance, training, nutrition, mental health, and 
physical fitness. 

Netv Mexico's social concerns are directed at specific issues 

Nationally, social recommendations are fairly general and are 
concerned with improving services through better program coordi- 
nation. Although some of New Mexico's social issues were also con- 
cerned with impioving services through be^or coordination, most 
of New Mexico's social concerns were more . *cific. For example: 
Sufficient funding should be appror. l4 f.d especially to devel- 
op transportation systems which can * v f j services 24 hours 
per day. 7 days a week. 
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CornmunitieH nhould bo assisted in establishing adequate fa- 
cilities for serving the elderly through increased r unding for 
construction, acquisition, alteration, and capital outlays. 

More emphasis should be placed at the national level on de- 
veloping and disseminating nutrition education materials. 

IMPROVEMENTS 10 BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

New Mexico, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement 
for all isrues impacting on the elderly including those in the 
health, economic, and social dimensions is the Federal Govern- 
ment. As shown in the following table, New Mexico agrees with the 
Nation that the second source for improvement is nongovernment 
sources. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Source ot Impiovement 



federal Govemtu^nt 
State and local gov»'i iment 
federal and State jp-?rnment 
Nongovernment 
Combinations o* ;ne above 

Total 



Recomrnendatwos 
New Mexico Nation 
Numb* Percent Number Percent 



30 


55 


1.215 


30 


0 


0 


439 


11 


5 


9 


666 


16 


14 


25 


1,108 


28 


6 


11 


600 


15 


55 


100 


4.028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

New Mexico believes most health, economic, and social issues af- 
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations, 
a belief held by the N. ■ 'on. As the table below shows. New Mexico 
suggests that 44 percent of its recommendations can be carried out 
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 

rwrier New Mexico Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



I p|(isMtar 
Urftlm/atmn'i 
Budgnl 
Monitor 

Research an* 1 vvoprm*' 
frguiaim 

r-omhioaiiom of thp mm* 
total 



l 


2 


5// 


14 


24 


44 


1.651 


41 


19 


34 


M 


19 


2 


4 


218 


5 


4 


/ 


29/ 


8 


5 


9 


213 


5 


0 


0 


305 


8 


J><) 


100 


4 028 


100 
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KKKOUKCKH NKKIIKD TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OK THE ELDERLY 

New Mexico believes with more money the health, economic and 
social conditions of the elderly can be improved by existing organi- 
zations U>!) percent of their recommendations), a view shared by the 
Nation CMS percent), as shown in the following table, 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resources 



People 
Money 
Materials 
Process 

People and Money 
Combinations of the above 

Total 





Mexico 


Nairn 




r 


Pefcenl 


Number 


fttcent 


1 


2 


313 


8 


38 


69 


1.449 


36 


i 


2 


120 


3 


8 


14 


1.188 


29 


6 


11 


690 


17 


1 


2 


268 


7 


j5 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Nkw York State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 



new york's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

Most of New York's issues regarding the elderly are similar to 
thoef of the Nation. As the following table shows, a majority of 
New Yorks elderly concerns are economic (65 percent) compared to 
51 percent nationwide, with social issues being second (33 percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



New York Mot 
Number Percent Number Percent 



Health 

fconomic 

Social 



Total 



2 


2 


639 


16 


61 


65 


2.043 


51 


31 


33 


1.346 


33 


94 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining 
income 

The Nation recommended that the elderly's econcmic condition 
could be improved by reducing costs. However, Now York recom- 
mended that economic problems be resolved through increasing 
and/or maintaining income as shown in the following table. A fur- 
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 44 percent of 
New York's recommendations suggest increasing and/or maintain- 
ing income through non-employment programs like social sf^urity. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW YORK 



Method of fpUPVinjj finanttf' burden 

Number 



Increase -maintain income 
fmploymenl 
Nonempiovmpn' 

CuMs 

lanes 

Reduce durable costs 
Reduce nondurable cost * 
Reduce service costs 
Combinations ot the above 

lolH 





Recommendatio" . 






New 


York 


Nation 






Percent Number 


Percent 


/ 


11 


?95 


15 


71 


44 


49? 


24 


1 


? 


113 


6 


3 


5 


209 


10 


4 


/ 


lOfi 


5 


18 


30 


/64 


37 


1 


1 


64 


3 


61 


100 


?.043 


100 
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Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly's economic 
plight could be improved through non-employment programs in- 
clude: 

As a national policy, the Federal government should guaran- 
tee to the elderly Americans a minimum income which is suffi- 
cient to maintain an adequate standard of living, now and in 
the future. 

The Soci 1 Security system should be improved in order that 
it can serve , the major national instrument for achieving the 
goal of a guaranteed minimum income for all the elderly 
Americans. 

The solvency of the Social Security Trust Funds should be 
guaranteed by the infusion of funds from the general revenues 
on a planned basis. 

Improve social concerns through changes which encourage self-help 
and integration of the elderly into society 

Many of New York's social recommendations suggest changes in 
society which would make the elderly more independent. Other 
social recommendations suggest better integration of the elderly 
into society. Specific examples include: 

The elderly, regardless of personal resources and living envi- 
ronment, should be entitled to live as independently as possi- 
ble, and in accordance with their own choices. 

There should be available to all elderly as needed, a continu- 
um of physical and mental health, social and environmental 
services aimed at promoting health, preventing illness and 
maintaining those social roles and functions which provide in- 
dependent living and preserve dignity. 

Integrate the aged into society and provide access for the el- 
derly of all cultural heritages to all choices, benefits, options, 
and resources that are available to all other sectors of society. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES 

New York's recommendations, unlike the Nation's, suggest a 
combination of sources as the primary method of improving issues 
impacting on the elderly (60 percent of their recommendations) ad 
opposed to 28 percent nationally. Thirty percent of New York's rec- 
ommendations emphasize the Federal government as second. 

SOURCES FOP IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

Recommendations 

Sduri* of imptovfmenl New York foi^ 

Numb* Percent Number Percent 



federal Government 
State and local government 
fede.al and State government 
Nongovernment 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



in 



28 


30 


1.215 


30 


7 


2 


439 


11 


5 


5 


66* 


16 


3 


3 


i.106 


28 


% 


60 


600 


15 


94 


100 


4,028 


100 
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ASSISTANCE TO THK KLDKKLY THROUGH A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS 

New York believes a combination of providers can resolve most 
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (50 percent 
of their recommendations) with existing organizations second (26 
percent) as shown in the following table. 

PROVIDERS OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 

Provider 

Number 



Legislator 
Organizations 
Budget 
Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulator . .. 
Combinations of the above 

Total 





York 


Nairn 






Percent 


Numtw 


Percent 


17 


18 


577 


U 


24 


26 


1.651 


41 


4 


4 


767 


19 


0 


0 


218 


5 


2 


2 


297 


8 


0 


0 


213 


5 


47 


50 


305 


8 


94 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

New York believes processing is the primary resource necessary 
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder- 
ly pei *ent of their recommendations) as opposed to 29 percent 
nationwide, as the follow ng table shows. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



hwYork Nation 

Rmiiois """ " " 

Number Percent Number Percent 



People 
Money 
Material 
Process 

People and noney 
(.nmbinalions of the above 

Total 



0 


0 


313 


8 


4 


4 


1.449 


36 


0 


0 


120 


3 


56 


60 


1.188 


29 


5 


5 


690 


17 


29 


31 


268 


7 


94 


100 


4.028 


100 
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North Carolina State Issuks on Aging for the 198()'s 



north Carolina's elderly concerns are primarily social 

We compared recommendations made by North Carolina with 
those of the Nation to determine what the differences might be. We 
found that North Carolina's recommendations regarding the elder- 
ly were different than the Nation's in one major aspect— North 
Carolina believes most of the elderly concerns are social; whereas, 
most of the Nation stresses economic concerns. Forty-nine percent 
of North Carolina's elderly concerns are social, versus 33 percent 
for the Nation, as the table below shows. And, Xi percent of North 
Carolina's elderly concerns are economic, versus 51 percent for the 
Nation. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Oifwriiion 


Horth Carolina 


Natwn 
















Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


HMlth 




34 


18 


639 


16 


Konnmic. 




61 


33 


2.043 


51 


Soail 




90 


49 


1.346 


33 


Total 




186 


100 


4.0?8 


100 



Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs 

Both North Carolina and the Nation believe the best way to im- 
prove the economic condition of the elderly is to reduce costs, pri- 
marily the cost of services. Recommendations to reduce service 
costs totaled over ttti percent for both North Carolina and the 
Nation, as the following table shows. 

MfTHOD Of RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NORTH CAROLINA 



Reom motion-, 







North Carnhra 




Nation 








Number Ppfrent 




NumrVr fou . 


■it 


hi.!, 




,M 






3/ 


f,Ue. 




I) 


n 


1M 


6 


Hpfliir/ l./.lhip r.l . 




> 


< 


?tn 


10 


HpiIihp nnnilii'iNe -ii.t , 




l 




1 '0 




Kmm.p rruinf.iin .wpmp 












■ tnplriyr-i'fit 




H 




/MS 


r. 


Ni:ftffnMr*w,f 




8 


n 


I'l* 1 


;\ 


romhm.i'mr . f \hv |Wv 




11 


,'3 
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Many of North Carolina** recommendations for reducing costs 
are concerned with reducing costs of services which would enable 
the elderly to remain in their own homes and receive affordable in- 
home care. For example: 

Place more emphasis on and provide sound financial backing 
for services essential to continued home care. 

Adopt a tax program which would facilitate the care of an 
older adult in a family situation. 

Take action to provide direct monthly assistance to "signifi- 
cant others" providing care for the elderly. 

Health concerns are similar to the Nations 

Most of the Nation s recommendations concerning how to resolve 
the health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals 
learn more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. 
North Carolina also expresses many of these same concerns. In 
fact, nearly one-half of North Carolina s health concerns suggest 
some form of geriatric training for health care professionals. For 
example: 

Continue education of health practitioners regarding techni- 
cal and scientific advancements in geriatrics. 

Encourage health care professionals and human service 
schools to review and revise their graduate and undergraduate 
curricula to incorporate needed content in gerontology and ger- 
iatrics. 

Social recommendations include eliminating barriers and strength- 
ening community assistance 

Most of the Nations social recommendations are concerned with 
improving services through better program coordination. Although 
some of North Carolina's social recommendations were also con- 
cerned with improving services through better coordination, most 
of North Carolina's social recommendations were more concerned 
with eliminating barriers which prevent the elderlv from being in- 
dependent and integrated within society. These barriers include 
poor transportation, lack of centralized facilities, age discrimina- 
tion in educational and employment practices, and crimes against 
the elderly. In addition, many of North Carolina's recommenda- 
tions suggested both religious and community organizations become 
more involved in improving the quality of life of the elderly. Exam- 
ples of some of the recommendations include: 

More vigorously enforce the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. 
Organize county and statewide committees to develop work- 
able, comprehensive, and accessible transportation for the el- 
derly in both rural and urban areas. 
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Develop information and referral services within the reli- 
gious organizations and community in order to provide guid- 
ance to all persons on their rights and how to obtain them. 

Expand the community watch program in every neighbor- 
hood to include checking on the elderly by telephone or person- 
al visit to reassure them that someone is concerned for their 
welfare. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Forty-three percent of North Carolina's recommendations sug- 
gest improving issues impacting on the elderly through non-govern- 
ment sources, as opposed to 28 percent nationwide. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Some? of improvement 


North Carolina 




Nation 






Number Percent 




Number 


Percent 


federal liovernmenl 


21 


12 


1,215 


30 


Nongovernment 


79 


43 


1,108 


28 


federal and State government 


30 


16 


666 


16 


State and local ^overmen! 


25 


13 


439 


11 


Combinations of the above 


30 


16 


600 


15 


Total 


185 


100 


4,028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

North Carolina's recommendations suggest that existing organi- 
zations can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve 
their health, economic, and social problems (49 percent of their rec- 
ommendations). 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Provider 


Nnrth Carabna 


Ndbon 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


I. iislator 


11 


6 


57? 


14 


Organizations 


. . 90 


49 


1.651 


41 


Budget 


38 


20 


767 


19 


Monitor 


11 


6 


218 


5 


Research and developmen' 


29 


16 


297 


8 


Regulator 


. . 6 


3 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above . . 


.... 0 


0 


305 


8 


Total 


185 


100 


4,028 


100 



KKSOUKCKS NKKDKD TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND 80CIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

North Carolina believes through increased funding (money) and 
process changes the health, economic, and social conditions can be 
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improvH by existing organizations, a view shared by the Nation. 
Thirty-sevep percent of North Carolina's recommendations and 29 
percent of the Nation s recommendations suggest process changes. 
And, 2H percent of North Carolina's recommendations and 36 per- 
cent of the Nation's recommendations suggest increased funding 
(money). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



North Carolina Nation 

Rewurces 

Number Percent Number Percent 



People 


35 


19 


313 


8 


Money 


52 


28 


1.449 


36 


Material 


7 


4 


120 


3 


Process 


68 


37 


1,188 


29 


People and money 


5 


3 


* 690 


17 


Combinations of the above 


18 


9 


268 


7 


Total 


185 


100 


4,028 


too 
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North Dakota State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
north Dakota's elderly concerns parallel national concerns 

A comparison of North Dakota's issues regarding the elderly 
with those of the Nation showed them to be similar. For example, 
the elderly in North Dakota and the Nation are primarly con- 
cerned with economic issues (48 and 51 percent, respectively) with 
social issues second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



North tototo Nation 

Qunenvon — — -■- 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Health 16 1/ 639 16 

Economic 46 48 2.043 51 

Social _34 J5_ J.346 33 

Total 96 100 4,028 100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

North Dakota agrees with the Nation's recommendation that the 
economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing 
costs. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 48 
percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest reducing serv- 
ice costs as the principal metfr A of relieving the elderly's financial 
burden, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as 
shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NORTH DAKOTA 



Recommendations 



Method of relieving financial burden 


North Dakota 


Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs 


22 


48 


764 


37 


Taxes 


2 


4 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


2 


4 


209 


10 


Reduct nondurable costs 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Increase/maintain income 






Employment 


10 


22 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


4 


9 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


6 


1J 


64 


3 


Total 


46 


100 


2,043 


100 



Some recomendations made by North Dakota to reduce service 
costs include: 
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A national health care insurance plan be developed which 
includes coverage for care related to feet, eyes, ears, and teeth. 

More financial assistance be available to create support op- 
tions in housing, i.e., rent, construction, maintenance. 

funding be increased to provide more in-home services. 

A planned approach from the community level be developed 
to include home maintenance services. 

The Congress should act to provide increased health care 
coverage and home health care programs. 

Swial concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

North Dakota recommends focusing on a combination of pro- 
grams to improve the social concerns of their elderly (38 percent of 
their recommendations). Specific recommendations include: 

A community health care system should be developed and 
include education through the media. 

Older people should have more imput into planning and de- 
cision affecting their housing. 

Pre-retirement planning shouM be developed to assist in 
sound planning for both work and leisure. 

Programming in senior centers should include development 
of support groups, self esteem, and communication skills. 

Improvement health concerns by combining programs. 

Sixty-three percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest 
improving the health problems of their elderly though a combina- 
tion of programs, for example, North Dakota recommends: 

Mental health centers develop peer groups and self help pro- 
grams for the elderly. 

Legislative bodies on both the state and national levels place 
emphasis on home health care and in-hume services. 

The community level be developed to plan for health needs, 
or develop if no resources exist. 

A community health care system be developed and include 
education for health professionals, other health care providers 
and on drugs and ^inorvision of their use. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Over 50 percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest 
non -government as the primary source for improvement of all di- 
mensions—health, economic, and social — for issues impacting on 
the elderly compared to 28 precent nationwide. 

SOURCFS FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



North Dakota 
Number Percent 



Recommendations 

Nation 

Number Percent 



fptVwl liuvernmenl 
Strltf* Mil loui uovpfnnipnt 
Federal anr) $\$\p government 
Nongovernment 
Other comhin,3l»on r . 

I'll 



11 


i? 


1.215 


30 


lb 


1/ 


439 


11 


a 


8 


666 


16 


si 


53 


1.108 


?8 


10 


10 


600 


15 


% 


100 


4.0?8 


100 
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ASSISTANO: TO Till KI.DKKI.Y THROUGH KXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

North Dakota an l the Nation believe that existing organizations 
can provide the he p needed to resolve most health, economic, and 
social issues impacting on the elderly (41 percent of their recom- 
mendations) as the following table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



NH:ommpMd.iliOfn 





North Oakotj 


Nation 






Numbw 




Number 


Percent 


legislator 


11 


11 


57/ 


14 


()rj>«ini/.if <?rr. 


39 


41 


l.fiSI 


41 


Budget 


n 


?5 


/6/ 


19 


Monitor 


0 


0 


?18 


5 


Rewch jnd development 


i/ 


18 


?9/ 


8 


Relator 


4 


4 


?1J 


5 


I omhinatjim* nt the .ihove 


1 


1 


305 


8 


M.ii 


96 


100 


4.0?8 


100 



RKSOUKC KS NKKDKI) TO IMPROVK THK HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OK THK ELDERLY 

Thirty-three percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest 
increased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the 
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a view also 
shared by the Nation Ittfi percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Hi' 4 VI I' 



North fakolj 



Nation 





Number 


ppfrent 


Number 


Percent 


People 


18 


1/ 




8 


Money 


)? 


33 


1.449 


36 


Miter 
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Ohio State Issues on Aoing for the 1980's 



ohio's elderly concerns parallel the nation's concerns 

In order to determine what the profile of an individual State 
might be, we compared the recommendations made by Ohio with 
the Nation* We found that Ohio's issues regarding the elderly were 
similar to those of the Nation as a whole* The following table 
shows that both Ohio and the Nation believe the primary concerns 
of the elderly are economic issues* Forty-three percent or more of 
the total issues are economic for both Ohio and the Nation. Al- 
though national statistics show that social issues are the next pri- 
mary concern of the elderly, (30 percent of the recommendations), 
Ohio's recommendations suggest that both social and health issues 
are about equally important but secondary to economic issues: 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Otnwryoo 




Otno 

Kutnta 




Nation 

Nuntta 


ftfCWt 


Health 




18 


27 


639 


16 


Economic 




29 


43 


2,043 


51 


Social 




20 


30_ 


1.346 


33 


Total 




. , 67 


100 


4,028 


100 



Economic condition can be improved through employment programs 

Although most of the Nation recommends that the elderly's eco- 
nomic situation can be improved through reducing service costs, (37 
percent of all economic recommendations) Ohio recommends that 
economic problems be resolved through increasing/maintaining 
income through employment and its benefits (including pensions, 
etc.). 

As the following table shows, Ohio favors addressing the econom- 
ic needs of the elderly primarily through increasing/maintaining 
their income through employment programs (85 percent of Ohio's 
economic recommendations). 
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Mf [1100 Of R( HIVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN OHIO 



Recommendations 



Method of relieving ftnancia) burden 


Ohio 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs 


9 


31 


764 


37 


?*<es 


2 


7 


112 


6 


Reduce du able costs 


2 


7 


209 


10 


Rediy* no tduraWe costs 


1 


3 


106 


5 


increase r i,<nnt.\n income 










Emotoytrent 


to 


3b 


295 


15 


No'emrloyment 


5 


17 


492 


24 


Combination' o 1 the 3bove 


0 


0 


64 


3 


'oti 


?9 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly's economic 
plight could be improved through employment include: 

Social Security benefits eaual the national average income. 
All private pension plans be portable from one employer to 
another, and fully vested after 5 yearc of participation. 
Employment discrimination against the elderly be opposed. 

National and Ohio health concerns are similar 

Most of the Nation s recommendations concerning how to resolve 
the heatlh problems of the elderly focus on having professionals 
learn more about aging and how to prevent or treat the prevalent 
disabling illnesses. Ohio alro focuses on these concerns. Ohio rec- 
ommends, for example: 

Focus research on Alzheimer's disease and other chronic dis- 
eases encountered by the elderly. 

Develop specialized programs and facilities such as for per- 
sons who are terminally ill, deaf and/or blind, or suffering 
from substance abuse. 

Form a consortium to develop a comprehensive national re- 
search agenda in aging. 

Social concerns can be improved through bette* program coordina- 
tion 

Many of the issues surrounding the social aspect of Ohio's elder- 
ly focus on improving services through better program coordination 
at both the federal and local level. Some of these recommendations 
include: 

' Study be conducted with a view toward the consolidation of 

similar programs for the elderly. 

Similar allied health and social services be available through 
community and focal points. 
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Common regulations be developed for similar programs for 
the elderly found in different federal departments. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Ohio's recommendations, like most of the Nation, show that over* 
all, the source of improvement on all dimensions for issues impact* 
ing on the elderly is the Federal government. Thirty-threo percent 
of Ohio's recommendations and 30 percent of the Nation's recom- 
mendations suggest the Federal government as the primary source 
for improvement. 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 






Recomme 


ndatons 




Source of improvement 


Onto 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number tacenl 




federal Government 


22 


33 


1.215 


30 


Stat? and local government ... 


8 


12 


439 


11 


Federal and State government 


11 


16 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


20 


30 


1,108 


28 


Combtnatirns ot the above 


6 


9 


600 


IS 


W . . . 


67 


100 


4,028 


100 



However, if we breakout the overall percentages for each dimen- 
sion, we find that Ohio still suggests economic improvements be 
made by the Federal government (59 percent) but believes some of 
the responsibility for social improvements be shared by the state 
and local governments (30 percent for State and local; 25 percent 
for Federal government), while health problems should be resolved 
by non-government sources (61 percent) (See below table). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Recommendations by dimensions 



Source of improvement 


Health 




tcom 




SooaJ 




Number Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number Percent 


Federal '^VHi.irnent 


0 


0 


1/ 


59 


5 25 


Stat? awl utJl RoVernmenl 


2 


11 


0 


0 


6 30 


Federal and State government 


3 


1/ 


5 


17 


3 15 


Nongovernment 


11 


61 


6 


21 


3 15 


Other 


? 


11 


1 


3 


3 15 




18 


100 


29 


100 


20 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THK KLDKRLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND 

BtJOGKT CONSIDERATIONS 

Ohio believes most health* economic, and social issues affecting 
the elderly can be resolved through existing organi/atons and 
budget consideration. As shown in the following table* Ohio sug- 
gests that IW percent of its recommendations can be carried out 
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through existing organizations, and U percent through budget con- 
siderations. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Provider Otoo Nation 

Number to cant Number Percent 



Legislator 


6 


9 


57/ 


14 


Otganuef 


24 


36 


1,651 


41 


Budget 


21 


31 


767 


19 


Monitor 


4 


6 


218 


5 


Research and development 


8 


12 


297 


8 


fte ulator 


4 


6 


213 


5 


C r "nbinations of the ahuw 


0 


0 


305 


J 


Total 


67 


100 


4,028 


100 


RESOURCES NEKDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, 


ECONOMIC, 


AND SOCIAL 





CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Ohio believes through increased funding (money) the health, eco 
nomic, and social conditions can be improved by existing organiza- 
tions, a view shared by the Nation, 51 and 36 percent respectively, 
as shown in the following table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Ohio Naton 

Resources 

Number Percent Number Percent 



People 


0 


0 


313 


8 


Money 


34 


51 


1,449 


36 


Materials 


0 


0 


120 


3 


Prot:pss 


32 


48 


1,188 


29 


People and money 


0 


0 


690 


17 


Combinations of the above 


1 


1 


268 


7 


Total 


67 


100 


4.028 


too 
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Oklahoma State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
concerns of oklahoma^ elderly are similar to the nation 

We found Oklahoma's issues regarding the elderly to be similar 
to those of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues 
as the primary concern of the elderly both in Oklahoma (54 per- 
cent) and the nation (51 percent) with social issues next in impor- 
tance. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Dimension 


Oklahoma 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


Health 




19 


18 


639 


16 


konomic 




57 


54 


2,043 


51 


Social 




29 


28 


1,346 


33 


Total 




105 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic situation by reducing costs 

Oklahoma, along with the Nation, suggest reducing costs as the 
best itiethod of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A 
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 35 percent 
of Oklahoma's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as 
the principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elder- 
ly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as 
shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN OKLAHOMA 



Recommendation} 

Method of Sieving financial burden Oklahoma Nation 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 












Reduce service costs 


20 


35 


764 


37 


Taxes 


4 


7 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


3 


5 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


2 


4 


106 


5 


ftrpAv mamMin income 










fmploymenl 


1? 


21 


295 


15 


Nonemploymenl 


14 


25 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


2 


3 


64 


3 


Tot.il 


57 


100 


2.043 


100 



Some recommendations made by Oklahoma to reduce service 
costs include: 
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Expanding community-based services and nutritional pro- 
grams. 

Providing adequate outreach services especially to isolated 
elderly. 

Increasing benefit programs for blind and handicapped elder- 

Providing a unified transportation network, including buses, 
drivers, maintenance, operating costs and provisions for the 
handicapped* 

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities or activities 

Oklahoma believes social concerns can be improved by providing 
more opportunities and activities as shown by the following recom- 
mendations: 

A conscious effort must be made to involve the common ordi- 
nary senior citizen in the planning stage of aging programs. 

A program should exist in the community whose primary 
function should be to disseminate Information on skills and 
availability of senior citizens for jobs and service. 

Community, state, and Federal governments should continue 
their moral and financial support of age integration to all el- 
derly programs including health, transportation, and social 
programming* 

Community, state, and Federal government agencies at all 
levels should include older people on their boards and commit- 
tees. 

Improve health concerns through training and research 

Oklahoma suggests improving the health problems of the elderly 
through training and research. For example, Oklahoma recom- 
mends: 

Incorporating mental health education relating to aging into 
the training curriculum of health and social service profession- 
als. 

Developing and supporting education with emphasis on self- 
care available to the community. 

Introducing a gerontological curriculum in the educational 
process for those people who will be involved with older people. 

There must be increased appropriations for research into the 
care and medical needs of the older population. 

A greater investment must be made in the production of 
knowledge about the aged and the aging processes. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Forty-nine percent of Oklahoma's recommendations show the 
Federal government as the primary source of improvement on all 
dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly with non-govern- 
ment sources second in importance. As the following table shows, 
the Nation agrees with Oklahoma. 
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SOURCIS (OR IMPROVING fHf HDtRlY'S HtALTK ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendaton 



Source 3t improvement 


Oklahoma 




Nation 






NumDet 


Pefcent 


Number 


Percent 


hnforji (jijvernment 


51 


49 


1.215 


30 


Nun^uvermerit 


7b 


24 


1.108 


28 


federal and Slate Rovernmerit 


?J 


22 


666 


16 


Stale and local government 


1 


1 


439 


11 


Combinations ot t*w above 


b 


4 


600 


15 


Total 


10b 


100 


4,028 


100 



Ah sho.'n in the following table, Oklahoma specified that eco- 
nomic improvement for their elderly should be the Federal govern- 
ment s responsibility while the responsibility for improvements re- 
lating to health issues should be snared by non-goverment sources 
and Federal and state governments with non-goverment sources re- 
sponsible for social issues. 

SOURCIS f OR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 

Recommenatiom by dimensions 



'Mite dI impruvement 


Health 


fcowmic 


Social 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number Percent 


federal (iovernment 


4 


?1 


43 


lb 


4 14 


State and loral government 


1 


b 


0 


0 


0 0 


federal and State government 


/ 


3/ 


10 


18 


6 20 


NoriRoverment 


/ 


3/ 


3 


5 


15 52 


Other 


0 


0 


1 


2 


4 14 


Total 


19 


100 


5/ 


100 


29 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Oklahoma believes existing organizations and more funds can re- 
solve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly 
(117 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the 
Nation ((50 percent) as the tabi? below shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Oklahoma 



Ni,oi&i»» 



hfrenl 



Rpr.ommenfati.m'-, 



HM*m 



Numb* 



PNOfll 



av 




1/ 


Ift 


llf/lf'-M':!'!!. 




V) 


\l 






t; 


\[) 


Mm- »- f 






i 




()!' »" ' 


\ 


4 


«i »'■,.)• i 




«i 





Ism 



sn 


14 


I'Si 


41 


/->/ 


19 




S 


?v 


8 


tu 


S 




8 


4.11/8 


1(10 



60 
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KKSOIUU'KS NKKDKII TO IMI'KOVK HtiAI/TI!, KCONOMIC AND S(X:IAL 
c ONDITIONH OF THK KM)KKLY 

Ninety-two percent of Oklahoma's recommendations suggest 
processing and increased funding (money) as the resources needed 
for existing organizations to improve the health, economic, or social 
condition of older people, a view shared by the Nation as shown in 
the following table. 

Rt COMMENDATIONS 





Okljfwnu 






Nation 


















Numwr 


Percent 






Percent 




3 


1 




313 






4/ 


40 1 




1,449 


3b 


P-ie, 






V 


1.188 


29 


M.|V ; 


0 


0 




1?U 


3 




4 


4 




690 


1/ 


''■■Ifujfl*. '!t UtP \H.,r 


1 


I 




268 


; 


! ill 1 




100 




4.028 


100 
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Oregon State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Oregon's elderly concerns are similar to the nation 

Oregon's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those of the 
Nation. As shown in the following table, both Oregon and the 
Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern of the el- 
derly (62 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues being 
second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Oregon Ntttifl 



Dimension 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Health 22 17 639 16 

Iconumic 81 62 2.043 51 

Social 28 2\_ U46__ 33 

Total 131 100 4,028 100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Oregon's economic recommendations suggest improving the eco- 
nomic condition of the elderly by reducing costs, a recommendation 
also made by the Nation. A further analysis of the economic di- 
mension shows that 46 percent of Oregon s recommendations and 
37 percent of the Nation s recommendations propose reducing serv- 
ice costs as the best method of relieving the financial burden on 
the elderly. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW YORK 



Recommendations 



Method of relieving financial burden - egon Nation 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 










Reduce serrvce costs 


37 


46 


764 


37 


Taxes 


5 


6 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


5 


6 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Incrp'W maintain income 










( mployment 


to 


12 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


23 


29 


492 


24 


Combination 1 ; of the above 


1 


1 


64 




Total 


81 


100 


1 ,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how nervier costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 
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(iive priority to delivery of services to the elderly. 

Prioritize in-home alternate home funding. 

Provide homemaker/ housekeeper services, personal care, 
daycare, and respite care. 

Make revisions to Medicare to proivide adequate coverage 
for outpatient care, home health care, dental and dentures, eye 
care and prescription lenses, ear care and hearing aides, pre- 
ventive medical services, podiatry and prescription drugs serv- 
ices. 

Increase funding for home repair and weatherization. 
Social concerns can be improved through education 

Oregon's recommendations focus on education programs to im- 
prove the social dimension of the elderly. For example: 

Provide, through both formal and informal educational sys- 
tems, knowledge about family living skills, family roles, aging 
process, and death/dying issues. 

Provide equal educational opportunities for older Americans 
to include career education, cultural enrichment, gerontologi- 
cal emphasis, leisure and coping skills, and positive intergener- 
ational contracts. 

Encourage and educate the elderly to the use of research 
findings for self-help, planning, and programming. 

Provide public education regarding long-term care facilities 
and their services. 

Use the media to project positive aspects on aging. 

Improve health concerns by providing better services and education 

Oregon believes through education and by providing better serv- 
ices the health concerns of the elderly can be improved. Specific 
recommendations include: 

Develop, maintain, and promote a comprehensive mental 
health program. 

Develop a national health policy focusing on preventive care, 
health education and maintenance, and health screening. 

Encourage health education to promote a broad range of 
areas of awareness regarding nutrition, drugs, and normal 
aging. 

Review federal and state regulations with the intent of in- 
creasing flexibility in implementation to allow the needs of the 
individual to be met while maintaining or increasing the qual- 
ity of services. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Forty-one percent of Oregon's recommendations show the Feder- 
al government as the primary source of improvement on all dimen- 
sions for issues impacting on the elderly with non-government 
sources second. As shown in the following table, the Nation agrees 
with Oregon. 
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THF f LDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Source of improvement 


Oregon 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


federal Government 


54 


41 


1,215 


30 


Nongovernment ... 


44 


33 


1108 


28 


federal and State government 


18 


14 


666 


16 


State and local government 


5 


4 


439 


11 


Combinations of the above 


10 


8 


600 


15 


Total 


131 


100 


4,028 


100 



As shown in the following table, Oregon specifies that improve- 
ments relating to health and social issues should be the responsibil- 
ity of non-government sources 64 and 75 percent, respectively while 
economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal gov- 
ernment's responsibility, (62 percent). 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 







Racoon 


nenditw 


is by dimension 




Source of improvement 


Health 


toon 


XTOC 


Social 




Number 


Percent 1 


(umber 


Percent Number Percent 


federal Government 


2 


9 


50 


62 


2 7 


Slate and local government 


1 


4 


4 


5 


0 0 


Federal and State government 


5 


23 


10 


12 


3 11 


Nongovernment 


14 


64 


9 


11 


21 75 


Other 


0 


0 


8 


10 


2 7 


Total 


22 


100 


81 


100 


28 100 



ASSISTANCE TO TH* ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Oregon believes existing organizations can best implement their 
recommendations and provide the assistance needed by the elderly 
(49 percent of their recommendations). This belief is snared by the 
Nation (41 percent) as the following table shows. 

PROVIDE!! OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Provider 


Oregof' 




Nat. 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 




8 


6 


577 


14 


Organist ons 


64 


49 


r 


41 


Budget 


3/ 


28 


'0/ 


19 


Monitor 


/ 


5 


218 


5 


Rpwh and dweloompnl 


? 


2 


297 


8 


RpRutofnrs 


13 


10 


213 


5 


fj)mhin,itiiMV, of thp ^hovr» 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Hit 


131 


100 


4.028 


100 
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KKHOUKCKM NKKDKO TO IMI ROVK HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OK THE ELDERLY 

Eighty-four percent of Oregon's recommendations suggest proc- 
essing and incmised funding (money) as the resources needed for 
existing organizations to improve the health, economic, and social 
condition of the elderly, a view shared b> the Nation as shown in 
the following table, 

RECOMMENDATIONS 





Oregon 




Nation 




Resources 










Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


People 


1 


1 


313 


8 


Money 


49 


37 


1.449 


36 


Process 


6? 


47 


.188 


29 


Material 


1 


1 


120 


3 


People .ind money 


15 


12 


690 


17 


; * m|)i« ilions ol (he above 


3 


2 


268 


7 


fol.ll 


131 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Pennsylvania State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Pennsylvania's elderly concerns parallel the nation 

We compared Pennsylvania's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found them to be similar* The following table .shows 
Pennsylvania and the Nation believe economic issues to be the pri- 
mary concern of the elderly (66 and 51 percent, respectively) with 
social issues being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Pwflsylvuw Niton 

Dimension -- — - 



Number Percent Number Percent 

Health 11 14 639 16 

Iconomic 51 66 2,043 51 

Social 15 20 1,346 33 

Tr'il 77 100 4,028 100 



Economic issues can be improved by reducing coste 

Pennsylvania agrees with the Nation that the (Economic condi- 
tion of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis 
of the economic dimension shows that 55 percent of Pennsylvania's 
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the primary 
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom- 
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent). 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDE LY IN PENNSYLVANIA 



Recommendations 



Method of rriievmg I inane ■ n burden fainsytoma Nation 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs 


?8 


55 


764 


37 


Taxes 


. . 1 


? 


113 


R 


Reduce durable costs 


10 


19 


m 


10 


Reduce nondurable rusts 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Increase,- maintain income 










fmployi. nt 


4 


8 


?95 


15 


Nonemployment 


8 


16 


49? 


24 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


' >lai 


51 


100 


?,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude; 
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Bach community Hhould provide potential consumers with an 
assessment and evaluation to determine appropriate services. 

A comprehensive service package meeting health, service, 
and functional needs should be established. 

A continuum of supportive in-home services should be fi- 
nanced by public or private funding to meet the established 
needs of persons 60 or over. 

Federal Government should adopt a policy of maintaining 
and/or increasing levels of transportation services for the el- 
derly. 

Social concerns can be improved through education 

Pennsylvania recommends that educational programs be initiat- 
ed for the public and private sectors to change the attitudes and 
feelings toward the elderly and their role in society. For example: 
Initiate educational programs to promote the breakdown by 
stereotypes, enharce media responsibilities, recognize the 
value of the elderly as a human resource, and increase aging 
awareness through a combination of experience in lifelong 
learning, and role counseling. 

Promote the role of the aging as self-reliant and independent 
person * who will serve as resources in society. 

Include the elderly on each major national and State board 
or policy-making body affecting aging services and also provide 
the elderly with the opportunity to participate on community 
boards in order that their interest or expertise may be utilized. 

Improve health concerns through training and research 

Pennsylvania believes health problems of the elderly can be im- 
proved through training and research. For example: 

Training and education should be provided for volunteers, 
staff participants, and others involved in senior center pro- 
gramming. 

Appropriate curriculum should be required for individual 
serving in the continuum of care. 

Euucation programs should be offered which include an un- 
derstanding of the life cycle, with its potentials and problems 
and these programs be directed to providers of service includ- 
ing families, the helping professions, and the agency them- 
selves. 

Advocacy effort should be made toward the development of a 
team of social gerontologists and directors of agencies serving 
the elderly to conduct research which will examine the chang- 
ing role of the elderly in the areas of human values, basic 
needs, educational opportunities, self-reliance, and decision- 
making. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE 

GOVERNMENTS 

Pennsylvj nia s recommendations (M percent) show the primary 
source of improvement for issues affecting the elderly is Federal 
and state governments, as opposed to U5 pen nationwide?. As 
shown in the following table, Pennsylvania <*izes nongovern- 
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merit HourccH to lw necond in improving the well being of their el- 
derly. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Source ol improvement 



Number Percent 



Nation 

Number Percent 



Federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
federal Government 
State and local government 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



26 


34 


666 


16 


21 ■ 


21 


1.108 


28 


15 


20 


1.215 


30 


/ 


9 


439 


11 


8 


10 


600 


15 


11 


100 


4.028 


100 



An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is 
that Pennsylvania specifies that improvements relating to health 
and social issues should be the responsibility of non-government 
sources while economic improvements for older people should be 
the responsibility of Federal and State governments, 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Sourr* of improvement 



Recommendations by Amemion 
Health Economic Social 

Number Percent Number Percent Number fjfeent 



Meral Ijovernment 
State and local government 
federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Otnfr 

total 



0 


0 


13 


25 


2 


13 


0 


0 


4 


8 


3 


20 


2 


18 


23 


45 


1 


/ 


8 


73 


/ 


14 


6 


40 


1 


9 


\ 


8 


3 


20 


11 


100 


51 


100 


15 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Sixty percent of Pennsylvania's recommendations and 41 percent 
of the Nation's indicate that existing organizations can resolve the 
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly, as the fol- 
lowing table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



legi.Lil'ir 

Budget 
Mpnih-r 

ltaeav h Ipupiuw**' 
Hegjto' 't 



Recommendation 

Pennsylvania 
Number Percent 



J 

In 

,»n 

4 

\ 
I 





Nation 






Number 


Percent 


4 


5/7 


14 


80 


1,651 


41 




76/ 


19 


•> 


218 


5 




?97 


8 


1 


?13 


5 
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PNOVIUfR Of ASSISTANCE TO THt CLDERLY— Continued 



Provider 



Recommendations 

Perunylvama 
Number Percent 



Nation 

Number Percent 



Combinations of the above 
Total 



0 



305 
4,078 



8 

100 



» ^OURCKS NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Eighty-seven percent of Pennsylvania's recommendations and 65 
percent of the Nations suggest processing and increased funding as 
the resources needed to improve the health, economic, and social 
conditions of the elderly. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

Penn5yt"ania Na'wi 

Reojurceo 

Number Percent Number percent 



People 


1 


1 


313 


8 


M- ( iey 


31 


40 


1.449 


36 


Maters 


1 


1 


120 


3 


Prices'* 


36 


4/ 


1.188 


29 


Peop-f jM money 


6 


8 


690 


17 


' r-.matums of the above 


2 


3 


268 


7 


Mai 


11 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Kiiodk Island Statu Issuks on Ac;in<; for thk 1980s 

COMPARISON OK KIIODK ISLAND S Kl.DKKLY CONCKHNS WITH THOSK 

NAT'ONWIDK 

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Rhode Islands recommenda- 
tions surest social issues to be the primary concern of their elder- 
ly with economic issues second in importance (48 and 41* percent, 
respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



RnxxV Njnd Nation 







Number 


Pwi:enl 




FVicent 






1 


9 


639 


16 






<?4 


43 


2.043 


SI 






?1 


18 


1.346 


33 


I..MI 




♦>b 


100 


4.0?8 


100 



KCONOMK* ( V JDITIONS tMt'ROVKD BY REDUCING COSTS 

Korty-two percent of Rhode Island s economic recommendations 
surest improving the economic conditions of the elderly by reduc- 
ing costs, a recommendation also made nationwide loH percent). A 
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that Rhode Is- 
lands recommendations propose reducing taxes and service costs to 
relieve 1 the financial burden on the elderly. 

MflHO'J Of RHIf.VING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN RHODE ISLAND 



'•.-1 

w 
in* 



V "' " j ■ v 



Specific recommendations on how taxes and service costs can be 
reduced include 
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No Kodrral income tax be levied on Social Security income. 

All senior citi/ens living on a fixed income of $10,000 a year 
or less be exempt from Federal income tax. 

Medicare coverage be extended to pay the cost of prescrip- 
tion drugs. 

Moneys be channeled into payments o r in-home services such 
as light house cleaning, shopping, meal preparation, laundrv, 
and personal care assistance from medicare/ medicaid and Title 
XX 

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Rhode Island believes the social concerns of the elderly can be 
improved by focusing on a combination of programs (86 percent of 
their social recommendations). Specific recommendations include: 
Federal and state governments be committed to assisting the 
elderly to maintain their dignity and independence in the com- 
munity. 

Security guards, and burglar, fire and smoke alarms should 
be provided at senior citizens housing complexes. 

T. e Rhode Island General Assembly enact legislation man- 
dating the report of abuse, neglect, abandonment or exploita- 
tion of any person f>0 years of age or older to the Director of 
the Department of Elderly Affairs. 

The elderly should be recognized as an important segment of 
the consumer population. 

1MPKOVKMKNTS TO BK ACHIEVKD THROUGH FEDKRAL GOVERNMENT 

Rhode Island, like the Nation, believes the source of improve- 
ment on all dimensions for issues impacting on the eldeiV is the 
Federal government. Thirty-two percent of Rhode Islands recom- 
mendations and M) percent of the Nation's recommendations show 
the Federal government as the primary source of improvement 
with non-government sources second. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE EDLERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

Recommendations 
tfhorip isUnri Nation 
Hwt*t Pw f»n! Numb* fVftenl 



18 


3? 


1.215 


30 


8 


14 


666 


16 


n 


?3 


1.108 


?8 


/ 


13 


439 


II 


10 


!H 


m 


15 


Sfi 


100 


4.0?8 


100 



An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is 
lh.it Rhode Island specifics that improvements relating to health 
aspects should be Federal, State and local governments responsibil- 
ity 1 10 percent), social issues and responsibility of nongovernment 
sources 1 11 percent i while economic issues are the responsibility of 
the Federal Government l7."> percent i, 
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SUUHCIS I OH IMPROVING CONDITIONS t» THE ELDtRLY BY DIMENSION 



Source ji implement 



kttUfnnttfHJalioftt by dimenyom 
health fcconomc Social 

Percent Numoer Percent Number Percent 



fflfcui Uovwnment 
Stile dmJ wjwi govwrmient 
Federal «r it) Mate jjuvernment 
Noiinuwmnipnt 
Othe. 

Total 



0 18 75 

40 2 8 

40 2 8 

Q 1 4 

?0 1 4 



100 



24 



99 



0 
3 
4 
12 



21 



0 
11 
15 
44 

30 

100 



assistance; to thk elderly through legislation and existing 

organizations 

Rhode Island's recommendations suggest that a combination of 
legislation and existing organizations can provide the assistance 
needed by the elderly to resolve their health* economic, and social 
problems CM and UK percent, respectively), 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE V "ERIY 



Rrtonunendaton* 



Pr*vr 


Rhode island 


Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


leglMJtOf 


21 


3/ 


577 


14 


Or^n./jtiuns 


20 


36 


\M 


41 


Mrv.it :r 


1 


? 


218 


5 


Biingpt 


1 


2 


767 


19 


Rpsmn n <irrl ilpven^ment 


3 


5 


29/ 


8 


ftWtUlillOf 


0 


0 


213 


b 


ComhhMtions ol ,he ii«.ve 


10 


18 


305 


8 


loUl 


56 


100 


4.028 


100 



KKHOl'KCKF NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Rhode Island and the Nation believe increased funding (monev) 
n> the resource most likely to be affected in improving the health, 
economic, and social conditions of the elderly (45 and 36 percen;, 
respective iyi as shown in the following table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Rho* Kurd 





Numter 




Nomhpr 


Percent 




h 


11 


313 


8 


WltfH'y 


h 




1.449 


.IE 


Pmmv, 


1 


u 


1.188 


29 




.» 


1 


120 


3 


P»Hip|p \nt* ^r^V 


11 


20 


r? > 


1/ 
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RECOMMENDATIONS — Continued 



Rhodt Island Nation 

Resource! 

Numtet Percent Number Percent 

Combinationj ol t„<! above . 5 9 258 ? 

total 56 100 4,028 ;00 
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South Carolina State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
south Carolina's elderly concerns are similar to the nation 

A comparison of South Carolina's issues regarding the elderly 
with those of the Nation disclosed them to be similar. For example, 
the elderly in South Carolina and the Nation are primarily con- 
cerned with economic issues, (50 and 51 percent respectively) with 
social issues being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 

South Carolina Watwi 
Dimension " " ' 

Number Percent Number Percent 



14 


16 


639 


16 


44 


50 


2,043 


51 


10 


34 


1.346 


33 


88 


100 


4,028 


100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

South Carolina agrees with the Nation's recommendation that 
the economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reduc- 
ing costs. To relieve the financial burden on the elderly, 34 percent 
of South Carolina's recommendations suggest reducing service 
costs. This recommendation was also made by the Nation (37 per- 
cent), as shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN SOUTH CAROLINA 



RecororneriJaUons 

Mtihffti ot 'citing (injxi.il buiden South Carolina Nation 

Numter Percent Number Percent 



RwJuce JuratM costs 

Rp(1uri> nondurable r.y.h 
uvwf !n ( )inM..' 'fir 

I mpluymiMil 

Ni.twipliiyniHtil 
i i;i"hn.ttw. of 'V tf<iyr 



\h 


34 


/64 


3/ 


2 


5 


113 


6 


3 


; 


209 


10 


6 


14 


106 


5 


9 


20 


295 


15 




9 


492 


24 




11 


64 


3 


44 


100 


2.043 


100 



South Carolina's recommendations for reducinp service^ costs 
locus on health, and in home care costs and transportation. Kor ex- 
ample 

i llili I 
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The Medicare and Medirai 1 programs should provide in- 
creased in-home services. 

Third party reimbursement for homemaker services should 
be continued. 

Adult day ct-re services should be developed in existing fa- 
cilities such as senior citizens centers, churches, extended care 
facilities, hospitals and community health centers. 

More transportation services should be made available by 
encouraging volunteer transportation programs through devel- 
opment of mechanisms for coordination of such pools and reim- 
bursement of costs for fuels, insurance, and the like. 

Funding for transportation for the elderly from private and 
public resources should be encouraged. 

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities and chang- 
ing attitudes toward the elderly 

Providing more opportunities and changing the public's comcep- 
t ion of the elderly can play a big part in improving social concerns. 
Specific recommendations made by South Carolina include: 

All in-home services should be coordinated with information 
and referral centers and a comprehensive needs assessments 
service. 

Area wide coordination of all transportation providers 
should be developed and services for ru/al and underserved 
areas emphasized. 

Public education curricula and the mass media should be uti- 
lized to promote positive concepts of aging and enhancement of 
self concepts. 

Age discrimination should be eliminated ,'n all areas of life 
experiences. 

Improve health concerns by providing more and better help 

South Carolina believes health problems can be improved by pro- 
viding more and better help to the elderly. For example: 

Health and nutrition education programs, health screening 
and holistic health clinics should be increased. 

A statewide community long term care project should be im- 
plemented for the purpose of defining service options and en- 
listing and expanding community based services. 

Public policies should be developed that will affect how long 
term care facilities provide care for older people. 

IMI'KOVKMKNTS TO BE ACHIEV ED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Forty lour percent of South Carolina's recommendations suggest 
non government sources to be the primary source lor improvement 
on all dimensions— health, econom ; '\ and social— for issues impact- 
ing on the elderly as opposed to 28 percent nationwide. 
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SOUKCIS (OR IMPROVING THI HDIRIY'S HtALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Suuuv ot improvement 



South Ctioliiu 
Number Percent 



Nation 



Percent 



MterJi uowtniiienl 
Sta»e ^iil local government 
federal and! Side government 
Nongovernment 
Combinations nt the aoove 

total 



21 


24 


1.215 


30 


3 


3 


439 


11 


11 


13 


668 


16 


39 


44 


1.108 


28 


14 


16 


600 


15 


88 


100 


4,028 


100 



ASSISTANTS TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH RESKARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

Forty-one percent of South Carolina's recommendations suggest 
that health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly can be 
resolved through research and development by private and govern- 
ment sectors. This suggestion is not shared by the Nation, 

PROV! ;£R OF ASSI' fANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



legislator 
Organizations 
Budget 
Monitor 

Research mil development 
Regulators 

Cfsmbmahons nt the Mw 
tot.il 



South Carolina 
Numfj»>r 



Nation 





Percent 


Number 


Percent 


10 


11 


57/ 


14 


1/ 


19 


1.651 


41 


13 


15 


76/ 


19 


4 


5 


218 


5 


36 


41 


29/ 


8 


8 


9 


213 


5 


0 


0 


305 


8 


88 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURC ES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS FOR THE ELDERLY 

South Carolina believes increased funding (money) together with 
changing the current process as the resources most likely to be af- 
fected in improving the health, economic, and social conditions ot 
the elderly, a view shared by the Nation. 

RFCOMMENDATIONS 



V r 



Vxjlh Urohna 
Numr*f Percent 

28 
1.1 
1 



3? 



Nal<un 

Number Percenl 

1.449 
1.188 

Mi 

170 



36 
29 
8 

3 
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RfCUMMINDATIONS Continued 





!y uth Carolina 


Nation 














Humtm 




Number 


FVn nil 


f-'wjpip ind money 


9 


10 


690 


1/ 


i,j)ml)in,itini") of thn .jtK)v»» 


fi 


6 


m 


/ 


luUI 


88 


100 


4.0?8 


100 



9 



173 

ERIC 



South Dakota State Issues on Aging for the 1980'3 

SOUTH DAKOTA S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION^ 

CONCERNS 

We compared the recommendations made by South Dakota re- 
garding the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be 
similar. The following table shows the elderly in South Dakota and 
the Nation are primarily concerned with economic issues (59 and 
51 percent, respectively) with social issues second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Dimension 



Health 

Economic 

Social 



South Ddota 


Nation 




Kumtw Percent 


Number 


Percent 


4 14 


639 


16 


17 59 


2.043 


51 


8 27 


1,346 


33 


29 100 


4,028 


100 



Total 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

An analysis of the economic dimension shows that 35 percent of 
South Dakota's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as 
the principle method of relieving the financial burden on the elder- 
ly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent) as 
shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

Recooirnendationj 



Mpthod of rriffving financial burden South Dakota 

Numb* Percent Number Percent 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 
Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce non durable costs 
Inrfw tuint.p incnmp 

mployment 

Nonemplovment 
Combinations ol the above 

Tnt,ll 



6 


35 


764 


37 


1 


5 


113 


6 


? 


1? 


?09 


10 


3 


18 


106 


5 


3 


18 


?95 


15 


? 


1? 


49? 


?4 


0 


0 


64 


3 


1/ 


130 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 
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Medicaid policies nhould cover preventive health care; hos- 
pice care; adult day care; homemaker service; physical therapy; 
mental health care; dental, hearing, and vision services; chiro- 
practic services and prescription dru^s. 

Senior centers should provide services to the frail elderlv. 

A rural public transportation and ambulance service should 
be developed and expanded to provide equitable access to medi- 
cal and other health-related services. 

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities 

Fifty percent of South Dakota's social recommendations suggest 
providing more opportunities to improve the social concerns of the 
elderly. For example* South Dakota recommends: 

Public and private agencies in education, employment, hous- 
ing, church and recreation have a documented plan to include 
elderly in their programs. 

Public agencies be required to have Affirmative Action plans 
to utilize the expertise of the elderly in teaching and sharing 
of knowledge in various crafts and cultural programs. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Forty-five percent of South Dakota's recommendations suggest 
non-government as the primary source for improvement on all di- 
mensions for issues impacting on the elderly as opposed to 28 per- 
cent nationwide. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Sokp ol improvement 



South Dakota 
Number Percent 



RtCOflUMfldfltMftS 

mm 

Number Percent 



federal Government 


10 


35 


1,215 


30 


State and local government 


3 


10 


439 


11 


Federal and State Rovernmenl 


. . 3 


10 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


13 


45 


1.108 


28 


Other combinations 


0 


0 


600 


15 


Total 


29 


100 


4,028 


100 



An analysis by dimension shows that South Dakota specifies im- 
provements relating to health and social issues should be the re- 
sponsibility of non-government sources while economic issues 
should be the Federal government's responsibility. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE EIDERU BY DIMENSION 



r Muu> ol mprwempnl 



Recommendations by dimension 
Health Economic Social 



Num 
bet 



Percent Number Percent 



Num 
ber 



Percent 



fulfil (jovernmep! 
Stat* aiw1 local government 
Federal anrj Stale government 



4/ 

6 

1? 



25 

?S 

u 
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SOURCES rOR IMPROVING CONDITIf NSOF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION— Continued 



Source of unftfowment 



Recommendations by dunmsm 
Health Economic SochI 



Nongovernment 
Other combinations 

total 



Num- 
ber 


Percent 1 


umber 


Percent 


Num- 
ber 


Percent 


4 


100 


6 


35 


3 


38 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


_ 0 


4 


100 


17 


100 


8 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS 

South Dakota believes more funds through budget considerations 
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues impacting on 
the elderly (45 percent of their recommendations) as opposed to 19 
percent nationwide. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendabon$ 



Proud* South Dakota Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislator 
Organizations 
Budget 
Monitor 

Research and development 
Regulators 

Combinations of the above 
Total 



4 


14 


577 


14 


10 


« 


1.651 


41 


13 


45 


767 


19 


0 


0 


218 


5 


1 


3 


297 


8 


1 


3 


213 




0 


0 


305 


8 


29 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Fifty-two percent of South Dakota's recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the 
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a view also 
shared by the Nation (tfti percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



South Dakota Nation 
Number Percent Number Patent 



PwpIp 
Miwv 
MdtPh.ii 

r'fOfPV. 

ppoplf' mil fTwriPY 
Comhin.ihnn'; o\ the abovp 

Total 



3 


11 


m 


8 


15 


52 


1.449 


36 


1 


3 


120 


3 


8 


?8 


1.188 


29 


1 


3 


690 


1/ 


1 


} 


268 


/ 


?9 


100 


4.028 


100 
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Tennessee State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
tennessee s elderly concerns parallel the nation 

We compared the recommendations made by Tennessee with 
those of the Nation and found them to be similar. The following 
table shows both Tennessee and the Nation believe economic issues 
are the primary concern of the elderly (75 and 51 percent, respec- 
tively )♦ 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Tennessee Nation 
Dnnenswts - — - - 



Number Penan! Number Percent 

Health 3 15 639 16 

tconomic 15 75 2,043 51 

Social _ 2 10 1,346 J3 

Total 20 100 4,028 100 



Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs 

Tennessee and the Nation recommend that the elderly's econom- 
ic condition can be improved by reducing costs* An analysis of the 
economic dimension, as shown in the following table, discloses that 
47 percent of Tennessee's recommendations suggest reducing serv- 
ice costs as the primary method of relieving the financial burden 
on the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (37 per- 
cent) 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN TENNESSEE 



Recommendations 



Method of relieve financial burden 


Tennessee 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


CoMs 










Reduce service cosh 


1 


4/ 


/64 


37 


Reduce durable costs 


0 


0 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs 


0 


0 


106 


5 


lues 


4 


21 


113 


6 


lncrpa r »e mam'iin income 










f mptoyment 


L 


13 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


7 


13 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


15 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendation}) on how the elderly's economic plight 
could be improved through reducing service costs include: 
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The CongreHH Hhould enact legislation to remove the deducti- 
ble advance payment requirement for Medicare recipients. 

The Congress should continue to authorize legal services 
under the Older Americans Act, and adequately fund such. 

The Congress should continue funding for elderly transporta- 
tion programs under Title III of the Older Americans Act and 
Title XX of the Social Security Act. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO HE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Tennessee's recommendations (90 percent) show the primary 
source of improvement on all dimensions— health, economic, and 
social— for issues affecting the elderly ia the Federal government, a 
conclusion also reached by the Nation (30 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Reconimenditions 



Sourr* ot improvement Temwsw Nation 



Number Percent Number Percent 



toM (tuvernment 18 90 1,215 30 

Nuniuwrnmeflt 1 5 1,108 28 

federal and State government 1 5 666 16 

State and local government 0 0 439 11 

CombmatJons of the above 'J 0 500 15 

Total 20 100 4,028 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATORS 

Tennessee believes that legislation can resolve most health, eco- 
nomic, and social issues affecting the elderly (75 percent of their 
recommendations), versus 14 percent for the Nation as the follow- 
ing table shows. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 





Tennessee 




Natron 






Number Percent 




Number 


Percent 


Legislator 


15 


75 


577 


14 


Orjr.wt/.ihons 


0 


0 


1,651 


41 




1 


5 


76/ 


19 


Monitor 


} 


10 


218 


5 


Rewr.h -inri development 


0 


0 


297 


8 


Regulator 


? 


10 


213 


5 


Combinations of the .ihove 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Tnt.il 


20 


00 


4,028 


100 
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KKHO 1 1 UC KM NKKhKI) TO IM.'KOVK THK HKAI.TH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OK THK KLDKRLY 

Ninety-five percent of Tennessee's recommendations suggest in- 
ert-.' -H funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the 
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly. This view 
was shared by the Nation (!M> percent) as shown in the following 
table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 





Terras* 




Nation 
















Number 


Herent 


Number 


Percenj 




1 


b 


313 


8 


Money 


19 


95 


1.449 


36 


Material 


0 


0 


1?0 


3 




0 


0 


1.188 


29 




0 


0 


690 


17 


i iimhiiLitiMir, )\ ihovv 


0 


0 


268 


7 


r.iMi 


?0 


100 


4.023 


100 
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Tkxas Statk Issuks on Aging for the 1980's 
comparison ok tkxas kldkki.y conckrns with thk nation 

Texas and the Nation believe that both economic and social con- 
cerns are important. The following table shows that 90 percent of 
Texas' recommendations relate to the social and economic dimen- 
sions compared to M percent for the N ion» 

Rf COMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



tfcMlfh 
I HMlOfPU 

Social 



Tews 

Numher Percent 

b 

23 
?4 



52 



10 

44 \ 
46 J 



90 



100 



Natw 

Number Percent 

639 
2.043 
1,346 



4,028 



16 

511 
33 J 

100 



84 



Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining 
income 

The Nation recommended that the elderly s economic condition 
ecu .d be improved by reducing costs. However, Texas recommended 
that economic problems be resolved by increasing and/or maintain- 
ing income as shown in the following table, A further analysis of 
the economic dimension shows that 31 percent of Texas 1 recommen- 
dations suggest increasing and/or maintaining income through 
non-en;ployee programs like social security, 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN OF THE ELDERLY IN TEXAS 

Recommendations 









Nation 










Number 


Percenl 


4 4 *niint.i<n iWrtfW 










h»(flny f m'ii| 








15 






; 31 


49? 


24 






< i/ 


113 


6 


RpfJurp ft, Mbip ir.K 




r' * 


?0S 


10 


Rpilurp nonflijr.jhff <■■.! 




0 0 


tOF- 


5 


Ht'fuii »• ,»»fv'i »■ in 1 . 




4 1/ 


/M 


3/ 


»»r it th<> }t*ivi' 




i: 0 


h4 


3 






m inn 


7,04,1* 


100 
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Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly 's economic 
plitfht could be improved through nonemployment programs in- 
clude: 

Revise the Social Security system so that women who work 
inside or outside the home are insured equitable benefits. 

Establish catastrophic insurance program to protect elderly 
from losing all resources due to accidents or major illness. 

Provide savings incentives for everyone. 

Improve health concerns through education 

Texas believes the health problems of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on improving the skills and knowledge of health 
cure professionals regarding aging. Texas recommends, for exam- 
ple: 

Provide counseling skills to service providers at community 

k»vel. 

£ rovide educational programs which address the aging proc- 
ess 

improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Texas believes the social concerns of the elderly can be improved 
by focusing on a combination of programs that would help the el- 
derly become more independent, influential, and self-reliant. For 
example* Texas recommends: 

Establishing a continuum of housing options, social services, 
transportation, and health care servic e to maintain older 
people in their own environment. 
Maintaining senior adults in productive roles. 
Encouraging the elderly to participate politically in influenc- 
ing the social system concerning the content and delivery of 
education and services. 

Encouraging independence of the elderly to bring a favorable 
impression of w aging process. 

I M i'KOV KM KNTH TO BK ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Texas* recommendations, unlike most of the Nation, show che 
primary source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly 
including those in the health, economic, and social dimension is 
nongovernment sources. Forty-four percent of Texas' recommen- 
dations suggest nongovernment as the primary source for improve- 
ment as opposed to 2H percent nationwide. 

SIMMS fOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLVS HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

ftpcommendiltons 

V'if e I '(Tipi'V^"! fPM', Nation 

Number fVtcpnt Hwtiet Petcwi! 





n 


?h 


1715 


30 


V |'f jflii * ,\> ,!nvp"!'n»"i' 


} 


■1 


m 


11 




i 


10 




lfi 




iM 


-14 


1.108 


?8 


" i* " . 


9 


1/ 


nOl) 


15 


1 '» 




I no 


4 m 


100 
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II we break out the recommendations by dimension, however, we 
can see that Texas believes the primary responsibility for issues re- 
lating to the elderly's health and social concerns should rest with 
nongovernment sources. However, Texas believes the Federal Gov- 
ernment is the best source for assisting the elderly with economic 
problems. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Sourw of mptovement 

Hum 
bet 



Recomrnendatiom by dimension 
Health Iconomtc Social 



Fe»h»rai Government 0 

Slate and local government 1 

federal and State government 0 

Nongovernment * 

OtM 0 

tut,.. 5 



Perient 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


0 


11 


48 


2 


8 


?0 


0 


0 


1 


4 


0 


2 


9 


3 


13 


80 


4 


17 


15 


63 


0 


6 


26 


2 


12 


10U 


23 


100 


24 


100 



ASSISTANT to thk klderly through existing organizations 

Texas believes moat health, economic, and social issues affecting 
the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations, a belief 
held by the Nation. Am the table below shows, Texas suggests that 
o'J percent of its recommendations can be carried out througn exist- 
ing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



legislator 
DfjjJni/atiWh 

Mi mid >r 

Ke,i«ifi f> ■!"(! levelnpmen! 
Regulator 

',.imr>injtiOn )f fhe iDovP 



Number 







Nation 






Percent 


Number 


Percent 


1 


14 


577 


14 


71 


» 


1.651 


41 


H 


h 


hi 


19 


1 


? 


?18 


5 


9 


1/ 


297 


8 


0 


0 


tu 


5 


0 


0 


305 


8 


w 


100 


4,n?8 


100 
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KKHOUKCKH NKKIlKI) TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS QY THE ELDERLY 

Fifty percent of Texas' recommendations suggest increased fund- 
ing (money) as the necessary resource to enable the provide™ to 
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, 
a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent) as shown in 
the following table. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Ttu» Hatw 
Number Portent Number Percent 



People . . 


8 


15 


313 


8 


Money 


?6 


50 


1,449 


36 


Material 


1 


7 


170 


3 


Process 


. . 14 


27 


\m 


29 


People and money 


1 


2 


690 


17 


Combination* ol the above 


2 


4 


268 


7 


total 


5? 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Utah State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of utah s elderly concerns with those nationwide 

Contrary to the views nationally, Utah believes their elderly are 
primarly concerned with social issues, followed by economic issues. 
Forty-five percent of Utah's recommendations focus on the social 
dimension as opposed to 33 percent nationally. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Dimension 


Utah 

Number 


Percent 


Nairn 

Number 


Percent 


HiMlth 




. . 16 


19 


639 


16 






31 


36 


2,043 


51 


Social 




38 


4b 


1,346 


33 


total 




85 


100 


4,028 


too 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Fifty-eight percent of Utah's and the Nation's economic recom- 
mendations suggest improving the economic condition by reducing 
costs. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 
Utah recommends reducing service costs (26 percent) as the princi- 
pal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, as the 
following table shows. 



METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL GURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN UTAH 



Recommendations 

MftM of relieve financial burden Utah Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



(.()■, I-, 



Nwiiite >ervice mh 


3 


26 


faies 


J 


10 


Reduce durable costs 


1 


3 


Rpdui.p non durable r.or>!\ 


6 


19 


Un.MM.p maitiMin iiiuirm 4 






rnujluymi'nt 


4 


13 


Non employment 


9 


29 


Combinations of the above 


0 


0 


total 


31 


100 



764 


37 


113 


6 


209 


10 


106 


5 


295 


15 


492 


24 


64 




2,043 


100 
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Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 
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Support and funding should be continued for reduced fan 
programs and for alternative transportation systems for the 
handicapped. 

Additional funds should be made available for home repairs. 

More government and private agency funding for housing 
unite for the elderly should be secured. 

Medicare should have a more realistic reimbursement scale 
for the costs of doctor visitation. 

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities and active 



Utah believes by providing more opportunities and activities the 
social concerns of the elderly can be improved. For example, Utah 
recommends: 

Inform elderly persons of their rights to protection and 
proper care. 

Housing representatives should determine the feasibility of 
using rent subsidies, tax incentives, local zoning ordinances, 
and other possibilities to encourage the development of 
"shared housing". 

The educational system should be more responsive to the 
educational needs of the elderly (i.e. vocational, retraining, lei- 
sure, etc.). 

There should be more research on meaningful ways to better 
utilize the time and talents of the "young-olcr. 

Conduct more research on specific personality, social and 
cultural, and environmental factors. 

Improve health concerns through research 

Fifty percent of Utah's health recommendations suggest improv- 
ing the health problems of the elderly through research, a sugges- 
tion also made by the Nation (33 percent). Specific recommenda- 
tions include: 

Researchers in the field of aging should coordinate their own 
efforts and those of professionals who work with the elderly in 
order to select projects that meet critical needs and avoid du- 
plication. 

Private organizations should be solicited and urged to con- 
tribute research monies to increase knowledge in the aging 

field. 

Emphasis should be given to research directed toward under- 
standing the aging process. 

More research should be conducted on chemical substance 
abuse among the elderly. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Fifty-eight percent of Utah's recommendations show non-govern- 
ment as the primary source of improvement on all dimensions- 
health, economic, and social— for issues impacting on the elderly 
with the Federal government second (35 percent). 
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SOURCES f OR IMPROVING THf ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



RtCOflVMfldStttB 



JOUiCB \M UH)RUVIIMUM 


uun 

Hunrfier 


Percent 


IWUI 

Number 




federal Government 


30 


35 


1,215 


30 


State and local government 


0 


0 


439 


11 


Federal awl State government 


7 


? 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


49 


58 


1,108 


28 


Other combinations 


4 


5 


600 


15 


Total 


85 


100 


4,028 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Utah believes existing organizations can provide the assistance 
needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and social 
issues (46 percent of the recommendations). This belief is shared by 
the Nation as the following table sho'vs. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Rnoflmcndsttoos 



Provider Utah Nflon 



Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislator 10 12 57/ 14 

Organi/atoM 39 46 1,651 41 

Budge; 23 27 767 19 

Monitor 0 0 218 5 

Research and development 12 14 297 8 

Regulator 1 I 213 5 

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8 

Total 85 100 4,028 100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY 

Sixty-two percent of Utah's recommendations suggest processing 
as the primary resource needed for providers to improve the 
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly. The Nation 
believes increased funding (money) can resolve the elderly's prob- 
lems in all dimensions (36 percent). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Utah Nation 

Resources 

Number Percent Number Percent 



I'eoplr? 


I 


1 


313 


8 


Money 


31 


37 


1.449 


36 


Material 


0 


0 


120 


3 


Prxer/) 


53 


6? 


1.188 


29 


People and money 


0 


0 


690 


17 
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RECOMMENDATIONS — Continued 



Utah Nation 

Resource) _ L " " 

NutntKf Pwcwt Number Percent 



Combinations of the atow 0 0 268 7 

Total 85 100 4,028 100 
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Vermont State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison of vermont's elderly concern8 with those 

nationwide 

Contrary to the views nationwide, Vermont's recommendations 
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with 
economic issues second in importance* Over 50 percent of their rec- 
ommendations focus on the social dimension as opposed to 33 per- 
cent nationally. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Vermont Niton 

OUMflSM - ■ • 



Number Potent Number Potent 

Health 13 18 639 16 

Economic .. 17 24 2,043 51 

Social 42 _ 58 1,346 33 

Total 72 100 4,028 100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Vermont, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs as 
the principal method of improving the economic condition of the el- 
derly. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 41 
percent of Vermont's recommendations propose reducing service 
costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly, a proposal also 
made nationwide (37 percent), as shown in the following table. 

METHOD OF REUE"'NG FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN VERMONT 



Recommendations 



Method of retevmg financial burden 


Vermont 




Nabon 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs . 


; 


41 


764 


37 


Ta*es 


3 


18 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


1 


6 


209 


10 


Reduce nondurable costs . . 


1 


6 


106 


5 


Increase/maintain income 










tmptoyment 


1 


6 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


4 


23 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above . . 


0 


0 


64 


3 


Total 


17 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 

(1K4) 
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All benefit programs for the elderly should include transj or- 
tation service to thorn? services. 

Limit health care costs, beginning in 1982, to 7 percent of 
the gross national product* 

Increase services for adult day care and respite care* 

Expand third party reimbursement systems so that consum- 
ers can choose from a wider range of health services especially 
in-home care and mental health services* 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

Vermont believes by focusing on a combination of programs the 
social concerns of the elderly can be improved (50 percent of their 
social recommendations)* For example, Vermont recommends: 

Institute a national program to assist people in planning re* 
tirement* This program should be a cooperative effort between 
employers, educational institutions and social service agencies 
to promote education about finances, legal affairs, health, 
living arrangements, and continued employment* 

Encourage agencies providing services to the elderly to take 
the initiative in counteracting myths, misconceptions, and 
stereotypes now presented by mass media advertising* 

Include elderly persons in all aspects of American life with 
special attention paid to their specific needs* 

Include seniors in long range regional planning to assure 
awareness of aging needs and problems* 

Improve health concerns through education and more help 

Vermont believes through education and by providing more help 
the health concerns of the elderly can be improved. Specific recom- 
mendations include: 

Schools of Medicine and Nursing should provide geriatric 
training for all health professionals and health-related work- 
ers. 

Secondary schools and colleges should develop curricula that 
give elderly people opportunities to continue their education in 
health and disease prevention* 

Health professionals should provide appropriate education, 
supervision, and guidance to volunteers that they may supple- 
ment health services in community facilities* 

Provide facilities and services in housing projects and senior 
centers for short-term preventive care. 

Increase services for adult day care and respite care. 

Encourage holistic health care services. 

Provide lehabilitative services for physical and mental needs 
of elderly people. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH A COMBINATION OF SOURCES 

Thirty-two percent of Vermont's recommendations suggest im- 
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly through 
a combination of sources. Non-government sources were second in 

importance. 




1H6 

SOURCIS (OH IMPROVING M HDIRLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recofnm«nda!iom 



Source ol improvement 


Vermont 




Nation 






Nuhioer 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


r*b»Ml Government 


13 


18 


1,215 


30 


State ind local government 


8 


11 


439 


11 


federal and Stale Rovernment 


1? 


1/ 


666 


16 


Nongovernment 


16 


?? 


1.108 


28 


Combinations ot the above 


?J 


3? 


600 


15 


Total 


12 


100 


4,028 


100 



An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is 
that Vermont specifies that improvements relating to health issues 
should be the responsibility of non-government sources (70 percent), 
economic issues the responsibility of the Federal government (29 
percent) while social issues are the responsibility of a combination 
of sources (4ii percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 

Recommendations by dimension 



Sow* 'if -mpfHrement Health Economic Socui 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Federal Government 


? 


15 


5 


29 


6 


14 


State and local government 


0 


0 


1 


6 


/ 


17 


Federal and State government 


0 


0 


4 


24 


8 


19 


Nongovernment 


9 


70 


4 


?4 


3 


7 


Otner 


1 


15 


3 


1/ 


18 


43 


Tolal 


13 


100 


17 


100 


42 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Vermont's recommendations suggest that existing organizations 
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their 
health, economic, and social problems (47 percent of their recom- 
mendations). This recommendation was also made nationwide (41 
percent) as shown in the following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE Fl DERLY 

Recommendation* 





Vermont 




Nation 






Numbei 


Parent 


Number 


Percent 


1 Hgl'.Utfjf 


14 


20 


5// 


14 


•)rsjanuMti"»'. 


34 


4/ 


1.651 


41 




3 


4 


W 


19 




I 


I 


m 


5 


^p-wr* .tnd levflfrjmen! 


\ 


4 


m 


8 






8 


M 


5 


.V.^h'M'mr, if 'h*» jry ■ 




15 


305 


8 


Til,. 


n 


100 


4.028 


100 
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RESOURCES NEEDED TCI IMPROVE THK HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OK THK ELDERLY 

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Vermont believes inure 
people and money (28 percent) to be the resource most needed by 
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of 
the elderly 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



Vermont 



Nation 



Number 



Number 



Monry 

Process 

Materul 



13 
14 



18 
19 
8 
6 

28 
21 



313 
1,449 
1,188 
120 
690 
268 



8 

36 
29 



P*>d»p and money 
OwM'turMtiom of the above 



20 
IS 



17 



72 



100 



4,028 



100 




Virginia State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 

comparison op Virginia's elderly concerns with those 

nationwide 

Virginia considers health and economic issues to be the primary 
concerns of the elderly (42 and 41 percent, respectively) as shown 
in the following table* Sixteen percent of the Nation's recommenda- 
tions focus on health issues and 51 percent on economic issues. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 





Duwnsttft 


Vlginu 

Number 


PCfCdlt 


Niton 


faOBAt 


Health 




25 


42 


639 


16 


Economic 




24 


41 


2,043 


51 


Social 




10 


17 


1,346 


33 


Total 




59 


100 


4,028 


100 



Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly 

Virginia, together with the Nation, recommends reducing costs 
as the best method of improving the economic condition of the el- 
derly. Sixty-three percent of Virginia's recommendations in the 
economic dimension propose reducing service costs to relieve the fi- 
nancial burden on the elderly, a recommendation also made na- 
tionwide (37 percent). 



METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY 






RrxofluiKndatiOfts 






Mttta) of rttftvmji financial burden 


Virginia 




Nation 






Number 


Percent Number 




Percent 


Costs 










Reduce service costs . 


15 


63 


764 


37 


Taxes 


1 


4 


113 


6 


Reduce durable costs 


4 


17 


209 


10 


Kedutp nondurable cosh 


0 


0 


106 


5 


Incrpase 'maintain income 










Employment 


. . 1 


4 


295 


15 


Nonemployment 


2 


8 


492 


24 


Combinations of the above 


1 


4 


64 


3 


total 


24 


100 2 


043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service coats can be reduced in- 
clude: 
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Because distances are greater and populations are more dis- 
persed in rural areas, funding for rural transportation systems 
for the elderly should be proportionately higher per trip than 
in urban areas. 

Programs of grants and loans for revitalization, winteriza- 
tion, and modification of housing should be increased to permit 
independent living of older community residents. 

Adult protective services should be mandated in all localities 
with adequate funding for follow-up care. 

Improve health concerns by providing more services and through 
education 

Virginia suggests improving the health problems of the elderly 
by providing more services and through education. For example, 
Virginia recommends: 

Academic institutions should emphasize gerontological train- 
ing for mental health professionals. 

Older persons and family members should be educated and 
counseled about the availability and appropriateness of com- 
munity home-based health and social services in order to make 
informed decisions about long-term care. 

Long term facilities should improve their in-service educa- 
tion among the entire staff, consultants, and volunteers to 
assure an understanding of social and emotional needs of the 
residents.^ 

Each local mental health agency must begin to develop new 
modes for the delivery of clinical outreach services to the el- 
derly such as in-home services and institutional care. 

Eligibility requirements for public services should be made 
more flexible so that service-delivery agencies might augment 
families and other informal care-givers. 

Virginia must develop a human services approach to meet- 
ing the needs of th<> elderly through a variety of community 
actions to develop alternatives to nursing home care, including 
a single coordinating information and referral system. 

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs 

Virginia believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im- 
proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the 
following recommendations. 

Efforts should be directed by Virginia toward overcoming 
such barriers as limited income, transportation, physical con- 
straints, and red tape which limit access to education and lei- 
sure activities. 

State and local funds should be allocated to educational and 
leisure programs for older adults. 

The media, the educational system, and community organi- 
zations should increase public awareness about the process of 
aging and the characteristics of the aged. 

Funds should be appropriated for the Virginia Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs for the purpose of consumer education, outreach 
and other activities to acquaint all age groups especially the el- 
derly about consumer frauds, deceptions and prudent purchas- 
ing. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO HE ACHIEVED BY 8TATK AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
AND NONCJOVEftNMENT SOURCES 

About 87 percent of Virginia's recommendations suggest improv- 
ing issues impacting on the elderly on a.U dimensions through state 
and local governments and nongovernment sources. However, the 
Nation recommends using the Federal government to improve the 
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly (30 porcent) 
with nongovernment sources second (28 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 



r.ecommeidJtions 

Source of improvemenl Virginia Nation 



Numbr Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 

State and local government .... 
federal and State government 
Nongovernment 
Combinations of the above 

Total . . . 



2 


3 


1,215 30 


26 


44 


439 11 


1 


2 


666 16 


25 


43 


1,108 28 


5 


8 


600 14 


59 


100 


4.028 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Virginia believes that existing organizations can provide the as- 
sistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, 
and social problems (87 percent of their recommendations). This 
recommendation was also made nationwide (41 percent) as the fol- 
lowing table shows. 

FR0VIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Provide! 


Virginia 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


Legislator .... 


1 


2 


5?? 


14 


Organizations 


51 


87 


1.651 


41 


Budget 


3 


5 


707 


19 


Monitor 


2 


3 


218 


5 


Research and development 


2 


3 


297 


8 


Regulators . .. . 


0 


0 


213 


5 


Combinalions of the above 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Total 


59 


100 


4,028 


100 



/.i* SOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OK THE ELDERLY 

Forty-six percent of Virginia's recommendations suggest process- 
ing as the primary resource necessary for existing organizations to 
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, 
whereas the Nation believes more money (8(5 percent) to be of im- 
mediate importance. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resources 


Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


People 


1 


2 


313 


8 


Money 


7 


12 


1,449 


36 


Process 


27 


46 


1,188 


29 


Material 


2 


3 


120 


3 


People and money 


18 


30 


690 


17 


Combinations of the above 


4 


7 


268 


7 


Total 


59 


100 


4,028 


100 
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Washington State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
Washington's eldeuly concerns parallel national concerns 

We compared Washington's recommendations with those of the 
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows 
that Washington considers both social and ecomomic issues to be of 
primary concern to the elderly, (44 and 40 percent, respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSIONS 



Wish'ngton Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



12 16 639 16 

31 40 2,043 51 

34 44 1 ,346 33 

77 100 4,028 100 



Dimension 



Health . 

Economic . 
Social . 

Total 



Economic situation can be improved by reducing costs 

Washington, along with the Nation, believes the economic condi- 
tion of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis 
o f the economic dimension shows that 32 percent of Washington s 
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the principal 
method of relieving th? financial burden on the elderly, a recom- 
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent) as shown in the fol- 
lowing table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WASHINGTON 



Recommendations 

Mel hod of relieving financial burden Washington Nation 

Numirtr Percent Number Percent 



Costs. 

Reduce service costs . . 
Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce nondurable costs 
Increase/maintain income 

Employ men t 

Nonemployment 
Combinations of (he above 

Total 



10 


32 


764 


37 


1 


3 


113 


6 


5 


16 


209 


10 


3 


10 


106 


5 


? 


/ 


295 


15 


6 


i? 


49? 


24 


4 


13 


64 


3 


31 


100 


2.043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 

(1!)2> 



ERIC 



193 

Covering Honior citizens for ccmmunity-based mental health 
services including outreach to the home, in addition to humane 
and competent psychiatric hospital care on a sliding fee scale. 

Covering senior citizens for dental, eye, ear, hearing and 
food care and for prosthetic devices. 

Providing social services free for those below a certain 
income level. 

Continuing legal services. 

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities or activities 
and changing the attitude toward the elderly 

Washington believes social concerns can be improved by provid- 
ing more opportunities and activities and changing the public's at- 
titude toward the elderly as shown by the following recommenda- 
tions: 

Congress should instruct all Federal departments to change 
program regulations which discriminate against older women. 

The Older Americans Act, which mandates that older pri- 
sons with the greatest economic or social needs receive prefer- 
ence in aging programs, should be vigorously enforced. 

Congress should provide authority and appropriate funding 
under the Older Americans Act to encourage the self-advocacy 
programs of senior citizen's organizations. 

Representatives of the older population should be regularly 
involved in public policy decision making. 

Improve health concerns by providing more and better services 

Washington suggests providing more and better services as a 
method of improving the health problems of the elderly. For exam- 
ple, Washington recommends: 

Health care services should be made more convenient for 
older persons by simplifying forms, billing procedures, and re- 
quirements. 

Senior citizens should have full information about their 
health problems, treatment choices, and probable outcomes. 

Federal government should ensure an adequate supply of 
nursing home beds for those who need them, close to their 
home community. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Washington's recommendations show the primrry source of im- 
provement on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is 
the Federal government, a conclusion reached by the Nation. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 

Source ol improvement Washington Nation 



Number Percent Numbw Percent 



Federal Government 56 73 1,215 30 

Nongovernment 10 13 1,108 28 

federal and State governments 5 6 666 16 

State and local government 1 1 439 11 



9 



197 



194 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING FHt FLDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS— Continued 

RtcommefMlatiofis 

Source of improvement _ Washington Nation 

Number Percent Numb* Percent 

Combination of the above 5 7 600 15 

To(3 l 77 100 4,028 100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATION 

Contrary to the views the Nation, Washington believes that legis- 
lation can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting 
the elderly (26 percent of their recommendations) as shown by the 
following table. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE FOR THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 



Provider Washington Nation 



Number Percent Number Percent 



Legislators 

Organisations 

Budget 

Monitor 

Research and development. 

Regulators 

Combinations of the above 

Total 



20 


26 


577 


14 


9 


12 


1.651 


41 


17 


22 


767 


19 


13 


17 


218 


5 


15 


19 


297 


8 


3 


4 


213 


5 


0 


0 


305 


8 


77 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Washington recommends increased funding (money) and process- 
ing as the primary methods for improving the health, economic, 
and social conditions of the elderly, a view also shared by the 
Nal ion (7(5 and 65 percent, respectively). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resouws 



Washington Nation 
Number Percent Number Percent 



People 
Money 
Material 
Process 

People and mnney 
Combinations of the above 

Total 



3 


4 


313 


8 


29 


38 


1.449 


36 


4 


5 


120 


3 


29 


38 


1.188 


29 


8 


10 


690 


17 


4 


5 


268 


7 


11 


100 


4.028 


100 
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West Virginia State Issues on Aging for the 1980's 
west Virginia's elderly concerns are similar to the nation 

West Virginia's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those 
of the Nation. As shown in the following table, both West Virginia 
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern 
of the elderly (60 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues 
being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



West Virgin* Nation 

Dimension 



Fumber Percent Numb* Percent 



Health ■ 6 7 639 16 

Economic 53 60 2,043 51 

taial 30 33 1.346 33 

Total 89 100 4,028 100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

West Virginia, along with the Nation, believes the economic con- 
dition of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analy- 
sis of the economic dimension shows that 38 percent of West Vir- 
ginia's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the best 
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly. This sug- 
gestion was also made by the Nation (37 percent), as shown in the 
following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WEST VIRGINIA 



Recommendations 



Method ol relieving teen! burden Wes* Vkfmw Nation 

Number Percent Nun.ber Percent 



Costs 

Reduce service cost . . . 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs. . .. 

Reduce nondurable costs 
Increase/maintain income 

Employment 

Nonemptoyiiient 
Combinations of the above . . 

Total . . 



20 


38 


764 


37 


0 


0 


113 


6 


9 


17 


209 


10 


3 


5 


106 


5 


9 


17 


295 


15 


1? 


?3 


492 


24 


0 


0 




3 


53 


100 


2,043 


100 



Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in- 
clude: 
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A county interagency council, along with the Area Agency 
monitor service providers, assure that the elderly receive all 
due benefits and services. 

A national policy be developed and implemented that gives 
prioritv to the use of Federal funds for services that assist 
people to remain in their homes. 

Transportation funds be distributed equitably to assure 
availability to even very rural areas and to expand transporta- 
tion services where none is available. 

An additional support system be provided to develop new nu- 
trition sites and explore new service delivery systems. 

Improve social concerns by changing attitudes toward the elderly 
and providing more opportunities 

West Virginia believes social concerns can be improved by chang- 
ing the public attitude toward the elderly and by providing more 
opportunities. For example West Virginia recomments: 

Educate all age groups to clear up undesirable myths. 
Portray a more realistic and accurate practice of the aging 
process by the media. 

Reduce barriers such as individual and public apathy, and 
lack of funds. 

Establish a nationwide educational program to eliminate 
false ideas related to aging. 

Make available higher education institutions to the elderly 
for conferences. 

Establish innovative methods to educate consumers through 
the use of advocacy groups, radio, TV, and neighborhood watch 
groups. 

Reinforce nutrition services by providing meaningful nutri- 
tion education. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

West Virginia, like the Nation, believes the source of improve- 
ment on all dimensions for issues affecting the elderly is the Feder- 
al Government. Thirty-six percent of West Virginia's recommenda- 
tions suggest the Federal government as the primery source of im- 
provement with state and local governments second. 



SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 







R.tommendalKXis 




Sniifcp o! improvement 


West Virginia 




Nation 






NumDCf Percent 


Number 


Percent 


federal government 


32 


36 


1,215 


30 


Slate and local Kovemment 


23 


2fi 


439 


11 


federal and Stale government 


9 


10 


666 


16 


Kotifjovfirnmeiil 


21 


24 


1.108 


28 


Combinations o # lite abov.. 


4 


4 


6C0 


15 


Total 


89 


100 


4,028 


100 
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As shown in the following table, West Virginia specifies that im- 
provements relating to social issues should be the responsibility of 
state and local governments, (37 percent) health issues the respon- 
sibility of both the Federal government and non-government 
sources (33 percent), and economic improvements for the elderly 
should be the Federal government's responsibility (45 percent). 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



ReccmmendatKJtt by dimension 
Source of improvement . . mh Ecorcmx: _ Social 



N beT Percent Number Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 2 

State and local government 1 

Federal and State government 0 

Nongovernment 2 

Other... 1 

Total 6 



33 


24 


45 


6 


20 


17 


11 


21 


11 


37 


0 


6 


11 


3 


10 


33 


11 


21 


8 


27 


17 


1 


2 


2 


6 


100 


53 


100 


30 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

West Virginia s recommendations suggest that most health, eco- 
nomic, and social issues impacting on the elderly can be resolved 
through organizations already in existance (47 percent of their rec- 
ommendations). The following table shows the Nation agrees with 
this recommendation. 

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 



Recommendations 

Provider West Virginia Nation 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Legislator 


14 


16 


577 


14 


Organizations 


42 


47 


1,651 


41 


Budget 


14 


16 


767 


19 


Monitor 


15 


1/ 


218 


5 


Research and development 


1 


1 


29/ 


8 


Regulators 


3 


3 


213 


5 


Combinations ol the above . . 


0 


0 


305 


8 


Total 


89 


100 


4.028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Unlike the Nation, West Virginia recommends processing as the 
primary resource necessary to improve the health, economic, and 
social conditions of the elderly (44 percent of their recommenda- 
tions). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



Numb* Percent Number Percent 



Process 39 44 1,188 29 

People 5 5 313 8 

Money 13 15 1,449 36 

Material 10 11 120 3 

People and money 21 24 690 17 

Combinations of the above 1 _ _1_ _ _ 268 7 

Total 89 100 4,028 100 , 
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Wisconsin State Issues on Aging for the ? 980's 
Wisconsin's elderly concerns are similar to the nation's 

Wisconsin's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those 
throughout the Nation. The following table shows both Wisconsin 
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern 
of the elderly (50 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues 
being second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Wisconsin Nation 

Dimension " "~ " ' , 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Health 

Economic 

Social 



Total 





20 


639 


16 


54 


50 


2.043 


51 


32 


30_ 


1,346 


33 


107 


100 


4.028 


100 



Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs 

Wisconsin recommends reducing costs as well as increasing and/ 
or maintaining income as the best way to improve the elderly's eco- 
nomic condition. A further analysis of the economic dimension 
shows that 39 percent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest re- 
ducing costs and 43 percent of Wisconsin's recommendations sug- 
gest increasing and/or maintaining income as the primary method 
of relieving the financial burden on the elderly. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WISCONSIN 



Recommendation 

Method ol relieving financial burden Wisconsin Nation 

Number "Percent Number Percent 



Costs 

Reduce service costs 
Taxes 



Reduce durable costs 3 5 j 209 10 

Reduce nondurable costs 2 4 / 106 5 

Increase/maintain income. 

Employment 8 15 1 295 15 

Nonemployment 15 28 i 492 24 

Combinations of the abovp 10 18 64 3 

T 0ta , 54 100 2.043 100 



764 37 
113 6 



(19<), 



203 



200 



Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be 
improved by reducing costs include: 

Design services to enable the elderly to purchase services by 
using vouchers, voluntary contributions, grants to individuals 
or funding arrangements which follow the individual across 
agencies or "systems". 

Utilize resources for transportation for the elderly to main- 
tain and improve public and specialized transportation systems 
for both urban and rural areas. 

Title XVIII and XIX funds for outrea.n, outpatient, and 
other non-institutional services shall be expanded. 

Private insurance coverage for mental health services shall 
be liberalized for the elderly. 
Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be 
improved by increasing/maintaining income include: 

Investigate the natural support systems for the care of the 
elderly, especially the family and other natural caretakers, in 
order to promote and strengthen the role of family and other 
societal and community resources in providing the least re- 
strictive and most humane care. 

Encourage employers and unions to allow both males and fe- 
males gradual retirement through flexible, expanded employ- 
ment options. 

Consider General Revenue as a potential stable funding 
source for the Social Security system. 

Social issues are concerned with discriminatory practices against 
the elderly 

Most of Wisconsin's issues regarding the social well-being of the 
elderly are concerned with society's negative attitudes toward 
aging which are often displayed in discriminatory practices. Exam- 
ples of some of the social issues Wisconsin is concerned about in- 
clude: 

Discrimination based on age shall be prohibited in all em- 
ployment practices by state and federal laws. 

Public policy and programming, educational offerings, and 
the media shall be encouraged to help older adults achieve a 
better self-image and recognize their own potential and abili- 
ties 

Elementary, secondary, and higher educational curricula 
shall include the study of aging within the total life cycle of 
human development and shall emphasize positive and accurate 
non-stereotyped views of the elderly. 

a nrove health concerns by providing better mental health services 
and more research 

Wisconsin recommends providing better mental health services 
and more research to improve the health problems cf the elderly. 
Specific recommendations include: 

Nutrition sites, senior centers, and other congregate settings 
shall be utilized more extensively for individual assessments, 
referrals, and group mental health services. 

Private enterprise and foundations shall be encouraged to al- 
locate funds for pure and apoUed research in aging. 
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Research in health, mental health, social and developmental 
aspects of aging shall address as a priority issue: maintenance 
of health. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES 

Wisconsin's recommendations, unlike most of the Nation, show 
the primary source of improvement on all dimensions for issues im- 
pacting on the elderly is nongovernment sources. Thirty-seven per- 
cent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest non-government as 
the primary source for improvement as opposed to 28 percent na- 
tionwide. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 



Source of improvement 


Wisconsin 




Nation 






Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Federal Government 


22 


21 


1,215 


30 


State and local government 


14 


13 


439 


11 


Federal and State government 


18 


17 


666 


16 




40 


37 


1,108 


28 


Combinations of the above 


13 


12 


600 


15 


Total 


107 


100 


4.028 


100 



If we break out the recommendations by dimension, however, we 
can seo that Wisconsin believer the primary responsibility for 
issues relating to the elderly's health and social concerns should 
rest with nongovernment sources. However, Wisconsin believes the 
Federal Government is the best source for assisting the eldeily 
with economic problems. 

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 



Recomrneodations by oimemion 
Source of impfwement Hearth Economic Social 





Number 


Percent 


Number 


Ptfcent 


Number 


Percent 


Federal Government 


2 


10 


18 


33 


2 


6 


Stale and local government 


0 


G 


8 


15 


6 


19 


Federal and State government 


2 


10 


13 


24 


3 


9 


Nongovernment 


16 


76 


7 


13 


17 


53 


Other 


1 


4 


8 


15 


4 


13 


Total 


21 


100 


54 


100 


3. 


100 



ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Wisconsin believes most health, economic, and social issues af- 
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations, 
a belief held by the Nation. As the table below shows, Wisconsin 
suggests that 46 percent of its recommendations can be carried out 
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide. 



205 



202 



PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 







Recommendations 






PrcwJer 






IWl Ml 







Number 


Percent Nvm 


hi 


Percent 


Legislator 


9 


3 


577 


14 


Organizations 


49 


4fi 




i t 

41 


Budget 


19 


18 


767 


19 


Monitor 


5 


5 


218 


5 


Research and development 


18 


17 


297 


8 


Regulator 


6 


5 


213 


5 


Combinations of the above 


1 


1 


305 


8 


Total 


107 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Thirty-nine percent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the necessary resource to enable the 
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of 
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent) 
as shown in the following table. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



Resources 


Wisconsin 

Number 


Percent 


Nation 

Number 


Percent 


Pwpte .... 


14 


13 


313 


8 


Money. . 


42 


39 


1.449 


36 


Material 


1 


1 


120 


3 


Process 


26 


24 


1,188 


29 


People and money 


7 


7 


690 


17 


Combinations of the above 


17 


'6 


268 


7 


Total 


107 


100 


4,028 


100 



Wyoming State Issues jn Aging for the 1980'* 
Wyoming's elderly concerns parallel national concerns 

We compared the recommendations made by Wyoming regarding 
the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be similar. 
The following table shows the elderly in Wyoming and the Nation 
are primarily concerned with economic issues (69 and 51 percent, 
respectively) with social issues second. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION 



Health .. 
Economic . 
Social . 



Dimension 



Wyoming 
Numijer Percent 



Nation 



Total 



76 
27 



111 



7 

69 



100 



Percent 



639 
?,C43 
1,346 



4,028 



16 
51 

33 



100 



Improve economic condition by reducing costs 

Wyoming and the Nation suggest reducing costs as the best 
method of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A fur- 
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 50 percent of 
Wyoming s recommendations propose reducing service costs as the 
principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a 
recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as shown in 
the following table. 

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WYOMING 



Recommendations 



Method of relieving financial burden 



Wyoming 



Nation 



Number 



Costs. 

Reduce service cost . ... 

Taxes 

Reduce durable costs 

Reduce nondurable costs 
Increase/maintain income 

Employment 

Nonemployment. 
Combinations of the above. 

Totat 



38 

3 

15 
5 

5 
9 
1 

76 



Percent 



Number 



50 
4 

20 
7 

7 

11 
1 

luu 



764 

113 
209 
106 

295 
49? 
64 

2,043 



Percent 



37 
6 

10 
5 

15 
24 
3 

100 



Some recommendations made by Wyoming to reduce service 
costs include: 
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Curtail rate increanes for energy costs. 

Moderation in doctor, hospital, and nursing home charges. 

Continue to develop existing progr *is with special emp-iasis 
on meals 7 days a week especially emphasizing home-delivered 
meals* 

Improve in-home services including homemaker and home 
health care as an alternative to nursing homes. 
Use part of severance tax for services for seniors. 
Emphasize services for frail elderly. 

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs 

Wyoming recommends focusing on a combination of programs to 
improve the social concerns of their elderly (93 percent of their rec- 
ommendations). Specific recommendations include: 

Extend the hours of the senior centers to include evenings 
and weekends and extend the planned activities to include ex- 
ercise facilities, study areas, musicals, etc. 
Expand senior center hours to cover 7 days a week. 
Organize a community skills bank wifci all ages involved. 
Project a positive image of the elderly. 

Bridge the gap between generations through communica- 
tions, passing on of skills, etc. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES 

Twenty-six percent cf Wyoming's recommendations suggest im- 
proving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of 
sources with non-government sources second (25 percent). 

SOURCE FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 



Recommendations 

Source ol improvement Wyoming Nation 

Number Percent Number Percent 



Federal Government 

State and local government 

federal and State government . 

Nongovernment 

Other combinations 

Tolal 



22 


20 


1,215 


30 


18 


16 


439 


11 


14 


13 


666 


16 


?8 


25 


1,108 


28 


'9 


26 


600 


15 


11 


100 


4,028 


100 



As shown in the following table, a breakout of each dimension 
shows that Wyoming believes a combination of sources could im- 
prove economic issues, Federal and state governments should be re- 
sponsible for improving health issues with non-government sources 
responsible for improving social issues. 
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SOURCI I UK IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION 

Recommendations by dimension 



Source e« .mpfovemenl Heal,h icmm 





Num- 
ber 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


federal Government 


0 


0 


19 


25 


3 


11 


State and local government . 


0 


0 


11 


14 


7 


26 


Fedeal ami State government 


4 


50 


7 


9 


3 


11 


Nongovernment 


... 2 


25 


18 


24 


8 


30 


Other combinations . 


2 


25 


21 


28 


6 


22 


Total 


8 


100 


76 


100 


27 


100 



i 

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Wyoming and the Nation believe that existing organizations can 
provide and help needed to resolve most health, economic, and 
social conditions impacting on the elderly (5 and 41 percent, respec- 
tively) as shown in the following table. 



PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY 







Recommendations 






Wyoming 




Nation 






Number 


Peicent 


Number 


Percent 


Legislator 


10 


9 


57/ 


14 


Organizations 


63 


57 


1.651 


41 


Budget 


22 


20 


767 


19 


Monitor . ... 


6 


5 


218 


5 


Research and development 


. . 2 


2 


297 


8 


Regulator 


3 


3 


213 


5 


Combinations ut the above 


.... 5 


4 


305 


8 


T otal 


111 


100 


4,028 


100 



RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY 

Thirty-three percent of Wyoming's recommendations suggest in- 
creased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the 
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a recommen- 
dation also made by the Nation (36 percent). 

RECOMMENDATION 
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Wyoming 




Nation 




Rp f .rouce» 












Number Pe"rnl 




Number 


Percenl 




4 


3 


313 


8 


Mnney 


3/ 


33 


1.449 


36 


Material 


11 


10 


120 


3 


Process 


24 


22 


1.188 


29 


Ppnnie anrj money 


31 


28 


690 


1/ 


Combination-, of the above 


4 


4 


268 


/ 


totai 


111 


100 


4.028 


100 













